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25 Years Ago in SEDXC 

From the Prez 

 

 
 

Dick K5TF 
 
Contrary to what our local thermometers are telling us, 
we are approaching autumn’s arrival on the afternoon 
of September 23, and with that comes quieter bands 
and improved seasonal propagation, especially on the 
lower bands.  There is a lot of exciting DX to be 
worked, even during this prolonged solar slump, and 
the fall contests sponsored by the various radio 
societies around the world are sure to bring DXers out 
of the summer hibernation.  A full calendar of exciting 
fall events fills nearly two full pages (pp. 88, 89) of the 
September issue of CQ.  
 

I mentioned last month that my daughter’s school ham 

club at Kittredge Magnet School in Brookhaven was 
among the finalists in the selection process for 2020 
ARISS contacts.  They have now received notification 
that they are one of six clubs selected to communicate 
  

Cont. on p. 2 

This Month’s Meeting 

 
Date/Time: Thursday September 19th  @ 7:30 PM 

Location: Rich Auditorium, Piedmont Hospital 
Details at www.sedxc.org 

 
 

 
 
 

Program Title: DXpeditions Films in Review 
 

 
 

 

VP’s Corner 

 

 
 

Mike ND4V 
 
Our September meeting will be movie night in the Rich 
Auditorium.  Bob K4UEE has graciously donated a 
couple of DVDs to our library.  I’m thinking that we may 
visit Malpelo Island, the 2012 HKØNA DXpedition. 
 
I hope everyone has October 19 marked on their 
calendar.  Our “Pit Master” Paul W4KLY has promised  
 

Cont. p. 3 
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From The Prez (cont.) 
 
with the international space station in the coming 
year.   Her call is W5FRM, and the club call is 

KQ4KMS.  They have been on the air and the students 
are excited about our awesome hobby. 
  
You all can expect to receive a ballot soon for the 
election of the ARRL Southeastern Division Director.  Our 
current Director, Greg Sarratt, W4OZK, is up for re-
election and is counting on our support.  Greg, who lives 
in Huntsville, AL, is involved in a wide range of ARRL 
activities including serving in key positions on important 
committees.  He has been at the forefront of recent 
successful efforts to prevent the relinquishment of certain 
of our allocated frequencies to non-ham uses, and in 
helping establish new lifelong learning opportunities 
through ARRL.  His bio which summarizes his 
accomplishments during his first term as Southeastern 
Division Director is attached to this bulletin.  Please take 
time to read it, as I request your support in Greg’s 
candidacy for re-election to a second term as Director.     
 
73,  
 

Dick K5TF 

 

Treasurer’s Journal  
 

Checkbook Balance as of September 1, 2019: 
$14,227.95. 
 
Paid expenses   
607O DXpedition $104.99 (incl. PayPal fee) 
VP8/VP8DXU DXpedition $500 
 
There is one DXpedition Funding Request:  FO/M 
Marquesas.  Please see details on p.5. 
 
 73,  
 

Jeff K1ZN 

 

 

Announcements 
Sept 20/21: W4DXCC Convention; Info 
http://w4dxcc.com 
Oct 13:  SEDXC BBQ; details forthcoming 
Nov 2/3:  Lawrenceville Hamfest; info 
http://stonemountainhamfest.com 
 
 

 
 
 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG 
 

 
 

The Human-Radio Interface 
 

What’s the best HF radio?  That contentious question 
comes up from time to time, and I always have 
difficulty restraining myself from jumping into the 
technical end of the conversation.  The technical end 
for me includes not just performance specs, but also 
the human interface.  I ran the human factors 
engineering (HFE) department at a large aerospace 
company for two years.  Applying what I learned 
there along with 58 years on the air has led me to a 
judgment I’d like to offer: the human interface 
designed into some of today’s “modern,” popular-to-
the-point-of-cult-status-radios, is, awful.   
 
Consider flying an F-22 state-of-the-art jet fighter in a 
dogfight.  You have by far the best airplane, 
computers, etc.  But for flight controls we will give you 
the same controls some “state-of-the-art” ham rigs 
have: a keyboard and a mouse.  We might also give 
you a touch screen that’s too small to read and too 
small to operate with your gloves on.  Your opponent 
has a 30 year-old junk airplane with an analog 
joystick and analog foot peddles.  You are DEAD.  
 
