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Merry Christmas – See You In 2022! 

Date & Time: December, 2021 
Location: Out There 
Theme: Wait and See! 
  

 

 

 

Happy Holidays, y’all!  While we are recessed until January 

(there is no December  meeting), there is plenty to do on the 

bands this Holiday Season.  Take a moment to look into the 

many contests, special events and (especially!) DXpeditions 

that are out there and check them out!  Please share what you 

find on the SEDXC reflector. 

From the Prez (de Chuck Catledge, AE4CW) 

 

Holiday greeting to all!  As Hanukkah has recently drawn to a close and Christmas is 

just around the corner, I hope and trust we are enjoying the season with family and 

friends.  This a time of remembering the blessings we have received and the joy of 

sharing those blessing with everyone around us. 

Of course, we count as one of our blessing the privilege of enjoying Ham Radio!  

And, even in this time of low solar flux and minimal sun spots, surprising things 

happen.  For me it was my truly accidental discovery that Monk Iakovos, SV2RSG/A 

was on 40M on Dec. 1st at 00:21UTC running FT8.  I thought I had worked him on 

CW back in July, but I didn’t make it into his log.  So, here was my chance for a do-

over and an ATNO.  I, thankfully, remembered how to get FT8 up and running in 

fox/hound mode, found what appeared to be an opening in the spectrum and 

keyed the transmit button.  Presuming this would be a long-shot I looked away to 

check on another project.  When I turned back, I was startled to see a red-bar 
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“AE4CW SV2RSG” response to my second call followed almost immediately by a 

red-bar “AE4CW RR73; K5SM <SV2RSG/5> -00”.  I must have landed on a very quiet 

spot in the spectrum to have been picked out among the -00 to +15 signals!  He 

gave me a -05 report (from my 40 watts!) while he was -14.  Congratulations to 

everyone who needed this for an ATNO and secured a contact!! 

I watched for a while longer and noticed that lots of folks were calling SV2RSG (no 

/A), and a similar large number were not using Fox/Hound mode.  Both 

requirements had been published but apparently overlooked.  A confusing factor 

may have been that Monk Iakovos was omitting the /A in his initial responses but 

including the /A in his final confirmations.  I believe he has been on the air three 

times since July, so perhaps we will see him again soon on 160M.  I need that one 

for sure! 

Our colleagues from the SECC have been really active lately.  The 160M contest 

drew quite a crowd and Andy AA5JF reported that 160 and particularly 80 into 

Europe is as good as its been this season.  On other DX fronts, the Rebel DX Group is 

evaluating their plans to head for Bouvet this month as the Omicron variant has 

constrained access to South Africa.  Stand by for an update soon.  And be sure to 

check out the DX opportunities highlighted in DX World’s Featured DXpeditions 

Timeline which is updated multiple times each month and a great place to find band 

fills and maybe an ATNO. 

As we close out 2021, keep looking for those unexpected surprises that make Ham 

Radio so much fun!  Enjoy the season; see everyone next year!! 

73 es Gud DX, 

Chuck, AE4CW 

VP’s Corner (de Clark Macaulay, WU4B) 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Here we are in December.  Shorter hours of sunlight can lead to ATNO DX contacts 

as Chuck AE4CW found out (see his column).  As I’m writing this in Atlanta, cooler 

and rainy days can also justify more time inside for workbench projects long since 

overdue.  There may even be time to tackle that pile of reading material that’s been 

building for months. 

I recently ordered the 2nd edition of Grounding and Bonding by Ward Silver N0AX 

and plan to read it this month to evaluate what changes I need to make to my 
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modest station.  While I don’t have aluminum arrays high above the trees, there is 

potential for lightning damage that, while impossible to eliminate, can be at least 

minimized.  A few years ago, I had a strike through the cable TV equipment that 

took out the modem, RS232 card on the shack interface, and the digital interface on 

my K2 that led to changing to a WIFI connection between the cable modem and the 

shack computer. It’s not easy to unplug everything here, so I pay double attention 

to bonding and grounding (those terms are not interchangeable—see Ward’s book).  

