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25 Years Ago in SEDXC 

 

From the Prez 
 

 
 

Dick K5TF 
 
Hello, everyone. 
 
Nothing special to report this month.  I am looking 
forward to seeing all of you at the Zoom meeting on 
Thursday for a great presentation by Cezar VE3LYC.   
 
73,  
 

Dick K5TF 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Month’s Meeting 

 
Date/Time: Thursday September 17th @ 7:00 PM 

Location: Zoom Telemeetiing 
Info: September, 2020  

Topic:  IOTA and Challenging Islands 
Speaker:  Cezar, VE3LYC 

 

VP’s Corner 

 
 

Mike ND4V 
 
DX IS! 
 
The fall contesting season is just around the corner and 
hopefully milder weather with it! It’s time for shack and 
antenna maintenance before it gets really cold.  
Speaking of the change of seasons; I hope everyone 
will get their flu shots. No need to tempt the virus 
demons any more than necessary.  
 
Many thanks to Gregg Marco, W6IZT for doing the 
program last month. I enjoyed the trip to Pitcairn Island.  
I had no idea that it was such a small island. 
 
This month Cezar VE3LYC will talk about the technical 
aspects of the IOTA program but not going into deep 
details.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://sedxc.org/september20.htm
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Treasurer’s Journal  
Balance on hand as of 9/1:  $15,618 after a single 
expenditure of $56.96 for Zoom rental for 3 months.   
 
 73 and stay safe,  
 

Jeff K1ZN 

 
 

 

 
 

Check out Contest Corral 
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Contest%20Corral/2020/Sept
ember%202020%20Corral.pdf for state QSO Parties that 
are always fun.  DX activities in September include:  
 
10th:  WAE Phone contest. 
19th: There will be a huge amount of activity including 
SAS Activity CW, All Africa International DX and five (5) 
state QSO parties.   
26th: CQ WW DX RTTY.   
 
 

  

The Reading Report 
 
I enjoy reading about DX clubs:  their activities and 
projects.  Often I get an idea for WU4B regarding a 
station change or an activity I would like to join.   
 
This month the Texas DX Society announces their 
special event station K5DX/50 commemorating their 50th 
anniversary.  Neat idea.  Perhaps something like this 
would be of interest to SEDXC members.  Check it out at 
http://www.tdxs.net/bs2020/sep20.pdf. 
 
The September issue of the Potomac Valley Radio Club 
is huge (23 pages).  Good article, with pictures, of the 
clubs Field Day at Home activities.  Also station-related 
articles about raising a new tribander, Heathkit 220/221 
Upgrades, and Remote Antenna Disconnect Devices.  
Check it out at http://pvrc.org/Newsletters/2020_09.pdf  
 

Clark WU4B 

 
 
 
 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG 
 

 
 

How Many Tubes Did You Say? 
 
This past year I briefly dabbled with “boat anchors,” 
something I had not done since those rigs were new. 
 
With an urge (a pretty mild urge) to put my novice 
station back together for a trip down memory-lane, I 
put an SX-110, DX-20 and VF-1 on my look-to-buy 
list.  It was something of a whim; I had low 
expectations of accomplishment.  It made for a nice 
daydream. 
 
To get the setup more complete I would need a 
straight key – I still had that from 1961 (Figure 1) and 
a Vibroplex Blue Racer if I wanted to get myself up to 
“General Class” circa 1962.  By 1963 I had built a 
150 watt amplifier from April, 1961 QST.  In the 
article it ran a pair of 1625s – I opted for a pair of 
807s – the same tube with a 6V filament instead of a 
12V filament.  The Fair Lawn, NJ town dump yielded 
a TV set power transformer that had a 6V winding for 
filaments and high voltage windings that were about 
right for B+.   807s cost next to nothing - a necessity 
since my sole revenue came from a small paper 
route.  The amplifier article can be found in the QST 
archives. 
 
I will spare you the details and summarize my 
nostalgia adventure: 
 
- I saw a DX-20 at the Orlando hamfest and HAD to 
have it.  I was told it was working fine.  I got it home 
and discovered it had no tubes.  Checking the power 
transformer I burned up my VOM.  I’d forgotten about 
high voltage.  I bought a new top-of-the-line (a life’s 
investment) analog VOM with a 1,000 volt scale.  It 
dawned on me my thousands-of-parts junk box 
contained NO PARTS for boat anchors.  Interestingly, 
the DX-20 had two wiring errors.  For 60 years it had 
never worked.  W4AX provided the tubes I needed 
(thanks Mack).  I got it on the air and made some 
contacts.  I marveled at how simple it was and how 
good Heathkit’s engineering was.   
 

Cont. on p. 4  
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SEDXC OFFICERS 
President  
Dick Baxter, K5TF 
K5tf58@gmail.com 

 
Vice President  
Mike Weathers, ND4V 
ND4V@comcast.net 

 
Secretary 
Paul Kelley, W4KLY 
w4kly@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer 
Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN 
jacantor9@Gmail.com  
 
Activities  
Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV 
WA4ZXV@arrl.net 

Appointed Positions 

SEDXC Bulletin Editor  
Clark Macaulay, WU4B 
clark.macaulay@gmail.com 

 
Membership Committee Chairman 
Bill Barr, N4NX 
n4nx@arrl.net 
 
Webmaster 
Chaz cone, W4GKF 
w4gkf@chazcone.com 
 
 

Club Communications 
SEDXC Webpage: www.sedxc.org 
SEDXC Chat Room: details on webpage 
SEDXC Reflector: details on webpage 
 
SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the 
Southeastern DX Club. All opinions expressed by the 
contributors do not necessarily reflect those of the 

editor, officers, or club.  All rights reserved.  
 

