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MEETING TIME & LOCATION
Tues., Aug 18th, 7:00 PM, TECH AMERICA, just
north on Buford Hwy north of I-285.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
-Mike Greenway, K4PI _

I guess I shouldn’t go out of town again!! I
hope i cIn serve the club well as it should be for the
next year. I need help from all of you. The club can
only exist with your support. Send me your ideas
please... If you have programs you would like to see
let us know. We will attempt to get anything you

desire to see. If there are things you would like to see-

in the news letter let us know.

Things have been slow at the shack this sum-
mer. anere have been a few band countries added.
Since they plan to add 6 meters to the DXCC 2000
ilhave started building my 6 meter antenna farm. For
you guys who have them all the new DXCC 2000 will
give you something to work towards. I hope this new
program will breathe some new life into the DXCC
program as it gives they guys who have them all
something else to chase.

I don’t see a lot of questions getting applied to
the SEDXC reflector. In the past 1 had many saying
they had a lot of questions but no one to answer them.
The reflector is the perfect place to pose them. Let’s
use it. Give out the address to anyone interested in dx
as there is no requirement for club membership to join
the reflector.

In closing i would like to say 73 to one of our
club members who is recently became a silent key.
WA4NZJ, Judd Whatley. He was a good friend and we
will miss him. K4JRB had a nice write up about him
on the reflector.

73, Mike, K4PI

VP CORNER
-Jim Worthington, AD4J

_ Mike Zeug, W4MS, will be presenting this
month’s program on operation from 4U1ITU. I'm
hoping to line up programs for several months in
advance and publish a schedule of them in the next
newsletter. If you have a program you’d like to give or

" have ideas for a program, please contact me at

jimw(@tstnet.com or 770- 242-7610.

At the July meeting, Jay Pryor, K40GG, gave
an excellent talk on computer logging programs for
contesting focusing on CT and TR. We also looked at
a DX logging program, DX4WIN. The large number
of questions and comments from members indicated
that this was a subject of interest to most of us. Thanks,
Jay.

The first board of directors was selected and
consists of the outgoing President and Vice President
along with three members selected at large. Having
the board will allow the business section of the monthly
meetings to be minimized or eliminated in favor of the
programs.

Mike Greenway, K4PI, was elected as our new
president. Please join me in congratulating Mike.
We are still searching for a better meeting place.
Desirable characteristics include a location near 285
around the Roswell Rd./Perimeter Mall area along
with a good place to eat near or at the meeting site.
Please let your board of directors or officers know if
you have ideas for an appropriate spot.

73, Jim AD4]J

JUD WHATLEY

W4NZ]J, SK




TREASURERS REPORT

-Nancy Draheim, NK4U

This month Nancy is back in Virginia. She will
report next month. She does remind everyone that this
month is the last month you will get unless you renew!

SEDXC MINUTES 7/21/98

-Rick Glisson, NaXMX, Sec.

The meeting started at 7:05 PM with Paul,
WG6XA, calling the meeting to order. After he intro-
duced himself, everyone went around the room and
introduced themselves. There were 16 members
present.

Upcoming hamfests were announced on Sept 19th and
in Elijay on August 1st, tailgate only.

A motion was made, seconded and passed the SEDXC
would take charge of $361.46 left over from the Dixie
DX'ers and use it along with other clubs to revive and
promote the GA QSO party. Dates to be decided.

- Phil Latta, W4GTS entione it the 1906

CQ 160M plaques had been sent out.

Nancy, NK4U, stated the in.the treasury,
$385.17 was for the 160M CQ plaques and $905.15
was for the packet fund. These funds were donated by
individuals for these purposes and do not come out of
yearly dues. There is approximately $3000 in the
account now.

Mike Greenway had stated that he would be
president for the next year and was voted in. The
offices of Activities and Membership are open.

The executive committee now consists of Paul,
W6XA, Nancy, NK4U, Jim, K4BI, and Paul, K4UJ.
The other positions are still open.

