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25 Years Ago in SEDXC 

 

From the Prez 

 

 
 

Dick K5TF 
 
We continue with these unsettling times, and although 
Gov. Kemp’s stay-at-home requirements are being 
phased out, no sure end to this pandemic seems in 
sight as yet, at least not through my shack window here 
in Brookhaven.  The SEDXC Board met via Zoom 
earlier this month, mainly as a test of our on-line 
meeting capabilities, but also to talk about on-line 
programs for the foreseeable future, and, of course, 
about club leadership and ominations/elections.  Other 
clubs in the area have recently held on-line meetings 
successfully, and SEDXC will follow suit.  

  
Our first Zoom meeting will begin at 7:00pm Thursday, 
June 18.  Charamie Dunlap W5FRM who in addition to 
being my oldest daughter, is a teacher at The Kittredge 

Magnet School for High Achievers in Brookhaven.  
 

Cont. p. 2 

From the Prez 

This Month’s Meeting 

 
Date/Time: Thursday June 18th @ 7:00 PM 

Location: Zoom Telemeetiing 
Info: www.sedxc.org  

Topic:  ISS Contact from Kittridge Magnet School 
Speaker:  Charamie Dunlap W5FRM 

 
 
 

 

VP’s Corner 

 
 

Mike ND4V 
 
I hope this month’s newsletter finds everyone and their 
family safe and healthy.  
 
Mr. Murphy has been busy in the shack lately.  At the 
height of six-meter season, my rotor has stopped 
moving. I’m stuck pointing south!  About the worst 
possible scenario for chasing dx on six.   
 
But thankfully (?) the little 5 element beam must not 
have much of a front to back pattern, because the other 
night I was able to complete 3 JA QSO’s on six FT8. 
Back in 1963, if you had told this youngster sitting at 
his Olson Six Meter 10 watt AM transceiver that he 
would one day work Japan on six; I doubt he would 
have believed it. It’s as much fun today as it was then! 
 
Staying safe – staying home in this Covid – 19 
pandemic has not been too much of an adjustment. I 
lead a pretty dull life, but I do miss the ROMEO lunches 
(Retired Old Men Eating Out – de Chaz Cone).  

Cont. p. 3 
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The amateur radio club at Kittredge, KF4KMS, was 
selected to communicate with the International Space 
Station ARC, an event that took place February 24th, and 
was made possible in no small part due to the efforts of 
the North Fulton Amateur Radio League members who 
are also SEDXC members.  Thanks to John Kludt 
K4SQC, Darryl K4RGK and Lori K4UPI Young, Chuck 
Catledge AE4CW and John Tramontanis N4TOL.  Zoom 
ID information will be provided by Chaz W4GKF via email 
(groups.io). 
  
Recent evenings have brought signals from Eastern and 
Northern Europe on 20 CW that have brought back 
memories of days of yore.  Let’s hope that we are 
beginning to see the start of the new cycle. 

 
73,  
 

Dick K5TF 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG 
 

 
 

Meteor Scatter? Me?  
Surely You’re Joking? 

 
One of the great things about Amateur Radio is 
the limitless areas to explore. 
 
By frequency:  From LF (2,200 and 630 meters) 
all the way up to UHF and SHF (read: 
gigahertz). 
 
By mode: CW, SSB, SSTV, RTTY, FT-8 – you 
get the picture. 
 
By inclination:  QRP, EMCOMM, Rag chewing, 
DXing, Contesting, Boat anchors, etc. 
 
There is more than a lifetime worth of ham-
adventures to explore, and it seems there are 
new digital modes added faster than I can keep 
count much less get involved with and try.  Also, 
to be honest, as an old CW op I have not tried 
hard to keep up with new digital modes.  
However, I did get busy with FT-8 and have now 
stumbled onto a second one I am enjoying 

 

FT-8 has been a real eye-opener.  I’ve used FT-
8 to work a few JAs on six meters and to quickly 
fill-in the few states I needed for 9-band WAS.  I 
need Hawaii on six meters for 10-band WAS.  If 
I ever make that QSO it will probably be on FT-8 
or whatever comes along next.  Hawaii can be 
worked on six meters from the East Coast on 
CW, and it’s been done before there were digital 
modes - but it’s difficult and you have to be at 
the radio when the propagation arrives (possibly 
only for a few minutes).  Digital modes, and 
specifically FT-8, make it a little easier.  FT-8 is 
worth about a 6 dB signal-to-noise-ratio 
improvement and every dB counts.  
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SEDXC OFFICERS 

 

President: Dick Baxter, K5TF 
K5tf58@gmail.com 
 
Vice President:  Mike Weathers, ND4V 
ND4V@comcast.net 
 
Secretary: Paul Kelley, W4KLY 
w4kly@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer: Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN 
jacantor9@Gmail.com  
 
Activities: Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV 
Wa4zxv@arrl.net 

Appointed Positions 

 
SEDXC Bulletin Editor: Clark Macaulay, WU4B 
clark.macaulay@gmail.com 
 
Membership Committee Chairman 
Bill Barr, N4NX 
n4nx@arrl.net 
 
Webmaster: Chaz cone, W4GKF 
w4gkf@chazcone.com 
 

Club Communications 

SEDXC Webpage: www.sedxc.org 

SEDXC Chat Room: details on webpage 

SEDXC Reflector: details on webpage 

SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern 

DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All 

rights reserved.  

VP Corner (cont.) 

