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This Month’s Meeting 

 

Date/Time: Thursday @ 7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom Teleconference 

Info: www.sedxc.org  
 

Topic: DX Chasing 2021 
Speaker: Mike Greenway, K4PI 

 

From the Prez 
 

 
Chuck Catledge, AE4CW 

We lost a good friend.   
 
Dale Schwartz, K4ROZ passed away unexpectedly on Friday, 
August 27th.  As a long-time member of the SEDXC and avid 
DXer he was known for his humor and sharp wit, always 
ready to tell a story and share his affection for ham radio.  
He also loved his profession as an immigration attorney and 
was loved in return by those he helped both in the US and 
around the world.  As a memorial to Dale, the SEDXC has 
ordered a brick to be placed in the ARRL Diamond Terrace. 
 
The “100 Watts and a Wire” operating event kicked off on 
September 1st, and early returns indicate a goodly number 
of folks are on the air looking for DX!  In addition to SEDXC 
members, some of the Atlanta area clubs have enticed their 
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members to give DX a try.  The North Fulton ARL has even added their own special twist to encourage 
participation.  One ham asked if his gutter qualified as a “Wire”, and of course we said “Yes!”. 
 
I have to admit that I’ve been lazy recently, thinking DX was sparse and maybe not worth the effort.  Well, 
“100 Watts and a Wire” has proved that to be wrong!  I hadn’t used FT8 in over three years, but it took only 
30 minutes to get it and JTAlert working again.  What a surprise it was to find not just a little but a lot of 
activity from all four corners of the planet.  And, on all the bands from 80 through 15M and even a little on 
160.  One example was a VK, a ZL, a JA and Fiji worked in nine minutes on 40M.  And from another corner 
of the planet, a ZR on 15 and a VP8 on 20 and 40M.  “S&P” seems more effective since you can target the 
entities you are looking for on each band.  Next up, I’ll try to replicate this on SSB and CW! 
 
Be sure to take a look at the Band/Entity Excel worksheet link on the web site; it’s a great tool for keeping 
track of the band/entities you’ve worked. 
 
Check out  https://www.t-rexsoftware.com/sedxc/100_watts_and_a_wire/index.htm. 
 
Hamfests are returning!  Even with the spike of the Delta variant, folks are venturing out to see their friends 
and look for treasures to bring home.  Huntsville lost some of the commercial vendors, but attendance was 
still pretty good.  The Shelby Hamfest was full of hams, vendors and lots of vintage gear.  And, the Stone 
Mountain Hamfest is planning for a full-scale event; let’s hope that the pandemic subsides, and a record 
number of vendors and hams come out. 
 
And last, Jeff, K1ZN our Treasurer has been working on some changes to the club’s Constitution and By-
Laws to bring these documents up to date.  Please see Jeff’s column for all the details.  We will take a vote 
on these proposed changes at the October meeting. 
 
In the meanwhile, stay safe and gud DX! 
 
73, Chuck AE4CW 
 

 

 
to be worked, too.  I’m limited to 20m and above using my HexBeam so am not able to participate (yet) in 
this month’s operating event, but I have been having fun working DX in Europe and the Pacific on CW using 

VP’s Corner (de Clark Macaulay, WUB4) 

 

The DX season typically starts in the fall, right?  Leaves falling that allow antenna 
work to be done.  DXpedition requests for funding start to ramp up. Temperatures 
in the fall are much cooler, too.  So, one would think September is a transition 
month: end of summer (Labor Day cookouts) and still warm with lots of sunshine 
that is not as conducive to DXing.   
 
Well, one would be wrong.  As noted by Chuck in his column, the “100 Watts and a 
Wire” DX operating event is THIS month, not later in the fall.  There is plenty of DX  

https://www.t-rexsoftware.com/sedxc/100_watts_and_a_wire/index.htm
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100w on the HexBeam.  17m is where I’m starting to spend my time searching for new band slots to get my 
DX Challenge from 1450 to 1500.  There is still lots of activity out there. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed the talk by Bob Heil K9EID last month.  Bob is a living legend in our hobby, and while 
I’m not much of an SSB op, hearing about his products and what prompted their development was 
fascinating to me.  This month, we have a another ‘living legend’ in Mike Greenway K4PI who will share 
how he keeps racking up more and more points in DX chasing despite having worked them all (340 on 
DXCC).  I hope you will join me to get your batteries recharged for DXing this winter. 
 