The nextdiscussion was started by Neil, K4FN,
concerning the ARRL's simplified licence sugges-
tions. These were published in QST. The number of
classes would be reduced and the morse requirement
for the new class A (replacing Amateur Extra) reduced
to 12 WPM. This meet with general opposition. The
text can be viewed on the web at www.arrl.org/news/
restructuring. There is a response from to let ARRL
know what you think of it. Several members have sent
letters to the president and their congressman to voice
their opposition to this measure.

Tom, N4XP, was former K8XP. Guess he'll
stay here awhile... ;)

Paul, W6XA, announced the DeSoto Cup for
the person with the most band countries to be given out
by ARRL. This covers 160-2M.

The program was given by Jay, K4OGG. He
demonstrated various contesting programs including
CT, TRLog and DX for Windows. Everyone had their
favorite and added comments as the program pro-
gressed. It was the best place to see all the programs
compared side by side. There were also many people
present who added a lot of personal experience about
each program. Thank you Jay!

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM.

Jud Whatley, W4NZJ, SK
-Dave Thompson, K4JRB

We and amateur radio lost a good friend this past
week. Jud Whatley, W4NZJ, died in a car crash returning
from Florida last Tuesday. He was given nice write ups in
both the Atlanta journal/Constitution local section and the
Gwinnett extra.

Jud admitted he never was much of a Dxer or

contester but became a DXCC member after jnining the

SEDXC several years ago. Hejumpedinto operating both
sections of the CQ 160 contest often from a portable location
at sassafras Mountain. He did well with low power and
always donated his scores to the SEDXC.

Jud wasa rare type who loved amateurradio and was
into elmering new hams and being active in clubs at the
elected level. He served at every level in QCWA including
President of the Atlanta Chapter. Last spring he ran for
QCWA director. I am sure he was considering running
for ARRL office, too and we sure could have used him.

Judwasthe “average” ham that always seemed tobe
there for that contact in the contest. Butmore importantly he
was an “active, concerned” ham. It hurts to lose someone
like him well before his time. ~ -Dave K4JRB '

(continued from p 3) reason the changes are being suggested other than they
are needed.

Thave resisted engaging in any debate about the pros and consof CW
and how it is or is not a filter for “quality” amateurs getting on the HF bands.
Thereare plenty of people who will spend hours and hoursdebating thatsubject.
Tdon’t. Notonly that, it misses the whole point of why the Board suggested the
changes it did. If you have an urge to do that, I can suggest some internet
newsgroups where that debate hasbeenraging for yearsand with nosatisfactory

‘conclusion I might add.

Incidentally, I have drafted this response to send to a number of
individuals who have written or e-mailed me on the subject of the restructuring
and testing proposal so if a ham friend says he received the same response or it
appears in electronic form somewhere, that is the reason.

73, Rod Stafford W6ROD
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From: K2UFT :For what its worth, | can’t vouch for its authenticity since it was part of someone else’s message top me, but this is allegedly the position taken by
W6ROD, ARRL President. According to an on-line database, Mr. Stafford is an Advanced Class (Vanity) licensee and as such personally has a lot of spectrum
to gain by supporting the ARRL position.
Dear Don—

' Thanks for your input about the ARRL’s licensing restructuring and testing proposal adopted by the ARRL Board of Directors a couple of weeks ago in
Connecticut. Let me see if I can shed some light on some of the reasons for the proposed changes.

[ am certain that some hams will find change itself to be very disconcerting. Itis our nature to like things the way they are and the way they were. We're
generally comfortable with that and not comfortable with change. In many instances, we would like to return to “the good old days” of ham radio. However, there
arc some very real reasons why amateur radio has to make some changes if it is to be around in the 21st century.