I don’t think I have noise problems caused by poor bonding, but I do notice 

something strange on the shack computer when transmitting 100w on 12m.  So, it’s 

time to read this 2nd Edition Bonding and Grounding and make any changes for the 

better. 

What’s on your To Do List for the new year?  New antenna?  Operating accessory 

that you’ve always wanted to try?  Upgrade the main transceiver to one of the new 

ones released this year? Perhaps update some of the shack software you’ve been 

putting off?  The winter months provide for inside activities when the bands are 

dead. 

While we won’t have a SEDXC meeting this month, we do have some very 

interesting speakers lined up for our January – March meetings.  I’ll have more to 

say about that in January.   

December is also a time to gather with family and friends that we may not have 

seen for some time. Ham radio is a blast to be sure, and we can get very involved 

with the technology and operating skills.  Notwithstanding the debate about FT8, at 

the other end of the QSO is a person who built the station and is operating it.  Ham 

Radio is often referred to a fraternity because of the people component. So, 

consider reaching out to a ham you (and I include myself) haven’t talked with or 

shared a cup of coffee with this year.  Make it personal if you can. 

Whatever your holiday traditions, Tricia and I wish a safe and memorable holiday to 

you and yours.  

73, 

Carl, WU4B 
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Happy Holidays, Hal! 

 

 

Treasurer’s Journal (de Jeff Cantor, K1ZN) 

 

Greetings, Fellow DXers!  It is not often that you spend less during the Holidays, but 
that is just what happened this month!  Here is what we paid out: 
 

Purpose Amount 

Final plaques purchased for the 100 Watts and a Wire Contest $29.00 

TOTAL: $29.00 
 
Our Account Balance is $16,267.84! 
 
Attached to the Bulletin is a Funding Request that we are excited about – It’s the 
Crozet Islands DXpedition being planned for mid-December, 2022 through March, 
2023.  Crozet is 3rd on the “Most Wanted” list, and the 90-day run make it much more 
likely that you can capture this single-operator event.  We will take up the funding 
discussion at our first SEDXC meeting in January.  Stay tuned! 
  
GUD DXing & 73, 
  
Jeff, K1ZN 
 

Around the Shack (de Hal Kennedy, N4GG) 

 

We are truly blessed and honored to have Hal Kennedy, N4GG, as a monthly writer 

for The DX Bulletin.  Hal is truly prolific; month after month, he turns in a timely 

article, full of personal insights and good “ham radio tech”.  He “tells it like it is”; I’m 

sure we have all smiled more than once as he’s shared both his successes and his 

“first attempts” at the things we have all experienced as hams.   

Hal is enjoying the holidays with his family – Please join us in wishing him the very 

best of the Season! 

See you in January, Hal! 
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“Gettin’ Real” In 2022 (de Bob Sarnecki, NF7D) 

 

I have to admit; I had a lot of fun DXing this year!  Each year, I get involved in my 

share of contests, DXing, antenna experiments and other “modest ham adventures”, 

but in 2021, I was able to cross a few things off my list, including 5-Band Worked All 

States, all but one band for 5-Band DXCC (pesky 80m!) and my first 1,000 contacts for 

the DX Challenge. 

I have never worked seriously at the DX Challenge before, but in 2022, I’m planning 

on “gettin’ real”.  For the past few weeks, I’ve been working on a way to keep track of 

DXpeditions using an MS-Excel workbook with information that is pulled together 

from W3UR’s WeeklyDX Bulletin, DX World.net, the ARRL DX Bulletin, and a few other 

sources.  I call this my DXCC Challenge Tracker; it’s been evolving over the past few 

months.  I have a spreadsheet for each month, and each DXpedition gets an entry that 

looks like this: 

I change the modes (depending on the preferences 

sometimes shared by the DXpedition), but this simple 

method helps me know what bands I have worked for a 

given DXpedition, and the total number of DXCC 

Challenge points I’ve “earned”.  The dates on the left and 

right are the start and end of the DXpedition; the top 

“call bar” changes colors based on the dates (gray for 

not-yet-active, green for active now, and red for no 

longer active).  DXCC Challenge is not so much about 

modes as it is “bands worked”, but since I am also 

tracking on modes, I track that as well. 

