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Bulletin 

 

July 2022 
Founded In 1958 

 

Our Next Meeting & Speaker 

Date & Time: Thursday, July 21, 2022, 7:00 PM 
Location: Via Zoom 
Theme: 3Y0J DXpedition to Bouvet Island 

Adrian Ciuperca, KO8SCA 
  

 

 

The June 21st  meeting of SEDXC will feature an update on the most exciting DXpedition 

that hams worldwide are eagerly anticipating:  3Y0J Bouvet Island.  Our speaker is Adrian 

KO8SCA, one of the team members for this DXpedition. 

Adrian is a veteran DXer who received his license at a young 16 years of age and had his 

first DX QSL in 1991.  He is very familiar with both sides of DXing:  chasing (317 confirmed) 

and operating at over 30 locations (if I counted correctly) since 2015, both DXpeditions 

and WW contesting.  His most recent DXpedition was Z66X 6M (early July). He is scheduled 

for the K7K Kiska IOTA DXpedition at the end of July. A busy guy indeed.  Check out his 

page at www.qrz.com to get a glimpse of Adrian’s achievements.  

From the Prez (de Chuck Catledge, AE4CW) 

 

Fellow DXers welcome to the SEDXC July Bulletin!  You will recall our June meeting 

was titled SEDXC Vital Signs:  How We Are Doing—How We Can Be Better.  You 

responded with the best-attended Zoom meeting ever!  And you answered those two 

questions with a wide range of recommendations including: 

• Improving the scope and reach of our monthly programs 

• Establishing better communications among our members 

• Reaching out to non-DXers with “why DX” 

• Offering mentoring and technical assistance to new and existing members 

• Enhancing access to ClubLog 

• Encouraging participation in the CQ DX Marathon (our club’s major operating 
activity) 

http://www.sedxc.org/
https://ncdxc.org/dx-code-of-conduct/
http://www.qrz.com/
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In response to your input, the leadership team formed the following six goals.  Each 

goal has a team leader.  Most of these goals will need participation by other members 

to be successful.  We encourage each member to think about how they can 

contribute to one or more of these goals and volunteer by contacting a team leader.  

We believe that working together we can achieve these six goals and proudly say 

“Yes, we are better!”. 

Goal 1 - Expand our traditional monthly club meetings to include (from time to time) 

other DX clubs and non-DX clubs that have an interest in learning more about 

DX.  Seek to include clubs within the southeastern US, and particularly smaller clubs 

that may have less access to DX presentations and discussions.  (Team Leader: Clark 

WU4B). 

Goal 2 - Reinstate a cadre of SEDXC members similar to the “DX Pros / Mentors” and 

“Helping Hands” (from the 1980 – 2010 time-frame) who will share their skills with 

both new and older members.  Mentoring of new members in the techniques of 

establishing a DX station and mastering operating techniques will be a priority.  

Annual award presented to outstanding Mentor / Helping Hand.  (Team Leader: 

Chuck AE4CW). 

Goal 3 - Establish an informal monthly / bimonthly / weekly gathering of members 

via Zoom or Slack to discuss and share topics of common interest: e.g. available DX 

and DX news; new and/or productive DXing tools (e.g. PSK Reporter); new radio 

technologies; demonstrations of hardware and software (e.g. DXLab); and Q&A 

among members.  Proposed name: DXTalk.  (Team Leader: Bob NF7D, collaborating 

with Bob K4VBM). 

Goal 4 - Develop an outreach program to take DX to other clubs within Georgia and 

the Southeastern US and to promote membership in the SEDXC.  Identify speakers to 

give talks at any ham club; some kind of paper deliverable to be used at hamfests; 

ham club meetings about who we are and what we do; continue operating events for 

new DXers where a club award is given.  (Team Leader: Bob K4VBM). 

Goal 5 - Establish a direct link from the SEDXC web page to members’ ClubLog 

accounts.  (Team Leader: Jeff K1ZN, collaborating with Chaz @4GKF). 

Goal 6 - Expand the club’s participation in the CQ DX Marathon to at least 50 

members with the goal of reaching #6 in 2022 club scores and #3 in 2023 club scores. 

P.S.  As of June 30th, we are currently #9 out of 108 global entries based on 2021 

results!!  (Team Leader: Andy AA5JF). 
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Just a few closing thoughts:  Propagation continues to improve, DXpedition plans are 

increasing, and DX is the best it’s been in seven years!  “Life is Good”, and getting 

better!! 

73 es gud DX, 

Chuck, AE4CW 

Breaking News from Svalbard !!! (de Tom Harrell, N4XP) 

 

Members of the Dateline DX Association will be activating JW0A Svalbard during the 

period of 19 September through 26 September.  The operators include: N4XP, N4HU, 

SM5AQD, WB4JTT, W6IZT, W8HC and YV5EED.  The operation will be from the JW5E 

club station.  Tom N4XP, Rick N4HU and Gregg W6IZT are SEDXC members!  More 

information here: www.ddxa.net 

Let’s work our guys!! 