Asamateurradio operators, we Te slipping farther and farther behind on the technology power curve, and peopletakenoteofthat. Take a look at the primary
modes of communication we use: SSB, FM, CW, etc. Each of those modes of operation have been around 50, 60, 70 years or more. [ was fraveling by airplane
not long ago and the person sitting next to me was a retired electrical engineer. As we chatted I told him about my involvement with amateur radio. He had a ham
license about 45 years ago. He was amazed hams still use SSB, let alone CW. He wondered why the hams didn’t use some of the more “modem” modes of
communications. This is a typical reaction. We have to change people’s perception of ham radio being a pursuit involving 70 year old communication techniques.
One of the ways to help change that perception is to modernize our approach to CW. We're not elminating it, we’re simply trying to put in its proper perspective
as we move into a new century. CW will be around for a very long time as one of the modes of communication for amateurs. There are still many people who use
CW to communicate. However, as an examination element, it carries much more weight than it should at the present time. 1 believe the League proposal will put
CW into a more proper perspective in the examination context as we try to bring amateur radio into the current technological environment.

I don’t think there are many people who see CW as the future of amateur radio. If they do, inmy opinion, they are looking backwards and not to the future
of ham radio. And, as I mentioned, we’re not eliminating CW. There will be plenty of people operating CW just as they have for years.

: Most non-hams think of ham radio as a hobby. And as amatter of fact, most hams think of amateur radio as a hobby. Sure, the League tries to stress the
emergency communications and the public service aspects of amateur radio to those that are unaware of that role and people outside of ham radio do have some

. understandingofthat role of amateurradio. Itis certainly one of the first things I tell people aboutamateur radio ifthey have no acquaintance with the amateur service.

" However, the bottom line is we’re viewed as a hobby.

The point is, we have some very valuable spectrum that is available to us for hobby purposes, and yes, even forour public service activities. Ithas become
more and more difficult in recent years to justify retaining and defending our spectrum from commercial interests who make some very good arguments as to why
they should be allowed to use our spectrum for endeavors that will generate jobs, used advanced telecommunications techniques and put the spectrum to use for
commercial purposes, not just for hobby purposes.

Even considering the perception that whatwedoisa“hobby,” we can countersome of that perception thatwe 're “adying breed” clinging toeld technologies
when we can show that amateur radio is a vital, growing aetivity. One only has to look at the statistics in the last few years to find that to be untrue. [nrecent years
the average age of a active ham has crept up to nearly 60 yearsold. The growth rate of new hams coming, into the service is at a very low rate of less than 2%. That
doesn’t even keep up with the “loss rate” of people who die or simply leave amateur radio for various reasons. The argument that we need to retain spectrum for
the growth of amateuracic in the Sope of such dvindling numbers is an unconvircing one ioanyone, such as itz FOC andsommen al interests, who take a moment
to look at the numbers. : Srzen : '

Taking these factors into consideration, the perceptionof hamradiois oneofanaging groupof hobbyists whouse “less than state-of-the-art” communication
techniques. We may not like that perception but that is what it is in mény circles of the communications industry. And of course the communications industry is

- where we have to compete for our spectrum. : : :

The changes proposed by the League are not the total solution to the problem. Westill have to make an effort to move into more advanced communication”

techniques in the near future. We need to take advantage of some of the more cutting edge modes of digital communication to allow for more efficient use of the
spectrum. The Board of Directors is aware that merely restructuring license classes and modernizing the CW testing requirements is not the whole answer.

The League is going to have to take the lead in promoting technological advances within amateur radio even if it is just stressing the idea that amateurs
put to use in amateur radio some of the techniques used by the commercial services. Hopefully, we’ll be able to rise to that challenge.

And it’s not just the League that needsa different mindset to get us into the nextcentury with a vital amateurradio. Forexample, we might persuade repeater
coordinators to give priority to sanctioning repeaters that are going to be using advanced digital modes rather than the 50 year old narrow band FM mode.