 
And I miss the socializing at club meetings.  And this 
Field Day will be a low lower key than GARS usually 
does.  On the bright side, the adjustment gives more 
butt-in-chair time! 
 

 
 
 
I have attended several online club meetings via Zoom 
or GoTo Meeting and they certainly fill a void. I hope 
you will join us as we try our first zoom meeting.  Turn 
on the camera and give us a glimpse of the shack.  
Don’t fret, we all need a haircut!  If all goes well 
meeting night, we will get a first-hand account from 
Charamie Dunlap W5FRM and video of the recent ISS 
contact from Kittridge Magnet School. 
 
Did you see and comment on proposed rule removing 
the power limits on CB frequencies during the COVID 
outbreak.  It went on to say that in order to 
accommodate the wider signals, the 10-meter band 
would be opened to CBRS.  Had me going until I saw 
the effective date of the proposal – April 1. 
 
QRU for this month.  Stay safe, stay well, and good 
DX! 
 

Mike ND4V 

 

 
Treasurer’s Journal  
Balance on hand as of June 6:  $11,611. 
Check to CYØC DXpedition:  $250.   
 
 73 and stay safe,  
 

Jeff K1ZN 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
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Around the Shack (cont.) 
My FT-8 experiences began with downloading Joe Taylor’s operating software – WSJT-X.  If you didn’t 
know; Joe is a Nobel Prize-winning physicist and one of the most self-effacing, nicest guys you will ever 
meet.  He is also very active.  I have had many QSOs with Joe, including on FT-8. 
 
With six meters as a new interest of mine, and having used FT-8 with WSJT-X with some success, I got 
around to checking out what else I might be able to do with minimal additional effort (COV-19 house-bound 
boredom).  I looked at the WSTJ-X pull-down menu under “mode” this April.  WSJT-X supports LOTS of 
modes.    
 
I recognized JT65, I’d made a few JT-65 QSOs years back and left it quickly – it seemed tedious.  I had 
also played around with WSPR a little.  The rest looked like hieroglyphics - but I realized all the modes in 
the pull-down menu were available to me.  I had the rig-computer sound-board interface for FT-8 and that’s 
all it takes to try the rest.  The modulation schemes and protocols change from mode to mode as does the 
intended purpose (that’s the point after all), but the hardware and software are always the same.  If you are 
set up for FT-8 you are set up for the rest. 
 
So, in among all the modes supported by WSJT-X is MSK144.  Some of the “six meter guys” I chat with on-
line were into MSK144 – so, sure, why not try it?  
 
I’ll spare you a technical description of the modulation scheme (it is easy to look up if you are interested) 
and just tell you what it’s intended for, and works well at: Meteor Scatter. 
 
What?  Me?  Meteor Scatter?  Isn’t that some esoteric pursuit die-hard VHF/UHF guys try and are happy 
with one QSO every once in a long while?  It might have been once, but it isn’t anymore. 
 
MSK144 has made it easier – much easier – to make meteor scatter QSOs.  Meteors ionize the 
atmosphere for brief moments lasting from milliseconds to seconds.  MSK144 transmits simple exchanges 
rapidly, over and over, hoping to catch a short burst of meteor enhanced propagation to get the message 
across.   It’s different than FT-8 which transmits messages slowly, relying on average on the receiving end 
to improve signal-to-noise ratio.   
 
So, after an hour of reading about it, monitoring 50.260 MHz, watching what was showing up on my 
monitor, and hearing little bursts of meteor scattered RF (with my own ears!), I hit the transmit button and 
started making contacts. 
 
It is easy to operate but fair warning – it can be slow going if you don’t know when to try.  At predictable 
times there are lots of stations and meteors, and things move quickly.  During meteor showers there can be 
signals arriving continuously.  The peak time for meteor scatter QSOs is the three hours beginning at 
sunrise.  It is said there is more activity on weekend mornings than during the week, but COV-19 may have 
changed that.  I have not seen a weekend peak in activity – there are lots of ops on every morning that 
meteor scatter is likely. 
 
A big surprise for me is who I worked in my first few meteor scatter outings.  Joe Taylor, K1JT went into the 
log – for me working Joe is always exciting.  A lot of very familiar calls were worked over my first few days 
of activity.  Famous contester K2UA was worked.  Ward Silver, NØAX, who writes prolifically for the ARRL 
was there.  Many of my contesting and DXing buddies were present and active.  Many of the guys I run into 
on 40 meter CW were there!  Was I the last one of my friends to find meteors? 
 
Well, not exactly.  NØAX admitted I was his second QSO.  He was my third.  Others however have been 
doing it for years – specifically since MSK144 came along in 2016. 
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If you have a six meter station and FT-8 running, meteor scatter is available to try.  It’s also actively pursued 
on two meters and 70 cm, although you will need a top notch station (including high power) on those bands 
and it gets more difficult to make contacts as the frequency goes up.  My six meter station is modest at best 
and I’ve made lots of QSOs.  I have no station for bands above six meters. 
 
In these staying-at-home COV-19 times, finding a new mode has been a real pleasure and intriguing.  Try 
it! 
 
How neat is it to tell someone what you’re doing – when you are doing this?  Meteor scatter is a real 
conversation starter. 
 
My Neighbor:  What were you doing this morning, Hal? 
 
Me:  Bouncing my ham signals off the tails of meteors. 
 
My Neighbor:  Stop pulling my leg – what were you really doing? 
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DXPedition Funding Requests 
 

None for this month—Editor.   
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