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From the Pres 

Mike ND4V 
 
Happy Hanukah, Merry Christmas, or Festivus (for the 
rest of us) to all of you.  I hope your holiday season is 
off to a great start.  Our holiday party is coming up on 
the 16th.  It is a challenge to find a place that doesn’t 
charge a fortune for the meeting room and who will 
feed us for a reasonable amount.  This year the 
Downwind Restaurant at Peachtree DeKalb Airport will 
host us.  I know there is a big surprise program in the 
works but I’m sworn to secrecy.  Hope to see you 
there. 
 
I’ve been dabbling with FT8. It is an interesting mode 
but I don’t get the same satisfaction when the computer 
works them.  As one of our members commented, it is  
“kinda like drinking NA beer”. 
 
Well, the “why bother” you might ask.  Well, with my 
small pistol station and inverted L antenna, the 
computer can pick out and piece together stuff that I 
can’t hear.  I’m in hopes of snagging the last 10 
countries I need for DXCC on 160 this winter.  I’d like to 
hear your FT8 stories during the How’s DX portion of 
our next meeting. 
 
Dick, K5TF has been doing a great job locating 
programs for us.  But we always wonder what you want  

Veep’s Report 

Dick K5TF 

 
This Month’s Meeting  
 
There is no meeting in December.  All members are 
encouraged to attend the SEDXC Holiday Party 
December 16th.  Details can be found at HERE.   
 
73, 
 

Dick K5TF 

_______________________________ 

 

	
 

SEDXC Holiday Party 
December 16th 

HERE 
 

 

A Ham’s Night Before 

Christmas 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_9REVC4dtc&feat
ure=youtu.be 
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From the Pres (cont.) 

to hear about.  What program topic would help  
you advance your DXCC count? Send Dick a note or 
throw it out on the reflector and we will try to respond. 
 
We are mid-way in our club year.  Time to start thinking 
about the election of officers for the next year.  If you 
would be willing to take on the responsibility of one of the 
club officer slots, just let one of the present officers know.   
 
The leaves are off the trees, time to tweak up the wire 
antennas.  Bouvet will be on the air before I’m ready.  
And Baker-Howland won’t be far behind. Good luck and 
safe travels to our club members and their fellow 
travelers who go to such extremes to give us a new one!  
 
73 es gud DX,  
 

Mike ND4V 

_______________________________ 

Around the Shack 

Hal N4GG 
 
I was thinking; we need a column in the Bulletin.  I was 
not necessarily thinking I would write it, but after 
deliberation I agreed (with myself) that I would do it.  This 
“monthly” musing comes with no guarantees.  I’ll try not 
to make things up out of whole cloth and shoot for once a 
month.  I can pretty much stick to the first part of the last 
sentence.  The second part is subject to unknown 
unknowns. 
 
This month I’d like to introduce a nifty gizmo available 
from Home Depot, Lowes, and of course Amazon - for 
very little money (under $10).  I’m an amateur so I call it a 
grounding block that goes inside a breaker box.  
Professional electricians call it a ‘ground bar’ that goes 
inside a ‘load center.’ 
 
The picture to the right shows what one looks like.  They 
come in different lengths.  A quick tour of the internet 
yielded pictures of 7, 10 and 20 position “bars.”  No doubt 
there are additional lengths to choose from.  Inside a 
breaker box these accept #14 or #16 wire to hook circuits 
together.  They are usually found on the ground side 
(common and “safety ground”) of the AC line, but 
insulated ones sometimes show up on either hot side of 
the 240 VAC entrance power.  By code, electricians can 
only place one wire under each screw.  For our 
applications, I don’t see that as a necessity. 
 
So, what are these good for besides the purpose 
intended?  Two uses immediately come to mind. 

 
 
First, every station needs a single-point ground (SPG).  
No, really.  If you don’t have one you need one.  This 
is a crucial element in any lightning protection scheme.  
These grounding blocks make a perfect single point 
ground point.  Run a wire from each piece of gear in 
the shack to the SPG – this isn’t complicated.  #14 
wire is good – stranded (read: flexible) THHN house 
wire works fine.  Don’t forget to run a wire from every 
computer chassis too.  
 
As an aside, SteppIR control boxes are important to tie 
to the SPG – they are connected to outside antennas 
after all.  But there is bad news.  The case of SteppIR 
controllers isn’t connected to anything – it floats!  
Connecting a SteppIR controller to the SPG requires a 
little work and some care.  On the ones I have used, I 
have tied the circuit board ground to the case inside 
the controller and added a grounding lug to the case.  
Be careful!!!  Another oddity (beside the floating case) 
in SteppIR controllers is the PC boards have “ground” 
as the top layer of the board, not the bottom layer like 
nearly every piece of gear you will encounter.  
Meanwhile, they might not all be that way – the ones I 
have seen are, however.  Skip the SteppIR control box 
ground if you are not comfortable working around 
inside one, but it is an important connection for 
lightning protection. 
 
So, what else can we do with a load center ground 
block?  If you have or will have radials under an 
antenna, this makes for an easy connection point.  
DXEngineering and others sell plates for this purpose, 
but they are expensive.  Meanwhile, the DXE ones are 
stainless steel and will last nearly forever.  I don’t know 
about $5 load center ground blocks – although they 
are made of aluminum and should hold up well 
outside.  Or maybe not! 

 
73 es gud DX,  
 

Hal N4GG 
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SEDXC OFFICERS 

 

President: Mike Weathers, ND4V 
nd4v@comcast.net  
 
Vice President:  Dick Baxter, K5TF 
K5tf58@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Paul Kelley, W4KLY 

w4kly@bellsouth.net 

 
Treasurer: Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN 
jacantor9@Gmail.com  
 
Activities: Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV 
Wa4zxv@arrl.net 

Appointed Positions 

 
SEDXC Bulletin Editor: Clark Macaulay, WU4B 
clark.macaulay@gmail.com 
 
Membership Committee Chairman 
Bill Barr, N4NX 
n4nx@arrl.net 
 
Webmaster: Chaz cone, W4GKF 
w4gkf@chazcone.com 
 

Club Communications 

SEDXC Webpage: www.sedxc.org 

SEDXC Chat Room: details on webpage 

SEDXC Reflector: details on webpage 

SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern 

DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All 

rights reserved.  

Treasurers Journal 
Jeff K1ZN 
 
Checkbook Balance:  $11,034  
 
73,  
 

Jeff K1ZN 

_______________________________________ 

 

Bouvet Island (AN-002) 
Jeff K1ZN 

 
An article was published in the December issue of 
RADCOM magazine.  It was posted on the SEDXC 
Yahoo! Group and is attached to this Bulletin for those 
that may have missed it.   
 
__________________________________________ 
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DXpedition Funding Requests 

 

None at this time (Editor) 
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