73, 
 
Tom, N4XP 

VP’s Corner (de Clark Macaulay, WU4B) 

Bouvet Island !!!  

 

If there was ever a DXpedition destination that 

has generated excitement in recent days for 

DXers worldwide, it is the upcoming 3Y0J 

DXpedition (https://www.3y0j.no/), scheduled  for 

January, 2023.  This month’s meeting speaker, 

Adrian KO8SCA, is a member of the DXpedition 

team, and will bring us up to date on the 

planning and how each of us can participate.   

Adrian is a very experienced DXer who has been on both sides of DXing: chasing and 

going.  Here is a short bio he submitted, but you really need to look him up at 

www.qrz.com: 

http://www.ddxa.net/
https://www.3y0j.no/
http://www.qrz.com/
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“Adrian Ciuperca (KO8SCA) has been licensed since 1990, when he was still in high school. He 
currently lives in New York City where he works as an IT consultant. 

Adrian is a keen DXer with DXCC 317, 9BDXCC, IOTA, as well as being a passionate contester. 
He also competed in WRTC 2018 in Wittenberg, Germany. He usually operates in the large 
contests as a guest operator from various superstations such as K1LZ, LZ5R, K2LE, K1TTT and 
NR4M. 

During Field Day, Adrian is part of the Westchester Emergency Communications Association 
(WECA) Radio Club team, using the N2SF callsign. 

Adrian has taken part in DXpeditions to destinations including Z6, OJ0, VP2V, PJ2, PJ4, A5, 
ZK3, V8, TX0M/TX0A, 6O, 9M0, FJ, FM, J3, J8, VK9C, VK9X, VP5, VP9, and Z2. Recently he has 
been a guest operator at 4U1UN and HV0A. Adrian operated from some new and rare IOTAs, 
such as NA-211, EU-191, 183, OC-113, 297. 

“His preferred operating mode is CW, but he is also active in SSB and digital modes. Adrian is 
a member of several amateur radio DX and contesting clubs, namely, NCDXF, INDEXA (board 
director), YCCC, FOC, CWOPS, LIDXA, Order of Boiled Owls of New York, LICWC, NYCDXA, 
WECA, Araucária DX Group, and the RRC. 

The technical aspect of ham radio and the lure of the DX expeditions are what first attracted 
Adrian to the hobby, and now he is able to travel extensively and, at the same time whenever 
possible, to indulge his love for ham radio.” 

It is not too early to begin thinking and planning to work 3Y0J.  At WU4B, the most 
likely shot I have with 100w will be 30m CW. That’s what worked for Heard Island,  
VK0EK (March 2016).  This will require a new wire antenna that is oriented broadside 
toward 3Y.  I have always fed my wire antennas with ladder line (very low signal loss) 
but now investigating a coax feed to minimize noise.  Of course, I’ll look for the magic 
10m opening where my 100w into a HexBeam at 45’ might get through, but I’m not 
counting on it!  

What do you need to do to be ready?   

Hope to see y’all on the 21st to hear from Adrian!   
 

73 es gud DX,  

Clark, WU4B 
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Hints & Kinks – The N4GG Woodstock Station (Part 2) 

Treasurer’s Journal (de Jeff Cantor, K1ZN) 

 

Greetings, Fellow DXers!  No disbursements to report for last month: 
 

Purpose Amount 

  

TOTAL: $0.00 
 
Our Account Balance is $13,244.24, as of July 13th. 
 
Please take note of our new “SEDXC Store” & “DX Standings” buttons on our website 
main page.  More to come!  Thanks Again, Chaz! 
 
Gud DX & 73, 
  
Jeff, K1ZN 

Around the Shack (de Hal Kennedy, N4GG) 

 

In The Woodstock Station (Part 1) we took a look inside a NEMA box that had been 

outdoors for 17 years.  The box was in remarkably good condition – inside and out.  

There was some caked dirt inside, brought in by ants coming through the bottom-

facing drains holes, but it was apparent the only moisture inside had been from 

occasional condensation.  Water had not entered the box. 

NEMA box covers have excellent gaskets that will keep water out for years.  However, 

and as explained in a prior column (and last month), a “sealed” NEMA box will contain 

humidity and changing weather conditions will cause that humidity to condense into 

liquid water.  Drain holes provide enough equalization of humidity and pressure to 

prevent liquid water from forming.  The holes also provide an exit for water entering 

from a failed gasket and/or connection entry holes.  Downward-facing drain holes 

are your friend. 

Figure 1 shows a 4” X 4” NEMA box used outdoors for connecting three CAT-5 cables 

from the shack (24 conductors) to various antenna switches around the back yard.  It 

was exposed to the elements for 15 years.  The box was mounted with the cover 

facing up and wires exiting the sides.  There was a drain hole in the bottom but no 

attempt made to keep the box level, so small amounts of water collected.      
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There was a lot jammed into the box (Figure 2).  Building it was a pain and working in 

the box years later was next to impossible.  The box should have been bigger – a 

lesson learned.  Note how some connections were made external to the box using 

wire nuts.  It became easier to make cut and splice changes outside the box then to 

try and work inside.  The wire nuts were filled with dielectric grease as described in a 

prior column (Figure 3). 

