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 Bulletin 
 

September 2022 
Founded In 1958 

 

Our Next Meeting & Speaker 
Date & Time: Thursday, September 15, 2022 @ 7:00 PM 
Location: Via Zoom 
Topic: ET3AA -- Ethiopia 

Ken Claerbout (K4ZW) 
  

 

 

ET Ethiopia (Club Log #110) has one licensed ham radio station: ET3AA at Addis Ababa 
University where students study electrical, mechanical, and civil engineering.   

Ken (K4ZW) will tell us about the history of ET3AA and about his most recent DXpedition to 
operate from ET3AA. 

From the Prez (de Chuck Catledge, AE4CW) 

 

Greetings, fellow DXers, and welcome to the SEDXC September Bulletin!  

We are pleased to announce that the SEDXC DX Elmers – a service of the 
Southeastern DX Club – is officially open for business!  As we announced in the August 
Bulletin, Hal Kennedy (N4GG), Mike Greenway (K4PI) and Mac McDonald (NN4K) 
have volunteered to lead this activity.  As the name implies, this talented team is 
prepared to provide services and support to SEDXC members and to other hams who 
are interested in learning about DXing.   

If you're a ham living in the Southeastern US, the DX Elmers are eager to answer your 
questions about working DX -- whether about rigs, antennas, QSLing, operating 
techniques or any other aspect of DXing.  We can do this by "mentoring"; we'll assign 
an experienced DX Elmer to help you over the bumps. 
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SEDXC members and non-members are both welcome to ask for help from a DX 
Elmer.  To make it especially easy to sign-up for this service, we have a web page that 
captures all your pertinent information and forwards it to our team.  Based on your 
specific needs, one of our Elmers will contact you. If you would like to see what the 
sign-up page looks like (or to sign-up right now!) click Here.  There is also a link on the 
SEDXC Club web home page titled “DX Elmers Can Help!” that will open the sign-up 
page. 

One of our key Club goals this year it to introduce DXing to as many clubs in the 
Atlanta area as we can reach.  Bob Hensey (K4VBM), our Activities Manager, is 
spearheading this with support from the officers.  We believe DX Elmers can be a big 
asset in informing and reaching out to these potential new DXers.  And, you, our 
current members, can be a big help by identifying potential DXers in your sphere of 
influence and encouraging them to sign-up to DX Elmers Here. 

I suspect almost every SEDXC member is aware that the CQ DX Marathon is our 
primary operating activity, both individually and as a Club sport.  But, I wonder how 
many of us know how and when the Marathon came about.  A little bit of research 
revealed that the Marathon came to life in 2006.  But, there’s more to the story with 
the “how” question answered!  

I’ve recently had several email exchanges with SEDXC’s “informal historian”, Dave 
Thompson (K4JRB), and discovered that the roots of the Marathon began much 
earlier.  Dave participated in a study led by W2VU and CQ owner K2MGA called the 
CQ Blue Book which explored ways to get more hams on the air.  Dave shared with 
the team his personal challenge of working as many countries as possible each year; 
and he called it the DX Marathon.  The CQ team jumped on the idea, but the 
complexity of the rules and finding someone to administer the rules took several 
years to resolve.  By 2006 those problems were solved and the CQ DX Marathon 
launched with 87 entries at year end.  Total participation had increase to over 18,000 
in 2021. 

Dave had these comments: “I am pleased that the SEDXC is entering as a club DX 
activity.  I feel this is ideal for training new DXers” 

It’s never too later to join the SEDXC Marathon team.  Every country you’ve already 
worked (confirmed not required) in 2022 counts as a point.  Just keep working the 
new ones and submit your total score in January as a SEDXC Club entry.  Detailed 
information is Here, or contact Andy Goss (AA5JF). 
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73 es gud DX, 

Chuck, AE4CW 

VP’s Corner (de Clark Macaulay, WU4B) 

 

This Month 

We have invited Ken Claerbout (K4ZW), to speak of his recent trips and involvement 
with ET3AA – Ethiopia.  As some of you may know, ET3AA is licensed to the Ethiopian 
Amateur Radio Society (EARS) located at the Addis Ababa University and is used by 
the students in their studies and to operate in various contests.  All of the equipment 
has been donated. According to the bio at www.qrz.com, ET3AA is dedicated to 
keeping Ethiopians on the air through licensing and training activities.   