The digital revolution continues ever onward however 
– the next generation “fighter jets” will likely be 
unmanned and “fully digital.”  The air flowing over the 
flight control surfaces will still be analog however.  
The world is an analog place. 

 
High Performance HF Radios: 
 
- Newer is sometimes better, sometimes not.  The 
terms newest, best and modern are not 
interchangeable.   
- Smaller is not better.  Smaller is worse unless you 
are going to carry the radio under the seat of an 
airplane (along with a separate power supply since it 
likely doesn’t have one). 
- Monochrome displays are not better.  Unless you 
are colorblind – then it’s a draw. 

 
Cont. on p. 4 
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SEDXC OFFICERS 

 

President: Dick Baxter, K5TF 
K5tf58@gmail.com 
 
Vice President:  Mike Weathers, ND4V 
ND4V@comcast.net 
 
Secretary: Paul Kelley, W4KLY 
w4kly@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer: Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN 
jacantor9@Gmail.com  
 
Activities: Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV 
Wa4zxv@arrl.net 

Appointed Positions 

 
SEDXC Bulletin Editor: Clark Macaulay, WU4B 
clark.macaulay@gmail.com 
 
Membership Committee Chairman 
Bill Barr, N4NX 
n4nx@arrl.net 
 
Webmaster: Chaz cone, W4GKF 
w4gkf@chazcone.com 
 

Club Communications 

SEDXC Webpage: www.sedxc.org 

SEDXC Chat Room: details on webpage 

SEDXC Reflector: details on webpage 

SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern 

DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All 

rights reserved.  

VP Corner (cont.) 

 
to rub some butts and smoke them over low heat.  The 
club will provide BBQ, beans, slaw, beer and wine, and 
soft drinks.  If you have a killer dessert, that would be 
welcomed!  More details like time and place will be on 
the eVite when it goes out.  Please RSVP early. 
 
W4DXCC is just around the corner. Mac, Paul, Norm 
and I plan to attend.  Mac will have his CW OPS code 
challenge set up.  If you want a humbling experience, 
come try your hand at copying 30 call signs.  I can 
copy them, just can’t remember them long enough to 
type them in…. The event is in a great venue with 
great speakers and good food.  In my opinion it is well 
worth the drive to Pigeon Forge. Google W4DXCC for 
info. 
 
Programs – if you want a program on a particular 
subject or can give a program that would be of interest 
to our DX oriented audience, please do contact me. 
 
73, 
 

Mike ND4V 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Continued from page 1 
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Around the Shack (cont.) 
 
- Digital is not better than analog, except where it is.  It’s on a case-by-case basis.  Some digital circuits and some 
digital displays are inferior to analog ones, others are better in one way or another. 
 
To me, the degree of digitization inside a radio has never mattered.  The signal at the antenna jack is analog.  The 
output signal to your headphones is analog too – as are your ears and your brain.  The radio is a black box that 
converts analog RF signals to analog audio signals.  How it does that doesn’t matter.  How well it does that and how 
easy it is to operate are what matter. 
 
Meanwhile, digital modes like FT8 are on the verge of altering that paradigm.  Headphones are headphones, ears are 
ears, but the “audio” radio-to-computer interface is starting to be done digitally for digital modes. 
 
As a technocrat, I could go on and on and miss the most important point: 
 
What is the very best HF radio?  It’s the one that puts the biggest smile on your face.  This is a hobby! 
 

But, if what puts the biggest smile on your face is exquisite design, 
second-to-none performance across all operating scenarios, and a best-
of-class human interface, then, in my humble opinion, the radio you want, 
currently, is the ICOM IC-7851.  Those cost $12,500.  What?  Yes, 
$12,500. 
 
Fortunately, you can have a radio very close to the 7851’s performance 

and first-class human interface for a fraction of the cost.  There are HF radios under $5K (new) that are close enough 
to make me smile. 
 
Meanwhile, price aside, what makes you smile might be QRP, UHF, boat-anchor antiques or any of the other versions 
of amateur radio you find appealing.  Or maybe what makes you smile is owning the very latest radio with technical 
performance and/or the human interface of secondary importance.  If you are smiling, you own the best radio. 
 