Take a look at Figure 2.  Multiple barrier strips were used – the screws on all of them 

rusted.  At the time of construction, the screws appeared to be stainless steel, but – 

they weren’t.  For comparison, the screws and nuts used to secure the barrier strips 

to the box were stainless, and they did not rust.  Every connection point had a reverse 

polarity diode installed to suppress relay coil transients - the leads of every diode 

were corroded.  Several had deteriorated to the point of becoming open circuit.  This 

was unexpected; diode leads are tinned copper which is tolerant of moisture.  There 

were also MOVs across each CAT-5 line.  These were 18-volt breakdown devices 

installed to suppress lightning induced transients.  Like the leads of the diodes, 

several MOV leads had corroded through.  The box was still functional, but just 

barely. 

With a close look at Figure 1 it’s possible to see the Liquid Tape and silicone caulking 

used to seal the wire entry/exit holes was no longer adhering to the wires.  Also, the 

wires did not have drip loops and as mentioned, the box was not level.  As things 

deteriorated, the box routinely experienced water incursion.  The “design” and 

installation of this box is an object lesson in what not to do. 

Here are my lessons learned: 

• Leave room in construction boxes – particularly those for outdoors.  As time 
goes by, deterioration makes them harder to work with.  Changes come along 
too.  Some of those require additional room. 

• Rectangular boxes should be mounted vertically with the drain holes and 
connection holes at the bottom.  The drain holes and connection holes may 
be one and the same.  Wires entering from the bottom should have drip loops. 

• Occasionally spraying the inside of outdoor boxes with WD-40 is a good idea. 

• Liquid Tape and silicone caulk cannot be relied on for sealing.  Over time these 
materials pull away from PVC NEMA boxes and don’t remain bonded to wires.  
Dielectric grease is a reliable alternative but not a substitute for properly 
dressing wires. 

• Hardware should be tested.  Some plated steel hardware looks like stainless 
steel.  Check with a magnet to sort this out. 
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Next month we will take a look at grounding for lightning protection.  N4GG went 

through some bad storms without incident.  That result was not due to good luck.  

Successful lightning protection is based on using best practices and where possible 

ignoring folklore – of which there is a tremendous amount. 

Also next month, we will take a look at the wire I use for control lines and radials. 

 

 

Figure 1.  The outdoor junction box at N4GG – a rusty mess. 
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Figure 2.  The control wiring junction box.  A bucket of rust. 

 

 

Figure 3.  A tube of  Permatex Dielectric Grease.  Available at home goods stores and Amazon. 

 

Suggested Reading: 

Around the Shack columns: 

March, 2019.  Waterproof Enclosures 

April, 2019.  QRO Concerns 

May, 2019.  Oh Tuner, Where Shall we put Thee? 

September, 2019.  The Human-Radio Interface 

March, 2020.  Station un-design tips 

May, 2020.  Analog has its place 

November, 2020.  U-Posts 

February, 2022.  Waterproofing Coax 

 

Ham Radio Tips and Tales, Hal Kennedy, N4GG, April, 2021 (Available from Amazon) 

Chapters 14, 15, 27, 35. 

 

73, 

Hal, N4GG 
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25 Years Ago… (de Bob Sarnecki, NF7D) 

 

The July, 1997 Newsletter is attached for your entertainment.  The Meeting Minutes 

from June, 1997 had some great information.  Paul Hansen, W6XA shared some 

information about the Southeast MegaCluster, a DX Cluster.  It was great to see that 

Paul and others in the SEDXC put our club at the forefront of DX Packet Clusters in 

the early years. 

Tom Rauch, W8JI, shared some hints and tips about Amps & Splatter, including some 

great, step-by-step instructions on tuning your amp. 

Finally, Dick Bentley, K2UFT, SEDXC’s Activities Director, suggested we “dust off” the 

creation of a Worked All SEDXC Award.  Seems like a fun idea; maybe one we should 

consider it once again!   

SEDX Officers & Positions 

 

 

SEDXC Officers: 
Chuck Catledge, AE4CW – President – c.catledge@gmail.com 

Clark Macaulay, WU4B – Vice-President – macaulay@gmail.com 
Joel Levine, WA4HNL – Secretary – jlevine@bellsouth.net 
Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN – Treasury – jacantor9@gmail.com 

Bob Hensey, K4VBM—Activities Manager  – ptcorners@gmail.com 
 

SEDXC Appointed Positions: 
Chaz Cone, W4GKF – Webmaster – w4gkf@chazcone.com 

Bob Sarnecki, NF7D – SEDXC Bulletin Editor – bob.sarnecki@gmail.com 

mailto:c.catledge@gmail.com
mailto:macaulay@gmail.com
mailto:jlevine@bellsouth.net
mailto:jacantor9@gmail.com
mailto:ptcorners@gmail.com
mailto:w4gkf@chazcone.com
mailto:bob.sarnecki@gmail.com

