Ken, is an active DXer, and is also the current Vice-President, Secretary, and Director 
of the Yasme Foundation www.yasme.org that financially supports DXpeditions.  He 
was first licensed in 1977 as WD9DEE while attending high school in Cedar Grove, 
Wisconsin. He later upgraded to Extra class and obtained the call KE9A. In 1984 he 
moved to Virginia after accepting a position with the Diplomatic Telecommunications 
Service in both engineering and management roles, supporting the secure, global 
network of US embassies and facilities around the world. He later spent six years in 
the private sector at a global telecommunications provider for Sprint, France 
Telecom, and Deutsche Telecom. He currently works for the Broadcasting Board of 
Governors in downtown Washington DC. Ken holds a degree in Electrical Engineering 
and a Master’s Degree in Telecommunications (Public Policy and Business) from 
George Mason University. He is currently licensed as K4ZW and enjoys contesting and 
chasing DX on the low bands, both from his home station and overseas. 

Comin’ Up 

Our October speaker is Fred (AB1OC), a veteran DXer, who will speak on the many 
facets of the DXLab suite of programs for the DXer.  This topic was suggested in the 
May SEDXC meeting, and since it has so many features of interest to the DXer, 
seemed like a good topic for us all, no matter what logging program we are using 
today.  This will be the last technical program of this year with HamJam coming up in 
November and the club taking a hiatus in December.   

Kicking off the new year, in January we have scheduled Dan (W4DKS) to bring us up 
to date on CY0S Sable Island currently scheduled for March. Of course, we’ll all be 
striving to snag Bouvet 3Y0J also in January.  Our February speaker is Tom (N4XP) who 
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will report on Svalbard JY0A.  I have a tentative speaker for March that, when 
confirmed, should then fill out the 1st quarter. 

CQ Marathon 

Chuck (AE4CW), will put in a plug in this month’s newsletter for a club-wide operating 
event.  With the fall and the winter come better conditions to work DX stations, and 
there are a few contests where one can easily work 100 countries.  If you’ve been 
holding back to start your own involvement in DXing for the Marathon, now’s your 
chance to ‘start your engines’!  There’s plenty out there on almost any mode you like.  
As the quiz shows says, “Come on Down!” and join the fun! 

 

73 es gud DX, 

Clark, WU4B 

Treasurer’s Journal (de Jeff Cantor, K1ZN) 

 

Greetings, Fellow DXers!  Disbursements to report for last month: 
 

Purpose Amount 
Donation to Wellstar Foundation (In Memory of Bev Lamboley) 75.00 
Postage 5.10 
Donation to ClubLog 317.16 
Purchase of Table at Stone Mt Hamfest 75.00 
Donation to the Northern California DX Foundation Beacon Project 300.00 
Donation to K5WE for ZL7 Chatham Island DXpedition (Sept 2022) 350.00 
Payment to T-Rex Software via Chaz Cone, for SEDXC.org Renewal 27.49 
Payment to T-Rex Software via Chaz Cone, for Website Hosting 180.00 

TOTAL: $1,329.75 
 
Our Account Balance is $14,101.06 , as of September 6th. 
 
Gud DX & 73, 
  
Jeff, K1ZN 
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A Reminder About the Svalbard DXpedition!!! (de Tom Harrell, N4XP) 

 

Members of the Dateline DX Association will be activating JW0A Svalbard during the 
period of 09/19/2022 through 09/26/2022.  The operators include: N4XP, N4HU, 
SM5AQD, WB4JTT, W6IZT, W8HC and YV5EED.  The operation will be from the JW5E 
club station.  Tom N4XP, Rick N4HU and Gregg W6IZT are SEDXC members!  More 
information here: www.ddxa.net. 