VP Corner (cont.) 

 
He will then relate some of the challenges 
associated with the last 2-3 expeditions he was on 
(TXØA/TX0M, VE3LYC/KL7 – NA-150, and K7TRI) 
– a part that will consist of a series of slides.  
 
As in the past, our meeting will be virtual via Zoom. 
Instructions for joining the meeting are HERE. I’ll 
try to remember to get Chaz to do an e-blast to 
everyone with the click here link that makes it easy 
to join the meeting.  
 
In October Bob Allphin, K4UEE will take us to the 
Marquesas Islands. I believe this trip was a 
departure from the tent and generator DXpeditions 
that we generally associate with Bob’s travels. 
 

 

 
 
If you have a program in mind that would be of 
interest to DXers or Contesters, shoot me a line at 
nd4v@comcast.net and I’ll try to make it happen. 
 
73 es gud DX! 
 

Mike ND4V 

 
 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
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Around the Shack (cont.) 
 
- I begged and borrowed crystals.  Thanks N4DK and K5TF. 
 
- I bought a VF-1 VFO just as someone gave me a second one for free. 
 
- K8EAB tossed me a DX-40 to refurbish.  That was fun and I had a VOM (the only test gear you need) to get it done.  
I made a few QSOs and returned it. 
 
- I volunteered to get W4KLY’s two-tube transmitter back on the air - one he had built 40 years ago that needed new 
filter capacitors and a little tweaking.  I made some QSOs on 40 with Paul’s transmitter, including one with a ZL.  
Output: 22 watts.  My favorite QSO: Me: “Rig here OM is an MOPA, 6AG7 and 6L6.”  Reply: “I think you may be 
sending me tube numbers but I have no idea what that is.” 
 
- I gave away one of the VF-1s, then gave the DX-20, the second VF-1 and all the crystals to QRP aficionado W4QO. 
 
At that point I lost interest but I had spent $500 on a Begali bug as a replacement for the Blue Racer given me by 
W2MOF (sk) in 1962.  I am using the Begali with modern gear and my proficiency is returning.  I can now, once again, 
be identified by my fist – for the first time in 40 years. 
 
So, what’s the point of this month’s column?  I became amazed at how easy it is to get on the air with two tubes.  The 
DX-20 had a 6CL6 oscillator and a 6DQ6 final.  Paul Kelly’s home-brew MOPA (master oscillator, final amplifier) uses 
a 6AG7 oscillator and a 6L6 output stage.  I wrote in the present tense because Paul is making contacts with it as I 
write this.  Add a one-tube Heathkit VF-1 VFO and you can operate anywhere on 10 through 80 meters.  I even got the 
DX-20 onto the WARC bands without modification.  
 
Here is a bit of nostalgia.  I’d like to suggest reading about the Trans-Atlantic Tests of 1921, as described in QST, 
February, 1922.  It’s on-line in the QST archives.  What was the first ham transmitter to reliably make it across the 
Atlantic and to later go on to shatter many distance records?  It was an MOPA!  The transmitter used a UV-204 tube 
as the oscillator and three more UV-204s in parallel as the output stage, for an output power of 1KW on 1.5 Mhz.  I 
count the three tubes in parallel as one big tube in a 2-tube transmitter.  The call sign was 1BCG; the station was in 
Connecticut.  “Two tube transmitter” or “two transistor transmitter” does not necessarily mean QRP.  Think about an 
entire transmitter, made with only two tubes, producing 1KW!  I first read about it in the 1960s and still find it amazing.  
That transmitter was built 100 years ago.    
   
My rig these days is an FTdx5000.  Just one of the ICs in that rig could easily have 50,000 transistors in it and that rig 
is full of ICs.   
 
A vacuum tube and a transistor are the same for this discussion.  They are discrete devices that amplify or switch.  
That’s it.  You or I can make contacts with two transistors or two vacuum tubes, yet today’s modern rigs use tens of 
thousands of them.  The same goes for receivers.  My SX-110 had six tubes in it (not counting the noise blanker tube).  
The noise blanker function added one more tube, a dual-diode type 6H6.  The noise blanker in the 1959-designed SX-
110 performs the same function in the same way with the same performance level as many current rigs do, except 
current rigs use god-knows how many parts and lines of code.  We have come a long way, but have we gotten 
anywhere? 

 
 
 
 
Figure 1.  My first and only straight key.  Used for code practice in 1960 and my Novice 
days (1961).  Call sign WV2QPW.  It is still used occasionally on the air.  The heavy 
steel base was a gift from Frank Leonard, W2NPT, in early 1960.    
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K8EAB got his DX-40 as a gift.  I got one of my VF-1s for free.  Putting a 2-tube radio on the air can cost little or 
nothing.  Try it if you get a chance.  You may be surprised (or reminded) how much you can do with so little.   
 
You may be rewarded too.  I appreciate my FTdx5000, but I had more fun with my DX-20 this year. 
 
In an area unrelated to Ham Radio I am working on an essay about wants and needs.  Sure, we want the transceive 
function, low drift, an accurate frequency readout, etc.  But do we need them?  No.  No we don’t. 
 
73, 
 

Hal N4GG 
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DXpedition Funding Requests 
 

None at this time---Editor 








	From the Prez
	SEDXC OFFICERS
President
	Dick Baxter, K5TF
	Appointed Positions

