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25 Years Ago in SEDXC 

From the Prez 

 

 
 

Dick K5TF 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone (50 attendees) at 
the 57th Fighter Group Restaurant Thursday evening.  It 
should be a grand evening judging from the list of folks 
planning to come.  Ham Radio Outlet has donated a 
gift certificate again this year that will go to the lucky 
holder of the winning ticket, and Vaden McDonald 
NN4K, SEDXC member and President of CW Ops, will 
present a program celebrating the 10th Anniversary of 
the founding of CW Ops. 
 

 
73,  
 

Dick K5TF 

 

 

 

 

 

This Month’s Meeting 

 
There will be no meeting at the Rich Auditorium this 
month.  Instead, there will be a Holiday Party 
December 19th with details at www.sedxc.com.   
 

 
 

 
 

 

VP’s Corner 

 

 
 

Mike ND4V 
 
Happy Holidays to all! 
 
As the year winds down, it is time to reflect on what the 
past year gave us and to set some goals for 2020.   We 
lost some of the giants of the DX world this year. Thank 
you for your friendship and rest in peace:  Bill Ronay, 
Larry Price, Martha Henson, Paul Newberry, and Lloyd 
Coursey.   
 

Cont. on p. 3 
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Treasurer’s Journal  
 

Current checkbook balance (12/3/19):  $14,670 
 
Payments made during November:  None 
 
 73,  
 

Jeff K1ZN 

 
 

Announcements 
 

	
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

VP6R: From a Rookie’s POV 
 
Editor:  The following was received from Mike WØVTT.  
The PDF he mentions is attached to the Bulletin.   
 
Thank you for supporting the VP6R DXpedition. Many 
contributing clubs asked for a story about VP6R for club 
newsletters. The file is attached as a PDF document.  
 
The file size with pictures was too large to email so the 
pix are posted in a Google Photos album. Use as many 
as you need to fill your space. Pictures for the article may 
be downloaded from here: 
 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/cMTwbrtdSmPGV96s6 
 
The pictures are copyrighted by Nodir Turson-Zade 
EY8MM. You have permission to use them in your club 
newsletters, either in print or on line, but you may NOT 
post them individually on their own. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
Thanks again for supporting VP6R. 
 

Mike WØVTT 

 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG 
 

	
 

 

Station Notebooks 
 
Those of you who have had the good or bad fortune 
to sit through one of my 45 minute presentations 
have heard me speak of what I call my “Engineering 
Notebook.”  I mention that item nearly every time I 
speak.  I mention it whenever I am Elmering.  I 
mention it a lot because I use mine a lot.  In my 
humble opinion it is a key piece of every ham station, 
no matter how simple that station might be.   
 
On reflection, there are probably better names then 
“Engineering Notebook.”  That term is a hold-over 
from my days as a practicing engineer.  Technical 
Notebook, Station Notebook, or just “Log” is a better 
name. 
 
You will need a memory that goes far back to 
remember the name Jim Lawson, W2PV.  Jim wrote 
the book on Yagi design, literally:  Yagi Antenna 
Design, published by the ARRL, 1986.  It is out of 
print but easily found on the internet.  I mention Jim 
because an anecdote about his “station notebook” 
got me started keeping mine. 
 
W2PV was an extensive, sophisticated multi-multi 
contest station.  One night in the middle of a contest, 
one of the rotors stopped working.  Ardent contesters 
are a gung-ho breed, and several volunteered to 
climb the tower and fix the rotor – sometime after 
midnight.  Jim calmly got out his “Station Notebook” 
and checked the resistance from every wire to every 
other wire at the shack end of the rotor cable.  Casual 
measurement uncovered a short – careful 
measurement indicated it was near the shack.  The 
problem was fixed on the ground – but only because 
that notebook had prior measurements to compare 
to.    
 