One other thought:  Mike has been proactive in lending a helping hand to anyone who wants to become 
more successful at DXing. Many of us have benefited from his emails on the reflector about when a 
particular band opening on 6m (summer) or to Asia over the pole (winter) was open.  I was fortunate to 
spend an afternoon with Mike as his QTH as he explained operating techniques and shack preparation tips 
that helped me a lot.  He is a wonderful mentor. 
 
We have some very interesting and exciting programs for the rest of the year and the 1Q 2022 is shaping up 
as well.  If there is something YOU are interested in, please don’t hesitate to give me shout at 
clark.macaulay@gmail.com.   
 
73 es gud DX, 
 
Clark, WU4B 
 
 

 An update to Constitution Article I-B clause to include a broad spectrum of DX achievements beyond 
DXCC specifically; this has now been commonly adopted by a preponderance of DX clubs 

 To remove the Constitution Article II-B clause requiring two levels of membership (DXCC not achieved 
and DXCC achieved) as this requirement has not been enforced in recent years 

 To update the By-Laws GOALS clause to expand the variety of awards that club members are charged to 
assist other members in attaining; and, 

 To clarify the By-Laws clause DXPEDITION DONATIONS to require a two-thirds majority vote of 
members attending the meeting where the funding application is being considered. 

 

Treasurer’s Journal (de Jeff Cantor, K1ZN) 

 

Hi, SEDXC Members!  The Club checkbook balance as of September 8, 2021 was: 
$18,435.08. 
 
Last month, we paid $113.35 for an Acknowledgement Plaque and postage. 
 
As Chuck mentioned earlier, your Club officers will be presenting a proposal to modify 
the SEDXC Constitution & By-Laws at the October meeting.  We are doing this for 
several reasons: 
 

mailto:clark.macaulay@gmail.com
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Attached to this newsletter is a revised copy of the document for your review. 
 
Gud DX, 73, 
 
Jeff, K1ZN 

 
 

 
year keeps his excitement in DXing going.  His talk will contain something for us veterans, newbies, and 
anyone who just wants to know how K4PI keeps going. 

 
 

Meanwhile, we frequently run into situations where we can hear a distant station but that station can’t 
hear us, or vice versa.  Those situations are often the result of differences in station hardware and 
antennas. 
 
One station may be QRO, the other QRP.  Local manmade noise (RFI) may be high at one station (urban 
QTH) and low at the other (in the country).  Station differences account for a lot of what appears to be one-
way propagation but isn’t. 
 
The ionosphere is bidirectional. 
 
Meanwhile, perfectly equal stations in identical man-made noise environments (a hypothetical) still 
sometimes experience the phenomena of only one station hearing the other.  That must be one-way 

This Month’s Meeting (de Clark Macaulay, WU4B) 

 

This month we are honored to have one of our own, Mike K4PI, be our speaker.  Mike 
was first licensed in 1957 at 14 years old and started working DX in 1959.  “It was very 
slow beginnings as my equipment was always substandard, but I was smitten with 
working DX.  At 78 now I have not lost the spark for chasing DX.  Always trying to 
achieve a new goal in DXing,” writes Mike. 
 
K4PI has worked 340 entities in DXCC and is currently ranked #7 in Club Log 
worldwide rankings.  One would think he is done, but to Mike, setting new goals every 

Around the Shack (de Hal Kennedy, N4GG) 

 

 

One Way Propagation 
 
Is there one-way propagation?  This question comes up a lot and the answer 
might surprise you.  Sticking to a strict definition of the word ‘propagation,’ one-
way propagation does not exist. 
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propagation, right?  No, sorry, it isn’t.  For perfectly matched stations with matched local noise, there is still 
a major factor to account for – atmospheric noise. 
 