73, 
 
Tom, N4XP 

Around the Shack (de Hal Kennedy, N4GG) 

One Way Propagation (Repeat) 

 

This month, Hal is busy moving to a new QTH, and was not able to submit an article.  As 
we enter into the Fall, we thought we would be timely to share one of his earlier articles 
on Propagation.  Good Luck on your move, Hal! 

Is there one-way propagation?  This question comes up a lot and the answer might 
surprise you.  Sticking to a strict definition of the word ‘propagation,’ one-way 
propagation does not exist. 

Meanwhile, we frequently run into situations where we can hear a distant station but 
that station can’t hear us, or vice versa.  Those situations are often the result of 
differences in station hardware and antennas. 

One station may be QRO, the other QRP.  Local manmade noise (RFI) may be high at 
one station (urban QTH) and low at the other (in the country).  Station differences 
account for a lot of what appears to be one-way propagation but isn’t. 

The ionosphere is bidirectional. 

Perfectly equal stations in identical man-made noise environments (a hypothetical) still 
sometimes experience the phenomena of only one station hearing the other.  That 
must be one-way propagation, right?  No, sorry, it isn’t.  For perfectly matched stations 
with matched local noise, there is still a major factor to account for – atmospheric noise. 
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There is a way to reliably experience what seems to be one-way propagation nearly 
every night of the year.  It’s on 40 meters an hour or so before sundown on the east 
coast of the US.  At that time, it’s easy to hear stations in Europe while almost none of 
them can hear you.  Some of them are running approximately the same power and 
antennas you are, have the same amount of local manmade noise you do, and they 
can’t hear you.  I’ve called European stations on 40 at sundown with 100 watts and they 
continue CQing as if I wasn’t there.  Switching on the amp and running 1,500 watts 
often does not help. They still can’t hear me.  It must be one-way propagation, yes?  
Well, no. 

The 40-meters-at-sundown case is the perfect example for explaining what’s really 
going on.  The cause of what seems to be one-way propagation is the signal-to-noise 
ratios (SNR) on the opposite ends of the path are very different.  The difference is not 
due to signal strength (propagation) or local noise (RFI), it’s due to atmospheric noise.   

The cause of the difference in atmospheric noise is due to what is occurring in the D-
layer of the ionosphere.  Here is a rudimentary explanation of the D-layer for those who 
may not know of it. 

The sun ionizes a layer of the ionosphere called the D-layer.  Long range communication 
on HF (DX) occurs by reflecting signals off the upper reaches of the ionosphere, typically 
off what’s called the E-layer (E-skip), or one or more of several F-layers (particularly on 
VHF).  The D-layer resides below the useful layers and absorbs signals rather than 
reflecting them.  Fortunately, the D-layer dissipates after sundown.  Direct sunlight 
excites the D-layer to the point where it absorbs enough RF to make DXing on 40, 80 
and 160 over long distances nearly impossible during the daytime.  

At night, the D-layer dissipates to the point where absorption isn’t a problem and 
stations can be worked over great distances on the low bands.  A requirement for 
reliable contacts however is that both stations be in darkness or nearly so. 

The D-layer effect is the primary cause of what appears to be one-way propagation on 
the lower HF bands.  Here’s what happens on 40 meters at sundown: 

The east coast US station has darkness to the east and sunshine to the west.  D-layer 
absorption has eliminated atmospheric noise from the west and depending on the time 
of year and exact time of day, D-layer absorption may also be reducing atmospheric 
noise from the north and/or south.  The US east coast station has very little atmospheric 
noise – most of it is being absorbed.  The only direction the US station can receive 
atmospheric noise and signals from is the darkness path; from the east.  