What radio makes you smile? 
 
73,  
 

Hal N4GG 
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DXpedition Funding Request 
 

Entity Name / Call Sign TX7T 

 

Web page Marquesas2019.com 

 

Team leader / number of members: K5PI, Team Leader, CanAm Group - K4UEE, W5MJ, W5RF, F6BCW, 

VE7KW, VA7DX, W5SJ 

 

Approx. Date and duration of DXpedition November 7 to November 18, 2019 

QSL manager / QSL route  

MØURX 

Budget estimated for DXpedition  

$25,000 

Position on most wanted list: #59 – August CLUB LOG 

 

Landing permit/operating permission 

approved. 

YES 

Last time this entity was activated 2016 

 

Typical interval between activations 2-5 years 

 

Anyone planning to activate this entity 

before your DXpedition 

NO 

Objective / Strategy 30K QSO – all bands, CW, SSB, FT8 -emphasis on top band, 80, 40 

 

Callsign/Age of youngest Team member K5PI/55 

SEDXC member initiating request K4UEE 

 

SEDXC member(s) participating K4UEE 

 

Funding amount requested $250.00 

 

Send Funds to: W5RF – Robert Feldtman, 379 County Road 104, Buckholts, TX 76518 

SEDXC logo on QSL cards? YES 

 

SEDXC logo on web page? YES 

 

Additional comments:   

We appreciate your consideration.  Please respond to Bill Priakos, W5SJ, bill@priakos.com 

MNI TKS es 73!  CanAm Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:bill@priakos.com
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150 Years Ago:  The Worst Solar Storm Ever 
 

 

On Sept. 2, 1859, an incredible storm of charged particles sent by the sun slammed into 
Earth's atmosphere, overpowered it, and caused havoc on the ground. Telegraph wires, 
the high-tech stuff of the time, suddenly shorted out in the United States and Europe, 
igniting widespread fires. Colorful aurora, normally visible only in polar regions, were seen 
as far south as Cuba and Hawaii. 

Earth's magnetic field normally protects the surface of the planet from some storms. In 
1859, the planet's defenses were totally overwhelmed. Over the past decade, similar but 
less powerful storms have likewise busted through, giving scientists insight into what will 
eventually happen again. 

The outlook is not rosy. 

The solar storm of 1859 was three times more powerful than one that cut power to an entire Canadian province in 
1989. Experts say if it happened today – and it could – the result might be unthinkable. 

If a storm that severe occurred today, it could cause up to $2 trillion in initial damages by crippling communications on 
Earth and fueling chaos among residents and even governments in a scenario that would require four to 10 years for 
recovery, according to a report earlier this year by the National Academy of Sciences. For comparison, hurricane 
Katrina inflicted somewhere between $80 billion and $125 billion in damage. 
 
The good news is that astronomers know what they're dealing with a little more nowadays and have the ability to 
forecast solar storms, with the help of sun-watching spacecraft. The storms originate – still largely unpredictably – from 
dark sunspots. Once the spots erupt, an initial wave of radiation strikes Earth in just minutes. The worst eruptions 
unleash another cloud of charged particles that billow outward and take anywhere from 18 to 36 hours to reach us; 
those can be spotted and evaluated on the way, allowing for relatively accurate predictions of arrival time and potency. 

Advance warning allows key power-grid switching stations to be turned off for protection. Satellites that might 
otherwise be knocked out by an electrical short are put into sleep mode. 

We have the 1859 tempest to thank for ushering in the era of solar storm forecasting. 

Source:  www.space.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.space.com/6290-perfect-space-storm-catastrophic-earth-study-concludes.html


 

Dear ARRL Member, 

 

I am running for re-election as your ARRL Southeastern Division Director and would 

appreciate your continued support and vote. 

 

I enjoy my interaction with hams throughout our Division which helps shape my 

member-driven-thinking to improve, protect and serve Amateur Radio and the ARRL.  

These interactions help me to leverage my proven leadership performance, vision, 

integrity, experience, credibility and successful Board collaboration to make progressive 

changes to improve and protect Amateur Radio. 

 

Here is some information about me and a few of my recent accomplishments and activities working on the 

ARRL Board of Directors. 