 
 

Continued on p. 4 
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SEDXC OFFICERS 

 

President: Dick Baxter, K5TF 
K5tf58@gmail.com 
 
Vice President:  Mike Weathers, ND4V 
ND4V@comcast.net 
 
Secretary: Paul Kelley, W4KLY 

w4kly@bellsouth.net 

 

Treasurer: Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN 
jacantor9@Gmail.com  
 
Activities: Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV 
Wa4zxv@arrl.net 

Appointed Positions 

 
SEDXC Bulletin Editor: Clark Macaulay, WU4B 
clark.macaulay@gmail.com 
 
Membership Committee Chairman 
Bill Barr, N4NX 
n4nx@arrl.net 
 
Webmaster: Chaz cone, W4GKF 
w4gkf@chazcone.com 
 

Club Communications 

SEDXC Webpage: www.sedxc.org 

SEDXC Chat Room: details on webpage 

SEDXC Reflector: details on webpage 

SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern 

DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All 

rights reserved.  

VP Corner (cont.) 
 
With regard to 2020, it’s time to set some goals.  Not 
being a rag chewer, I need some goals to get me BIC 
(butt in chair). Let’s see: 40 wpm CW on RUFZ … 
2000 in the Challenge … a few new ones on six 
meters … that should keep me BIC!  What will you do 
next year to keep your interest in our hobby up? 
 
How’s DX? We appear to be at the sunspot minimum. 
That may be bad for 15, 12 and 10 meters but 
conditions have been pretty good on 160 meters. I 
picked up 4 new ones (and they confirmed via LOTW) 
to get my 160-meter DXCC endorsement during the 
CQWW CW contest.   
 
I always need suggestions for programs for 2020.  I’ve 
already hit Gregg, W6IZT for a report on the Pitcairn 
adventure.  Hopefully Bob, K4UEE will give us the 
scoop on his Marquesas trip.    
 
73 es gud DX,  
 

Mike ND4V 
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Around the Shack (cont.) 
 
I don’t think I need to dwell on the value of a station notebook.  Have one – you will use it.  Maybe some examples of 
what’s in the N4GG station notebook will give you some ideas: 
 

- The SWR vs. frequency measurement of every antenna currently in use.  Also, of every retired antenna, going 
back many years.  How much did the resonant frequency change when I cut off eight inches?  What is the 
resistance (DC – think ohmmeter) at the shack end of the coax with the antenna connected?  Hint: You might 
expect a dipole to measure infinity, but usually it doesn’t.  How about with the other end of the coax shorted 
(should be one to three ohms).  If the SWR is different than a year ago, why?  Is the coax going bad?  I can 
tell by referring to past measurements. 
 

- Performance numbers for my K9AY receiving loop.  Signal strength readings for local BC stations and non-
directional beacons, for each of the four directions of the K9AY.  Note:  This convinced me poor performance 
wasn’t band conditions – I wound up replacing the terminating resistor in the K9AY that had shifted from 470 
ohms to 1,100 ohms over time – a slow subtle change.  Measurement of the SWR of the K9AY over a wide 
frequency range, in each of the four directions.  While doing that, I realized the MFJ-259 I was using to 
measure the K9AY was transmitting a small signal.  So, I measured the signal strength of the K9AY as a 
transmit antenna as received on every other antenna, for all four directions, on every HF band.  That took 20 
minutes.  It’s great data for every antenna on the property.  Also, the resistance of the shield of the coax 
feeding the K9AY to station ground.  It’s supposed to be open circuit.  Is it? 

 
- A pictorial on how to tie a bowline knot.  For 57 years I tied up the support lines on wire antennas with a 

random collection of slip-knots.  Most held – some didn’t.  Many were impossible to untie later.  The bowline is 
THE correct knot.  I can’t remember how to tie one, but the instructions are in the notebook. 

 
- Just like W2PV – the resistance of every rotor control wire to every other.  Also, the resistance of every rotor 

control wire to station ground (important!). 
 