Meanwhile, as the sun sets on the east coast of the US, stations in Europe have been in 
darkness for many hours.  They are receiving atmospheric noise from every direction.  
The signals are making it across the Atlantic equally well in both directions, but the 
signal-to-noise ratio at the path ends will be different by many dB.  The US can hear 
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Europe; Europe can’t hear the US.  The difference in atmospheric noise accounts for 
that. 

Figure 1 depicts the scenario on a typical evening.  This image is for August 3rd at 0050Z.  
N4GG is in sunset twilight on the west end of the path and only receiving noise from 
the east.  On the east end of the path, Europe has been in darkness for hours and 
European stations are receiving noise from all directions. 

I’ll close with a brief comment about DXing on the grey line.  Seasoned DXers know the 
longest-haul DX on the low bands is possible when the station on one end of the path 
is experiencing sunrise while the other is experiencing sunset – the “grey line.”  There 
are programs on the web which will calculate and display that condition for your QTH.  
The two figures in this Around the Shack column are from the software program DX 
Atlas.  One of many reasons grey-line DXing is so good is because of the phenomena 
described above.  Both stations are experiencing low atmospheric noise.   

There are a few memorable QSOs in one’s ham career.  One of mine is working XU7ACY 
on 80 meters at the grey line.  XU is in CQ zone 26.  For many, a zone 26 QSO on 80 
meters is the last contact needed for 5-band WAZ.  The contact was completed at 1414Z 
on December 17, 2010.  The sun location for that QSO is shown in Figure 2.  It is 22 
minutes before sunrise at N4GG and 44 minutes after sunset at XU7ACY.  Both stations 
are experiencing about a half hemisphere of atmospheric noise.  N4GG is about to hear 
no further signals as D-layer absorption sets in.  XU7ACY is about to have problems 
hearing due to receiving atmospheric noise from all directions.  During my QSO with 
XU7ACY signals came up then faded out in about one minute.   

The 80 meter antennas at N4GG are modest at best.  A lot of DXing is about knowing 
when and where to show up.  Hint:  Show up when atmospheric noise is low!  Consider 
reading or rereading the Around the Shack column “DX is for the Deserving.”     

73, 

Hal, N4GG 
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Figure 1.  Sunset on the US east coast 

 

 

Figure 2.  The grey line QSO between N4GG and XU7ACY 
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25 Years Ago… (de Bob Sarnecki, NF7D) 

 

The September, 1997 Newsletter is attached for your entertainment.  This month will 
bring a smile to your face; President Paul Hansen (W6XA) was busy on getting some 
great presentations lined up (Thank You, Clark!) and putting together a survey to 
understand what the members expected out of their Club (Thank You, Chuck!).  Part 
of the intrigue 25 years ago were big changes to the DXCC Award, which included 
new categories, changes in handling deleted entries, etc.  Vice President’s Ernie 
Zingleman’s (KS4Q, SK) comment was as timely than as it is today:  “…turn on your rig 
and work some DX”! 

 

DXWorld.net Dxpedition Timeline 

 

 
 
 
The DX World Calendar features a timeline of all DXpeditions anticipated for the 
current month and is a great way to plan your chase for the next, All-Time New One 
(ATNO).  The Calendar is updated regularly; use this link to see the latest version: 
http://www.hamradiotimeline.com/timeline/dxw_timeline_1_1.php 
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SEDXC Officers & Positions 

 

 

SEDXC Officers: 
Chuck Catledge, AE4CW – President – c.catledge@gmail.com 

Clark Macaulay, WU4B – Vice-President – macaulay@gmail.com 
Joel Levine, WA4HNL – Secretary – jlevine@bellsouth.net 
Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN – Treasury – jacantor9@gmail.com 

Bob Hensey, K4VBM – Activities Manager – ptcorners@gmail.com 
 

SEDXC Appointed Positions: 
Chaz Cone, W4GKF – Webmaster – w4gkf@chazcone.com 

Bob Sarnecki, NF7D – SEDXC Bulletin Editor – bob.sarnecki@gmail.com 