We mighteven persuade radio manufacturers to market HF radios that use other modes than CW and SSB as the primary modes of communication below
30 MHz. There are digital techniques that can be applied to the amateur service that would make more efficient use of the spectrum and minimize the interference
potential between stations.

Isuppose the bottom line is we inamateur radio have to start thinking about the future and where we wauiamateur radio to be in the future. Changes within
ham radio have been suggested for quite a number of years. The pressure for change has been building. The FCC has had a continuing stream of proposals from
individual amateurs tomake significant changes over the last ten years orso. The League, for various reasons, has resisted such change, myselfincluded. However,

[ think the proposal the League recently adopted will move us as amateurs in the direction we need to be going.

Any comments you have regarding the specific provisions of the proposal can be addressed by filing comments with the FCC when, and if, the matter
is released for public comment.

 also have to make a comment about the “motives” of the members of the Board in making sucha proposal. Some hams who are not in favorofthe changes
havesaid the Board made the move to makesure moreradios were sold. Somehavesaid itwas toattractmore memberstothe League. Icanstate withoutany hesitation
that the Board acted in the best interests of amateur radio and for no other reason. Most all of the members of the Board have been amateurs for 35 years or so and
some even much longer. These are not people who want to see amateur radio be hurt inany way. They don’tspend 30 or 40 hours a week working on amateur radio
matters for anything other than the benefit of amateur radio.

I don’tthink there is anyone on the Board who cares how many radios Yaesu, lcom or Kenwood sell. Those companiesare involved in other commercial
activities and the amateur radio segment of their business is not large in the context of their entire commercial enterprise. If one or more of those companies should
leave the amateur radio market, some other company will fill the void and market amateur radios. Of course, that assumes there is an amateur radio service.

The League would obviously like to have more of the amateurs as members. I certainly don’tdispute that. Butthat doesn’tmean itwill benefitany person
on the Board if the League has additional members because we are volunteers to begin with. We don’t get paid and we certainly don’t get any bonuses if additional
members join the organization. It actually means the League can provide more in the way of services to the members more than anything else.

The changes proposed by the Board are needed. Other changes along the lines that I mentioned are also needed for the amateur service to continue to be
a growing, valuable service. :

1 would hope that vou would consider these factors in assessing the need for and the effect of the [ eague’s proposal. There’s no (continued p 2)
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SEDXC OFFICERS DX PACKET FREQ.
K4KR (2400) 145.63

President: Mike Greeway, K4PI K4KG (2400) 144.91
kdpi@att.net _ WA4UCK (24 & 96) 145.65, 144.97 (ARCDX)
H: (770) 942-4576 NI4X (9600) 144.93, 145.71, 440.75
V. President: Jim Worthington, AD4J K4UJ (2400) 145.67 (SE Megacluster)
jimw@tstnet.com (telnet 205.217.100.91)
H: (770) 242-7610
W: (770) 446-3211 DX COMMUNICATION FREQ.
Secretary: Rick Glisson, NAXMX Simplex 147.54
rglisson@america.net Melvin  147.51
H: (404) 352-5349
| W: (404) 522-8364 K4JPD Repeater (tone 7)-
Treasurer: Nancy Draheim, NK4U 147145+
nk4u@uveilsouth.net = : e
H: (770) 516-4413 INTERNET REFLECTOR
Activities: (open) sedxc@contesting.com
Membership: (open)
Editor: Rick Glisson, NAXMX

The SEDXC Newsletter is published monthly by the
Southeastern DX Club . All opinions expressed by the
contributors do not necessarily reflect those of the editor,
officers, or club. We welcome your opinion.

- SOUTHEASTERN [
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SOUTHEASTERN DX CLUB
PO Box 19871
Atlanta, GA. 30325
MEETING: August 18th D
TECH AMERICA, 7:00 PM g:\?;gfh:rfpzsn
Just north on Buford Hwy, 4166 Mil Stone Court

above 1-285 Norcross, GA 30092
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