- A pictorial of the microphone connector for my Yaesu rig. 
 

- The table of coax types and properties.  This is handy.  I chose to feed my inverted vee for 80 meters with RG-
59/C rather than /B or /A, despite higher loss.  Know why?  (Next month’s subject). 

 
- The table of ferrite cores for sale from Palomar and others.  Need to choke off some RFI?  Building a current 

balun? 
 

- Etc., etc., etc. 
 
You can start your station notebook today – it’s simply a 
question of discipline. 
 
Bill of materials: 
 
Pencil 
Paper 
3-ring binder 
3 hole punch 
 
Do you have one?  We are here and it is now – get 
started! 
 
 

Hal N4GG 

 



The VP6R DXpedition
From a Rookie's Point of View

by Mike Cizek W0VTT

Most DXers probably dream about going on a DXpedition some day.  I know I did, but
never thought I'd get the chance to actually do it.  For me, the next best thing was going
to Dayton and the DX conventions where I could rub elbows with the "Big Boys" who go
to all of these strange far away places.  I enjoyed getting to know a number of the guys
who went to top ten countries, and really enjoyed the rare occasion when one would call
me by name in a big pile up.  After chasing DX for 30 years, I was content with my place
in the DX game and had stopped thinking about ever operating from someplace rare or
exotic.

Receiving an email from Ralph Fedor K0IR in September of 2018 inviting me to the
VP6R team was quite a shock.  Ralph explained that he wanted to do a trip to someplace
fun with a team that combined some seasoned DXpeditioners with some new folks like
me.  I emailed back immediately expressing my thanks, but also expressing my doubt that
the plan would be approved by the family comptroller.  The shock from receiving Ralph's
email was nothing compared to my wife giving her blessing to the trip: "I think you
should go."  After a few emails and phone calls, I was added to the team.  Learning who
the other team members were impressed me to no end.  These were the guys I had
worked from all over the world; the guys I looked up to and respected.  Now I was going
to go out to play radio with them.  The experienced team members were mainly from the
previous year's 3Y0Z operation and they wanted to go some place a little nicer than
Bouvet.  Almost every email Ralph sent out ended with "...let's have some fun", and that
became the motto of our DXpedition.  Our team email reflector was named "No-Ice
Island".  The wheels were turning...

We were soon trading planning messages on our team email reflector.  I always knew
there was a lot of preparation required, but for the first time was getting an inside look at
the details.  I had little or no experience in most of the requisite subject areas, but found
one place where I felt able to contribute: fund raising.  I know how to type and send
emails so with a little direction from Ralph, I took on this task.  If you are reading this in
your DX club newsletter, your club was one of our contributors.  Thank you!

Other team members contributed in their areas of expertise.  K0IR kept contact with the
folks on Pitcairn, Nigel Jolly of the RV Braveheart, the licensing authorities in New
Zealand, and kept tabs on the rest of us.  Craig K9CT took care of assembling, testing,
and networking the radios, computers, and amplifiers.  He was also our treasurer and
QSL manager.  George N4GRN runs a construction company and knows about
international shipping and customs. He handled this area and calculated that we would
need to have all of our gear ready and packed in a sea container by 1 June.  We all had
plenty to do, and it was still over a year before we would leave.  I kept typing emails and
sending them to every DX club I could find.



Most of our equipment was from the 3Y0Z operation.  It was still packed in the sea
container from Bouvet and was sitting in K9CT's company parking lot in Peoria IL.
Some of the team gathered there in December 2018 to do a quick inventory and a few of
us went in March 2019 to assemble and test the EME antennas. The weekend before
Dayton most of the US team members assembled in Peoria to load the container.  Our
task was to unload the 40' container from the Bouvet trip, do a complete inventory and
assessment of everything, decide what we needed to take to Pitcairn, and pack it properly
in a 20' container.  We also needed a comprehensive itemized listing of what equipment
was in each box in the container.  Two days later we were finished.  George almost wore
out his laptop typing in every item as we packed and loaded it.  The container was sealed
and would be picked up in a few days to begin its journey.  More than a few cold 807s
were hoisted in celebration that evening.  I was getting my first taste of DXpedition team
fellowship.  This is going to be a fun trip.

