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   This Month’s Meeting 

 

Date/Time: Thursday June 17th  @ 7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom Telemeeting 

Info: www.sedxc.org  
Topic: What’s Up?? 

 
Speaker: All of Us 

_____________________________________________ 

From the Prez 
 

 
 

Dick K5TF 
 
A BIG ROUND OF THANKS to the membership of the 
Southeast DX Club for your support during the past 
three years that I have served as President of the 
club.  I also give special thanks to those Board 
members who have faithfully served with me, a number 
of whom who have thrown their hats in the ring for 
service to the new club administration.  It has been a 
good experience that I have enjoyed very much. 

 
I look forward to our on-line meeting this coming 
Thursday, June 17th.  The Zoom session will start at 
7:00PM.  In addition to the annual election of club 
officers, the evening will be light.  Everyone will have a 
chance to talk about what they have been up to, or 
what they have been refurbishing, or where they might 
be going on their next DXpedition.  See you Thursday.  
73 es gud DX,  

 

Dick K5TF 
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Treasurer’s Journal  
Jeff K1ZN 
 

Checkbook balance as of June 7th = $11,254.29 
PayPal account balance of $356.20 
  
Payments out during May 2021: 

1. Donation to the Intrepid Group for 3Y0J DXpedition in early 2023 as approved at last 
meeting was $3350 that is 2/3 of the $5K approved.  Balance to be sent to them 6 
months prior to January 2023 departure to the “rock.”  NOTE:  The DXpedition has been 
cancelled and we expect a refund. 

2. Club Log donation of $355. 
3. Zoom fee of $25.09 

  
Now is the time to get your renewal payments into us.  The balance on hand as of July 1st determines the amount we 
can give to DXpeditions (one half balance on hand). 
 

Jeff K1ZN 

 

Nominating Committee Report 
Bob K4UEE 
 
Here are the nominees for the SEDXC slate of officers for 2021-2022 to be voted upon my the Membership at the June 
meeting.   
  
President: Chuck, AE4CW 
VP/Program Chm.: Clark, WU4B 
Treasurer: Jeff, K1ZN 
Secretary: Paul, W4KLY 
Activities Mgr.: Norm, WA4ZXV 
Newsletter Editor: Bob, NF7D 
  
Nominations Committee: K4UEE (Chm.), K4PI, K4NHW, WA4ZXV 
  
Deadline for additional nominations: June 15 

 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG 

db or Not db—That is the Question! 

 
There is a QST article I recommend you read.  It was written by Dean Straw, N6BV, and is titled:  
Antenna Ads in ARRL Publications.  The subtitle tells the story:  “After more than 35 years, 
antenna manufacturers may once again advertise performance figures in League publications.  
Why this changed and what should the astute amateur consumer be looking for in an antenna ad 
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(or product brochure)?”  The article can be found in the QST on-line archives.  Though published in April 1998, it’s as 
relevant today as the day it was written.  
 
 
I like seeing the word “astute” in the sub-title.  In my humble opinion only astute hams who were in the hobby around 
1963 noticed antenna performance metrics disappear from antenna ads in ARRL publications.  Most notably, QST 
antenna ads no longer contained claims for forward gain, front to back ratio, etc.  This was the result of a “horsepower 
race” among manufacturers where their performance claims started to strain credibility in an effort to outdo each other.   
The League banned the claims; there was no way to check them.  This was a two edged sword however.  To the 
extent some performance claims were legitimate, not having them put the buyer at a disadvantage.  It made comparing 
one antenna to another difficult.  On the other hand, false claims did what they were intended to do - lead buyers to 
poor decisions. 
 
With performance metrics removed from the ads from 1963 to 1998, advertisers became creative with their verbal 
claims.  If you were a ham then you remember ads like: “I worked the world with my Gotham vertical.” 
 
The advent of computers, followed by the advent of antenna modeling software changed things.  With good models in 
hand, the ARRL was finally in a position to check advertisers’ claims and in 1998 changed its “Advertising Acceptance 
Policy” to once again allow antenna performance claims in ads.  Wisely, the ARRL put stringent stipulations in place 
before an advertiser could make specific claims about performance. The stipulations included requiring advertisers to 
provide the ARRL with a model of the antenna(s) in question - models the ARRL could use to independently check 
claims.  Also, advertisers were required to include free-space performance numbers in ads, as a precursor to further 
claims.  The thought was one antenna could be compared to another if the playing field was level and the best way to 
do that was to start in free space.  
 
Which brings me to the point of this article.  When it comes to antenna ads it is still “buyer beware.”   From a 
philosophical standpoint it’s nice to know that manufacturers are no longer publishing incorrect claims, but from a 
practical standpoint buyers can still become misled, frequently by misleading themselves. 
 