There is a way to reliably experience what seems to be one-way propagation nearly every night of the year.  
It’s on 40 meters an hour or so before sundown on the east coast of the US.  At that time it’s easy to hear 
stations in Europe while almost none of them can hear you.  Some of them are running approximately the 
same power and antennas you are, have the same amount of local manmade noise you do, and they can’t 
hear you.  I’ve called European stations on 40 at sundown with 100 watts and they continue CQing as if I 
wasn’t there.  Switching on the amp and running 1,500 watts often does not help. They still can’t hear me.  
It must be one-way propagation, yes?  Well, no. 
 
The 40-meters-at-sundown case is the perfect example for explaining what’s really going on.  The cause of 
what seems to be one-way propagation is the signal-to-noise ratios (SNR) on the opposite ends of the path 
are very different.  The difference is not due to signal strength (propagation) or local noise (RFI), it’s due to 
atmospheric noise.   
 
The cause of the difference in atmospheric noise is due to what is occurring in the D-layer of the 
ionosphere.  Here is a rudimentary explanation of the D-layer for those who may not know of it. 
 
The sun ionizes a layer of the ionosphere called the D-layer.  Long range communication on HF (DX) occurs 
by reflecting signals off the upper reaches of the ionosphere, typically off what’s called the E-layer (E-skip), 
or one or more of several F-layers (particularly on VHF).  The D-layer resides below the useful layers and 
absorbs signals rather than reflecting them.  Fortunately, the D-layer dissipates after sundown.  Direct 
sunlight excites the D-layer to the point where it absorbs enough RF to make DXing on 40, 80 and 160 over 
long distances nearly impossible during the daytime.  
 
At night, the D-layer dissipates to the point where absorption isn’t a problem and stations can be worked 
over great distances on the low bands.  A requirement for reliable contacts however is that both stations be 
in darkness or nearly so. 
 
The D-layer effect is the primary cause of what appears to be one-way propagation on the lower HF bands.  
Here’s what happens on 40 meters at sundown: 
 
The east coast US station has darkness to the east and sunshine to the west.  D-layer absorption has 
eliminated atmospheric noise from the west and depending on the time of year and exact time of day, D-
layer absorption may also be reducing atmospheric noise from the north and/or south.  The US east coast 
station has very little atmospheric noise – most of it is being absorbed.  The only direction the US station 
can receive atmospheric noise and signals from is the darkness path; from the east.  
 
Meanwhile, as the sun sets on the east coast of the US, stations in Europe have been in darkness for many 
hours.  They are receiving atmospheric noise from every direction.  The signals are making it across the 
Atlantic equally well in both directions, but the signal-to-noise ratio at the path ends will be different by 
many dB.  The US can hear Europe; Europe can’t hear the US.  The difference in atmospheric noise accounts 
for that. 
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Figure 1 (figures appear on next page) depicts the scenario on a typical evening.  This image is for August 3rd 
at 0050Z.  N4GG is in sunset twilight on the west end of the path and only receiving noise from the east.  
On the east end of the path, Europe has been in darkness for hours and European stations are receiving 
noise from all directions. 
 
I’ll close with a brief comment about DXing on the grey line.  Seasoned DXers know the longest-haul DX on 
the low bands is possible when the station on one end of the path is experiencing sunrise while the other is 
experiencing sunset – the “grey line.”  There are programs on the web which will calculate and display that 
condition for your QTH.  The two figures in this Around the Shack column are from the software program 
DX Atlas.  One of many reasons grey-line DXing is so good is because of the phenomena described above.  
Both stations are experiencing low atmospheric noise.   
 
There are a few memorable QSOs in one’s ham career.  One of mine is working XU7ACY on 80 meters at the 
grey line.  XU is in CQ zone 26.  For many, a zone 26 QSO on 80 meters is the last contact needed for 5-band 
WAZ.  The contact was completed at 1414Z on December 17, 2010.  The sun location for that QSO is shown 
in Figure 2.  It is 22 minutes before sunrise at N4GG and 44 minutes after sunset at XU7ACY.  Both stations 
are experiencing about a half hemisphere of atmospheric noise.  N4GG is about to hear no further signals 
as D-layer absorption sets in.  XU7ACY is about to have problems hearing due to receiving atmospheric 
noise from all directions.  During my QSO with XU7ACY signals came up then faded out in about one 
minute.   
 