<Container_Loading>

All of our equipment was on its way, but we still had plenty to do in preparation. Ralph
was still finalizing details of our stay on the island and trying to get permission to operate
60 meters; a first from VP6.  He found amazing accommodations for us; one of the
islanders agreed to house and feed us for a very reasonable fee.  Check out Pitcairn on
Google maps, look for Andy's Pizzeria, and you can see where we stayed.  Look at the
terrain view and you can see our take off angle to NA, EU (both NE) and JA (NNW).  It
was an amazing site.  We also received permission to operate from the old commercial
radio station ZBP, just a short walk from Andy's house. We would be operating from
what were probably the best two locations on the island.  Glenn W0GJ was coordinating
our travel and lodgings en route.  We were getting close to departure.

There were a few changes to the team during the year from initial planning to departure
due to work, family, or medical issues.  Real life has a nasty habit of interfering with our
ham radio plans.  The real shock came just a few days before our departure when our
team leader K0IR told us he had a medical issue and would not be able to go with us.
Ralph immediately named Glenn W0GJ our new team leader.  Glenn picked up the reins,
kept us moving ahead, and we hardly missed a beat.  Our final team was now EA3HSO,
EY8MM, JR4OZR, K0PC, K9CT, K9NW, N4GRN, N6HC, SM5AQD, W0GJ, W0VTT,
W6IZT, AND W8HC.  It was time to go.

Did I mention that this was my first DXpedition?  I'm not a seasoned traveler, and was
more than a little nervous about the trip.  Fortunately, I had company every step of the
way.  On Saturday afternoon 12 October, W0GJ and I met in Rochester MN to take the
shuttle bus to the Minneapolis airport.  There we met K0PC and K9CT; the four of us
would all be on the same flight to Los Angeles.  In LA, we met most of the rest of the
team and were all on the same flight to Tahiti.  We landed early Sunday morning and
walked across the street to the Tahiti Airport Motel where we met the remaining two
team members.  JR4OZR and SM5AQD were waiting for us in the motel lobby.  Since
there is only one flight a week from Tahiti to the Gambier Islands where we meet the



Braveheart, we allowed an extra day, just in case there were any delays.  We now had an
extra day to play tourist in Tahiti and everyone headed in to town for the day.

<Tahiti Airport Motel>

Glenn called a team meeting for Monday morning at the motel so we could discuss our
arrival and set up plans.  He stressed the need to get set up quickly since we were arriving
on Thursday morning and there was a large rain storm forecast for the weekend.  Tuesday
morning we left Tahiti on the four hour flight to Totegegie in the Gambier Islands. After
landing at the VERY small airport (one gate, one plane), we took a short ferry boat ride
to Mangareva Island where we boarded the Braveheart.

<Braveheart>
RV Braveheart

The legendary RV Braveheart!  This ship had been there and done that, all over the
southern hemisphere.  I had seen the pictures and read & heard the stories, and now I was
finally getting a chance to board her.  Matthew Jolly, the captain, welcomed us aboard.
He knew many of the team members from their earlier voyages with him; the greetings
were warm and heartfelt.  Matt introduced us to the crew, and to his wife Rachel and their
son Finn, who were along for the ride.  Three year-old Finn wasn't quite sure about these
crazy ham operators at first, but he finally decided we were OK.  I asked him if he was
going to be the next captain of the Braveheart, and he very confidently said no, he was
going to be four.  After a quick safety briefing, plates of sandwiches from the galley
appeared and we had a nice mid-afternoon snack. A short time later, we cast off and
were underway.  I spent a while exploring the ship, then settled down on one of the upper
decks to enjoy the view and the fresh sea air.