 

I serve as chairman of the new Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) committee.  This 

committee guides the ARRL’s part of the ARISS program main goal in the all-important education sector, 

helping students all around the world learn and make contacts via Amateur Radio with astronauts onboard the 

International Space Station.  In June, I represented the ARRL at the ARISS-International Delegates meeting at 

the Canadian Space Agency in Montreal, Canada.  Delegates from all over the world met for three days and 

discussed current and future ARISS activities.   

 

As a member of the Emergency Communication Manager Requirements committee, I introduced a change for 

the position title to Director of Emergency Management.  This new title will better represent the ARRLs 

commitment to emergency communications, our ARES program and collaboration with served agencies.  My 

ARES leadership and Project Management experience were utilized in contributing valuable requirements for 

the position description in order to hire the best person possible.  

 

As a Programs and Services committee member, I serve as the Contest Advisory Committee representative.  

The Programs and Services committee is where the ARRL oversees all aspects of our Programs and Services 

such as: DX, Contest, awards, Field Organization activities, and ARES.  Currently, we are working on creating 

a new digital contest and looking at a few upgrades to other contests.  

 

At the July Board meeting, I introduced the need to deny the French 144-146 MHz proposal, which has 

positioned the ARRL to oppose the proposal that threatens our spectrum.  This proposal would have particularly 

threatened the International Space Station and satellite Amateur Radio programs.  On August 30
th

, the 

Conference Preparatory Group of the European Conference of Telecommunications and Postal Administrations, 

removed the 144-146 MHz proposal from the study.  It is my opinion, the ARRL opposition stance helped in 

the decision for the removal of the 144-146 MHz effort.  

 

I worked with the Orlando Hamcation leadership to develop a National Convention proposal, and then I 

promoted and gained ARRL Board approval for our Division to host the 2021 ARRL National Convention at 

Orlando Hamcation.  This special National Convention will help celebrate the Orlando Amateur Radio Club’s 

75
th

 Anniversary.    

 

There are many award worthy activities happening in the Southeastern Division.  I enjoy presenting awards to 

members and organizations in our Division.  In February, I presented the Bill Leonard W2SKE Professional 

Media Award for Video Reporting to The Weather Channel’s Jim Cantore and Jen Carfagno, Live and On The 

Air during The Weather Channel’s AMHQ early morning program.  I promoted and gained approval to award 



the 2018 ARRL Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Award, to an outstanding young amateur, Ruth Willet, 

KM4LAO.  Last November, I presented this award at a special celebration reception for Ruth at the Stone 

Mountain Hamfest.  At the July ARRL Board meeting, I introduced a nomination to congratulate NASA on the 

50th Anniversary of Apollo 11.  The Apollo program helped pave the way for the acceptance of Amateur Radio 

on the Space Shuttle and the International Space Station. 

 

I am currently working with two high schools to install an Amateur Radio station at each school.  The school 

stations are planned to expose and help students learn about engineering, technology and Amateur Radio.  I am 

also working on a plan to put repeaters to help emergency communications in Puerto Rico. 

 

A highlight of my Amateur Radio experience was attending a school contact with the International Space 

Station.  This activity generated much exposure, enjoyment, and education for Amateur Radio and space.  The 

excitement of the students and teachers as they talked with the astronaut in space was truly amazing. 

 

I am proud to be a part of the ARRL’s new Life Long Learning initiative.  This progressive project will focus 

on creating online learning and communication opportunities for different sectors of the Amateur Radio 

community.  The initial effort of this project is designed to target new hams that want help getting started 

enjoying and utilizing our hobby. 

 

My memberships include: ARRL life member, AMSAT, QCWA, Huntsville Amateur Radio Club, DeKalb 

County Amateur Radio Club, NASA Marshall Space Flight Center Amateur Radio Club, ARES, and FEMA 

Region 4 Regional Emergency Communications Coordination Working Group. 

 

Additional information can be found at www.w4ozk.com and www.facebook.com/ARRLSoutheasternDivision . 

 

Let’s continue working together to make a positive impact on all aspects of Amateur Radio.  

 

I would appreciate your support and vote for this important ARRL Director position.  Your election ballot will 

be mailed around October 1
st
. 

 

73 and Thank You, 

Greg Sarratt, W4OZK 

http://www.w4ozk.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ARRLSoutheasternDivision
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