To help keep track of what I need, I set up DX Alerts in 

using VE3SUN’s DX Monitor.  I’m always on the look out 

for alternatives, but VE3SUN has served me well (though 

the program is a little dated.  If you have suggestions, let me know, and we’ll share! 

Right now, my December DXCC Challenge Tracker looks like this: 
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I have a growing spreadsheet for January, 2022; I just add a new tab as I add an entity 

that will be available each month.  It doesn’t look like much, but once I work and log a 

station through my “normal set-up”, I just add 1 to the appropriate band/mode cell, 

and it keeps my count for me.  Having everything on this “dashboard” helps me avoid 

spending time chasing an entity on a band I already have – I used to do that by looking 

back in my log. 

I’m glad to share more details about the process and the spreadsheet itself; just drop 

me a note!  It may not be the best answer for everyone and so your mileage may vary, 

but for me, this process seems to be paying off; it took me 12 years to “gradually” get 

to my first 1,000 in DXCC Challenge; since I started using this “system” in late October, 

I’ve added 68 new entries (LoTW confirmed). 

Have a Very Merry Christmas, 73 es CU on HF! 

Bob, NF7D 
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DX-World Featured DXpeditions (Courtesy www.dx-world.net)  

 

 

SEDXC Officers & Positions 

SEDXC Officers: 
Chuck Catledge, AE4CW – President – c.catledge@gmail.com 

Clark Macaulay, WU4B – Vice-President – macaulay@gmail.com 
Paul Kelley, W4KLY – Secretary – w4kly@bellsouth.com 
Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN – Treasury – jacantor9@gmail.com 

Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV – wa4zxv@arrl.net 
 

SEDXC Appointed Positions: 
Bob Sarnecki, NF7D – Bulletin Editor – bob.sarnecki@gmail.com 

Bill Barr, N4NX – Membership Committee Chairman – n4nx@arr.net 
Chaz Cone, W4GKF – Webmaster – w4gkf@chazcone.com 
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25 Years Ago… (de Bob Sarnecki, NF7D) 

 

Well, December, 1996 may be a little early for this edition of CallBook, but I 

couldn’t resist sharing how you used to find a call “back in the day”!  No QRZ, FCC 

Universal Licensing System Search, ClubLog, Logbook of the World, etc.  The 

printed CallBook was still the “preferred” way for most of us. 

The Radio Amateur CallBook (or simply “The CallBook”) has gone through quite a 

few changes; it’s available now on from the ARRL on a USB Stick, CD-ROM, etc. 

It’s published twice a year and integrates with some of the automated logging 

software that is out there today.  Sadly, the last paper CallBook was printed in 

1997…  Things certainly have changed! 

By the way, if you’re ever looking for specifics on an old call and do not have an 

old version of The CallBook, trying getting in touch with Pete Varounis (aka “Pete 

the Greek”), NL7XM.  On his QRZ page, Pete (the self-defined “Radio Amateur 

Callsign Historian”) has 24.5 feet of CallBooks from “back in the day” and will 

gladly look up an old callsign for you in any CallBooks older than 1997.  When I 

got in touch with Pete in January of this year, he was able to find my old WN3BAL 

call back in the 1975 CallBook in his collection, confirming my original license 

date of December, 1975. 

You can reach Pete at NL7XM@arrl.net or at TwelveVDC@aol.com.  

In the following pages, enjoy “all the news, fit to print” from the SEDXC Bulletin, 

25 years ago! 

mailto:NL7XM@arrl.net
mailto:TwelveVDC@aol.com