<Underway>

We arrived off of Pitcairn Island early Thursday morning and sat off shore waiting for the
islanders to come out in one of their longboats to bring us to shore.  We were all pretty
excited now and eager to get ashore and get started. We were very fortunate that because
of the Braveheart's schedule with other charters, our equipment had been placed on to the
island a month earlier.  ALL of our radio gear was there waiting for us.  After a short
welcome at the dock on Bounty Bay, some of the islanders loaded us on to their ATVs
and we headed up the "Hill of Difficulty" to Andy's house.

<Bounty_Bay> <Longboat>

Once we all arrived at Andy's house, station setup started directly.  We had our plan,
formulated in our Monday morning meeting, and everyone got right to work.  Once
again, I was impressed at how quickly things happened.  Everybody seemed to know
what they were doing and by supper time, we had set up five Yagis for 10-20m, two
verticals for 30 and 40m, and four complete, networked stations.  K9CT made our first
QSO on 30m CW with N7XM at 0200z (6pm local time).  VP6R was on the air.



<On_the_Air>

The next day we set up our low band antennas at ZBP, the old commercial radio station
site.  Our main project was erecting a 90' (27m) tall vertical for 160 meters; 70' of
aluminum tower with 20' of mast tubing and top loading wires.  This required the entire
team working together.  The antenna is mounted on a hinged base and we used a 40'
falling derrick to raise it.  The biggest folks handled the pull up ropes and pushed up the
tower; the rest of us held the guy ropes to guide it up straight; W0GJ directed everyone,
telling us when to pull or when to let up.  The antenna went up in just a few minutes.

<160m_on_Ground>   <160m_Base>
160 meter Vertical

We also installed verticals for 30, 40 & 80 meters and a second 20m Yagi.  That first
night on 160 meters Nodir EY8MM made over 700 contacts.  He came back to Andy's
house shortly after sunrise with a big smile on his face, and promptly went to sleep.

A number of people had told me "you won't believe the pileups" on the DXpedition.  I've
been a DXer for 30 years and have been in plenty of big pileups, but never from the DX
side.  I had been practicing from home mostly by listening in the big pileups on other DX
stations and picking out callsigns, and thought I was ready.  I wasn't!  I like to think I'm a
pretty good CW operator, but the pileups on the first few days were just too much for me.
I retreated to FT8 and let the more experienced ops handle CW.  After a few days, things
slowed down a bit and I was able to do better.  I now have an even greater respect for the
ops who have the ability to pick out callsigns quickly and consistently in these huge
pileups.

Once I got going, operating from the DX side was a real blast.  It was nice to get a good
rhythm of steady QSOs going and especially rewarding to work friends from around the
world and call them by name in the pileups. It was fascinating to experience propagation
from another part of the world.  Naturally, we had propagation predictions and most of
the team had operated from the south Pacific before, but there were still plenty of
surprises.  30 meters was open all over the world most of the night.  We would often
work all continents within a five minute period.  We had a regular path on 10 and 12
meters to CT, CN, D4, EA, and EA8 for a few hours almost every day.  Sometimes these
signals were surprisingly loud.

The most interesting opening I experienced was on 12 meters one morning.  I was calling
CQ on what appeared to be an empty band.  Around 1730z (0930 local) I heard a very
weak and watery SM2 station.  I worked him and was called by a second SM2.  The
opening spread into OH and southern SM, but not into LA or UA.  A little later some
North Americans appeared, then some stations from southern EU, then more and more
USA until at 1800z the Europeans had disappeared completely.  This one wasn't on our
propagation prediction charts!



Remember the storm that was forecast for the weekend?  It rained sideways for four
whole days with wind gusts up to 50 mph.  We were pleasantly surprised that our 160m
vertical survived, but we lost both 20m beams and an element off of the 15m beam.
Fortunately, only a few pieces of tubing were bent and we had spares.  Once the storm
had passed we had everything repaired and back in the air in short order.  Once again, it
was amazing how quickly and efficiently the team worked together.