The root of the problem in attempting to compare one antenna to another is there are too many variables and the 
variables interact.  To arrive at a fair comparison the variables must be treated parametrically, and the data needed to 
do that isn’t in antenna ads.  Here are four key variables usually not addressed in the ads: 
 
-  Height above ground.  The free-space performance of an antenna is helpful to seasoned antenna designers, but 
that’s darned few of us.  Moving from free-space performance to performance in one’s back yard is an extrapolation 
most of us can’t make.  Meanwhile, height above ground has a huge effect on antenna performance and the effect is 
not uniform from one antenna design to another.  Two antennas may have identical performance one half-wavelength 
above the ground, but differ substantially one quarter-wavelength above the ground.  If you are comparing the 
antennas in two ads, are the performance numbers provided as a graph of performance parameters vs. height?  It 
would be rare to see that in a pair of ads, yet it’s something we need for an informed decision. 
 
-  What ground?  A lucky few of us operate over salt water.  At the other end of possibilities is operating in a desert.  
Performance vs. ground description is never advertised, yet we need that information to be a wise consumer.  As with 
height, two antennas may appear the same for one ground type, e.g. over salt water, and be different from each other 
over the ground in your back yard. 
 
-  Bandwidth.  Antennas can be designed to maximize performance over narrow bandwidths (high Q) at the expense of 
performance over a wide range of frequency, or, vice versa.  If you can find ads for two “comparable” Yagi antennas, 
with each listing performance at 50.3 MHz, the broadband antenna will have lower forward gain than the narrow band 
antenna.  If you are only interested in six meter DX, FT8 and weak signal work (all of which resides in the bottom 400 
KHz of the band) the higher Q antenna is probably the one for you.  But what if you are interested in both weak signal 
work at the bottom of the band and six meter repeaters at the top?  The lower gain antenna is your best choice.  Is the 
data needed to guide you through your decision provided?  It rarely is.  As an aside, the high Q antenna will be more 
affected by the weather (read: rain).  Is this of concern?  It won’t be mentioned in the ads. 
 
-  Pattern.  Some Yagis have “clean” patterns with good forward gain, good front-to-back ratio and well-controlled side-
lobes.  Others don’t.  The forward gain of two Yagis may be the same at the same frequency, at the same height, 
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above the same ground, but the patterns may be different and ads won’t provide you the insight you need to know 
which antenna best meets your needs.   
 
 
You get the picture.  The ads cannot be descriptive enough to support fully informed purchase decisions.  
 
In my experience performance-based antenna decisions are made in one of several ways.  These include: 
 
-  Subjectively.  The newest or most exotic antenna may “look” best.  

 
-  Anecdotally.  Listening on the air, talking to friends and reading informal reviews (eHam) is a better way forward than 
simply choosing the next shiny thing. 

 
-  Analytically.  Review the technical details in the brochures (not the ads).  Read the technical reviews in QST and the 
discussion of general antenna types in the ARRL Antenna Book.  Model the antenna(s) if you can.  If you can’t, ask 
someone to do some modeling for you. 
 
The final point I’d like to make is about perspective.  How deep an understanding of antenna performance do we 
need?  How accurate an understanding is possible?  What do we need (not want) to make a purchase decision?  If 
you want to work Japan on 160 meters, every dB counts.  If you want to chat with your pals on 75 SSB, fretting about 1 
or 2 dB is a waste of time.   
 
It’s important to remember that the best models we have are still only approximations, and initial conditions such as 
ground conductivity might only be known to one significant digit for a given location.  It is easy to fall into the trap of 
mistaking precision for accuracy.    
 
When deciding “dB or not dB” I think the ARRL got it right.  Before modeling, what was being presented as useful data 
simply wasn’t.  The ARRL shut that down.  When data could be checked by modeling, it was once again allowed in the 
ads.  As long as one understands that the data in ads is insufficient to make fully informed decisions, the ARRL 
decision to allow the data back into the publications seems just right. 
 
 
Good luck with your next antenna purchase!    
 

Hal N4GG 
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January 22, 1997—160 Meters—A Night To Remember 

Excerpt from Heard Island VKØIR Log of Bob Allphin, K4UEE 
 
The night started off well.  I had a wonderful opening to Japan and managed 25 QSO’s with the deserving.  Then 
Europe began to come through very loud and I worked into the second and third layer of Europeans.  Many call signs 
I’d never heard before and dozens of Germans.  I’d always heard that they and the Ukrainians had hundreds of 
stations on 160, now I began to believe it.  Of course, some of the European big guns flexed their muscles and called 
in to get into the log once more.  ON4UN checked in to say Hi!  It was obvious that this was a special night on the low 
bands.   