The 80 meter antennas at N4GG are modest at best.  A lot of DXing is about knowing when and where to 
show up.  Hint:  Show up when atmospheric noise is low!  Consider reading or rereading the Around the 
Shack column “DX is for the Deserving.”     
 
73, 
 
Hal N4GG 
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Figure 1.  Sunset on the US east coast 

 

 
Figure 2.  The grey line QSO between N4GG and XU7ACY 
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOUTHEASTERN DX CLUB 
Last Revised: September 18, 2014 

Proposed Revision – August 2021 

ARTICLE I              Name and Purpose of the Club 

  A.   The name of the Club shall be the Southeastern DX Club (SEDXC), with permanent headquarters in 

Atlanta, GA and shall hereinafter be referred to as the “Club”.  

B. The purpose of the Club shall be to promote fraternalism among Radio Amateurs of the World having an 

interest in international Amateur Radio communications through sharing their collective knowledge and experience, 

promoting the highest standards of practice and techniques, and assisting fellow Amateurs in achieving higher levels 

of DX achievement and recognition.  The Club shall also promote the merits of DXing to other members of the 

Amateur Radio community. 

 

ARTICLE II           Membership in the Club  

A. Membership in the Club shall be open to all Radio Amateurs holding an active Amateur License who are 

interested in international Amateur Radio Communication.  

 

B. Membership Dues shall be assessed by the Officers of the Club hereinafter provided for, and shall be 

approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Members present at open meeting, provided the 

total Membership has been notified by First Class mail or preferably Electronic Mail (Email) of the 

pending action at least seven days prior to said meeting. 

 

C. There shall be three (3) categories of Membership Dues: Regular, Family, and Student.  

Dues are due and payable on or before June 30 of each year. Dues not paid are delinquent after 

September 1. Members whose dues are delinquent shall be dropped from the Club roster and lose all 

Club privileges. Membership may be restored at any time during the Club year by paying the full year's 

dues. New members who join the Club between June 30 and December 31 shall pay Dues for that full 

Club year. New members, who join between January 1 and June 30, shall pay a full year's dues but shall 

be considered fully paid to June 30 of the following year. Former members do not qualify as new 

members. 

 

 

ARTICLE III          Officers of the Club  

A. Governance of the Club shall be vested in the Officers of the Club consisting of five (5) Regular 

Members elected each year by the Members. Collectively they shall be referred to as the “Board”. 
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B. The Board shall consist of the President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and an Activities 

Manager. 

 

 

 

 ARTICLE IV        Meetings of the Club  

A. Regular Meetings shall be held once each month at a time and place selected by the Board. B. Special 

Meetings may be held at a time and place selected by the Board provided that at least seven days‘ 

notice is given the full membership by First Class mail or preferably Email.  

 

ARTICLE V         Activities of the Club  

 A.           Club Activities should include, but not be limited to:  

1. Participation in all DX contests of bona fide Amateur Radio organizations shall be encouraged.   

 

2. An official Bulletin informing members of meeting content, DX and member news and so forth 

shall be published. 

 

3. The Club shall seek and find ways to mentor or encourage other Radio Amateurs to discover and 

enjoy the merits of DXing and HF communication. 

 

4. The Club shall render any technical, clerical, and/or financial assistance to DX Stations approved 

by the Club.  

 

5. The Club shall institute any Operating Achievement Awards deemed appropriate.  

 

6. The Club shall create and maintain an SEDXC web page containing detailed information about the 

Club.  

 

7. The Club shall apply for and strive to maintain Club Affiliation with the ARRL. 

 

 ARTICLE VI             Bylaws  



 

 
The SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 
necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All rights reserved. 

10 

A.   In addition to this Constitution, the Club shall be governed by a set of Bylaws designed to govern each 

Article of the Constitution and to be approved as soon as possible after adoption of this Constitution.  