VP6R was a multi-multi entrant in the CQWW SSB contest. We shut down our N1MM
DXpedition mode logs a few hours before the contest and were ready to start in contest
mode right at 0000z.  Since I'm mainly a CW DXer, I asked to do 10 meters during the
contest.  I thought it would be interesting just to see what propagation we would have
over the course of the contest.  The contest started at 1600 local time and 10m was pretty
slow at first.  After only three QSOs in the first hour, the band finally opened up with a
nice JA run that lasted almost two hours.  I was up bright and early Saturday morning
calling CQ, but the band didn't open until 1600z (0800 local).  We had a strong opening
into Zone 33 and I got a good start on my "Worked All EA8" award.  I had no idea there
were so many stations in the Canary Islands! After a handful of Zone 33, it was all North
& South America, all day long, until around 0000z when the opening shifted to JA.  It
was almost like someone throwing a switch; propagation changed that quickly.  By the
end of the contest, we had 1050 QSOs on ten meters.  I never had so much fun operating
sideband before!  The final numbers haven't been published yet, but I'm pretty sure we
took first place for multi-multi in VP6.

All too soon it was time to put our toys away and go home.  We took down the low band
site on Thursday 31 Oct.  Our last QSO was with Jerry WB9Z our chief pilot station on
17m SSB at 1800z on Friday 1 Nov, after which we took down the antennas at Andy's
house.  Everything was packed up and ready to go by lunch time that day.  Once again,
we had allowed extra time, just in case, but everything went very quickly.  We now had
some time to play tourist and do a few good deeds for some of the local hams.

We helped Meralda VP6MW and Mike VP6AZ get back on the air by providing antenna
parts, supplies, and some technical assistance.  Meralda was already active before we left
the island, and let's hope that Mike is on soon.  I was especially happy to help Meralda
because she was my very first Pitcairn Island QSO back in 1989.

<VP6MW>
Meralda VP6MW

This trip would not have been possible without a lot of help from a lot of people.  First
and foremost, thanks to ACOM, DX Engineering, and Flex Radio.  These three
companies were VERY generous with their support.  We also had other corporate
sponsors, 38 different DX clubs and, hundreds of individual DXers who helped us out.
Thanks to all of you on behalf of the entire VP6R team.

No DXpedition report would be complete without some numbers.  We made over 82,000
QSOs on all bands 160 through 6 meters.  We were pleased to have 21% of our QSOs



come from Europe, a very difficult path from the South Pacific.  We were also happy to
make nearly 900 QSOs on 60 meters and 36 EME QSOs on 6 meters; both were firsts
from Pitcairn.  For a complete analysis of our operation please see the statistics page on
our Clublog DXpedition Chart.

The trip back home was remarkably similar to the trip out to Pitcairn, but with greatly
different feelings.  Going out was filled with anticipation, excitement, and more than a
little trepidation; I really didn't know what to expect.  Going home was mostly gratitude
for having such a wonderful experience.  There was also a bit of regret at having to leave
such a beautiful place, but it was mixed with the desire to return home and resume my
"normal" life. This was truly a once in a lifetime experience for me.  It was wonderful to
visit a strange far away corner of the world, to meet new people, and to finally experience
the radio conditions on the "other" side of the pileups.

The travel and radio experiences were wonderful, but for me the most rewarding aspect
of the trip was experiencing the wonderful fellowship among our team members.  Being a
part of  this team was an honor and a pleasure I will remember for the rest of my days.
From the very beginning of planning, K0IR kept saying "let's have some fun", and that's
exactly what we did.  We hope you had fun, too.

<Ninja_Dance>
JR4OZR Teaching EA3HSO the Ninja Dance
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