Major International DX Contests 
 
July  IARU HF Word Championship; info: www.arrl.org 
September CQ WW RTTY; info: https://cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_contests/ 
October CQ WW SSB; info: https://cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_contests/ 
November CQ WW CW; info: https://cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_contests/ 
 
There are many regional contests that offer opportunities to work DX.  Check out WA7BNM Contest 
Calendar https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html 
 

http://www.arrl.org/
https://cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_contests/
https://cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_contests/
https://cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_contests/
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html
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Then K1BW broke through the Europeans and I knew it wouldn’t be long now.  I debated 
whether to stop the European pileup and listen exclusively for North America, because I 
knew that once I began running the US stations, I’d lose all interest in the EU boys.  I asked 
Europe to stand by and they did, knowing full well that their shot at a QSO was probably 
over for the night.  They were very patient and only a very small number continued to call.  I 
must say that the European 160 gang was very considerate and knew full well that the band 
was open to North America and that now NA became the priority.  I worked the pile-up for a 
while and took all comers.  I was trying to listen beyond the East Coast wall into the Midwest 
and the South.  The East Coast had already had several shots on previous nights and 
tonight, I was determined others were going to get their chance.   

 
The Propagation Gods were smiling.  After some 8’s, 9’s, 4’s and even a couple of 0’s got through I knew this could be 
the best 160m opening of our stay on Heard Island.  I began to ask for call areas.  Not in the classic sense, the truth is 
I ignored 1’s, 2’s, and 3’s and asked for 8, 9, 4 and 0.  My objective was to work the heartland and South.  I recognized 
a lot of calls and it gave me great pleasure to log some friends from 11,000 miles away.  Unfortunately, there was no 
opening to the Atlanta area, so I missed my hometown buddies.  The closest I got was a QSO with Jack, N4JJ (now 
SK) in SC.  I wanted badly to work the Battle Creek, Michigan guys, the ones who built a special heavy-duty edition of 
the Battle Creek special for our expedition.  Without their help, I wouldn’t be having all this fun.  So, I called W8UVZ in 
the blind, hoping he was one of those hundreds calling, nothing heard.  I tried several more times, again no answer.   
 
I went back to the pile-up.  I found that the really good 
operators who had perfected the art of tail-ending had an 
advantage.  They dropped in their call and—bingo! I knew they 
were on frequency.  Sometimes I’d come back right away to 
them, other times it would be a minute or so, but I knew they 
were on frequency because they were skillful, not necessarily 
loud.  It was really interesting to note signal strengths.  I knew 
many of the guys calling and I know how strong they are 
stateside, but over this distance their signals seemed 
equalized.  In my mind, I pictured people calling with signals 
1/4 inch tall and others calling with signals 3/16 inch tall and 
the weak ones were 1/8 inch tall.  The point is I could hear 
them all and the signal strengths were all very close so that 
skill and timing were the more important factors.   
               Picture of VKØIR 1997: courtesy DX-World.net.   
 
Finally, WØCD broke the pile.  I gave him a report and I immediately called George, W8UVZ – he came back.  Two out 
of three!  I called George, K8GG, and there he was.  In a matter of 45 seconds, I’d worked and logged the three 
architects of the Battle Creek Special.  My heart was pounding, what a thrill!  Back to the pile.  All in all, the stateside 
opening lasted almost two hours and I put 54 North Americans in the log.  One last interesting observation - as the sun 
rose over Heard Island the pile-up disappeared.  Still, a very few strong signals were coming through.  I don’t 
understand how or why these particular stations still heard me or me them.  Maybe somebody smarter than I can 
explain it.  I have been operating on Top Band for 21 years.  I’ve run pile-ups into North America on 160 from the 
Caribbean, South America, the Pacific, Africa, and now Antarctica.  Tonight was by far the most fantastic Top Band 
adventure of my life!  The sun is up, it’s time to rest, but I’m too excited to sleep.  What a night!  This makes it ALL 
worthwhile!  
 

Bob K4UEE 

 
Editor’s Note:  VKØIR was voted by the readers of DX-World to be the Best DXpedition of the Past 30 Years.  Bob 
KK6EK, the owner of Cordell Expeditions that implemented the DXpedition, has provided links to 6 hours of video 
recently found about all aspects of the project.  He has also added his own comments about the accomplishments.  
The above picture is in the article.  Check it out at https://www.dx-world.net/news-about-vkoir-heard-island-1997/ 
 

https://www.dx-world.net/news-about-vkoir-heard-island-1997/
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