 

 

ARTICLE VII           Amendments to this Constitution and Bylaws  

 

A.  This Constitution and the Bylaws of the Club may be amended by a two thirds (2/3) majority of Members 

present at a meeting, providing the total Membership has been notified by First Class mail or preferably 

Email of the pending action at least seven days prior to said meeting.  
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By-Laws of the Southeastern DX Club 

 

Revised September 18, 2014 

 

ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER:  The Club shall be governed as stated by the Constitution and Bylaws of the 

Southeastern DX Club according to Robert’s Rules of Order. 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS TO BE CONSISTENT:  If any Article of the Constitution of the Club is deleted by 

amendment of the Constitution, any Bylaw pertaining to that Article of the Constitution of the Club shall also be 

deleted. Any proposed* amendment to the Bylaws of the Club, or any motion which would change the intent of any 

Bylaw of the Club must be presented according to the same procedure as an amendment to the Constitution of the 

Club and shall require the same two-thirds (2/3) majority to pass.  

OFFICERS UNABLE TO CONTINUE THEIR DUTIES: The President of the Club may assign additional duties to any 

Officer, including duties normally the responsibility of another Officer. If any Officer of the Club is unable to continue 

their duties, the President of the Club shall appoint any Regular Member of the Club to fulfill the remaining term of 

the retiring Officer If the President shall resign or be unable to continue his normal duties, the Vice President shall 

succeed to the office of President. If both the President and Vice President resign, the remaining Officers of the 

Board will immediately follow the procedures for election of a complete Board. During such time as elapses before 

such election occurs, the remaining Officers of the Board shall serve as a joint committee, with all powers normally 

exercised by the Board. The term of office by the newly elected Board shall expire at such time as would normally 

occur, except, if less than 2 months remain until the normal election of new Officers, the newly elected Officers shall 

serve for the remainder of the term of office of the previous Officers, and then for their normal term of office.  

SECRETARY OF THE CLUB: The Secretary of the Club shall be responsible for recording all Members present at all 

meetings. Monthly membership attendance lists shall be retained for the last 12 months and the Secretary of the 

Club shall be responsible for passing this list to his elected successor.  

ROLL CALL VOTE: Any Member of the Club may, on any vote, demand that each Member present orally state his 

“yea” or “nay” to the current motion by requesting a roll call.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The President shall be directly responsible for the appointment of a committee 

comprised of Members of the Club to nominate the future Board. Of the current Board, only one may serve on the 

Nominating Committee.  

ETHICAL CONDUCT: All Members of the Club shall be bound by the Code of Ethics as presented by the ARRL, and 

shall not take any action or offer any motions for consideration which would be to the detriment of any other 

amateur radio operator, any other duly constituted radio amateur club, or the ARRL. Any motion by any Member of 

the Club which the Presiding Officer considers to be in conflict with this Bylaw shall immediately be ruled out-of-

order.  

GOALS: All Members of the Club are specifically charged with aiding all other Members of the Club toward the goal of 

attaining the DXCC, IOTA, WAZ, WPX and other Amateur Radio organization DX activity awards and, eventually, DXCC 
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& IOTA Honor Roll. The Club itself shall dedicate its efforts in aiding all Members to upgrade to higher classes of 

license.  

CLUB ROSTER, FINANCIAL STATEMENT, AND BUDGET: The new slate of Officers each year shall be required to 

maintain an updated roster of Club members. The new slate of Officers shall publish in the Bulletin, within 60 days of 

election, a Financial Statement and Budget for the upcoming Club year beginning July 1.  

DXPEDITION DONATIONS: The Board shall determine the Budget for DXpedition donations. The total yearly 

expenditure for DXpedition donations shall not exceed 50% of the balance in the Club’s Treasury at the time of the 

Financial Statement. All requests for donations shall be submitted, in writing, to the Club for approval by a two-thirds 

(2/3) majority vote [of members attending the meeting where the funding application is being considered.]. The 

request shall be published in the SEDXC Bulletin prior to the Club voting on the donation request. 
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