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Bulletin 

 

May 2023 

    

 

 

 

Our Next Meeting & Speaker 

Date/Time: May 18, 2023, 7:00 PM 
Location: Via Zoom 
Topic: 
Speaker: 

Space Weather – Making Sense of the Numbers 
Jim Altman, W4UCK 

  
 

 

SFI? SSN? K-index? CME? MUF? The acronyms, and more 
describing activity on the sun seem to be endless, and the impact 
on our DXing is not always as clear as we need it.  This month’s 
speaker, Jim W4UCK, will help us make sense of it and answer the 
question: “Why we should care”. 

 

Jim is a long-time member of SEDXC and an avid DXer with 402 
all-time countries worked and 329 confirmed. He was first 
licensed in 1968 as WNØUWL and had, like many of us, a long 
period of inactivity as ‘life happened’. After living and working for 
30 years in Atlanta, he moved to the north GA mountains where 
his QTH is totally quiet (lucky man!). He tracks (and uses) solar 
data and the weather at his house using 
http://www.altlaw.com/pwsWD/index.php to guide his operating 
activity.  Pictures of his shack can be seen at www.qrz.com.   

 

  

 

http://www.sedxc.org/
https://ncdxc.org/dx-code-of-conduct/
http://www.altlaw.com/pwsWD/index.php
http://www.qrz.com/
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           From the Prez (de Chuck Catledge, AE4CW) 

         Fellow DXers, welcome to the SEDXC May 2023 Bulletin! 

Amazing things sometimes happen when they are least expected yet most 

needed! Just recently my computer, without any prompting from me 

(really!), landed on the front page of the SEDXC Bulletin from May of 2009. 

Bob Allphin K4UEE was the President at that time. The main topic of Bob’s 

article was the recruiting of a slate of officers for the upcoming year 

starting on July first. As you might guess, the typical response is often “oh 

no, not me!”. But Bob and the Nominating Committed secured a superb 

group of members to lead the club for the coming year. 

 

In 2023, our By Laws still require that the President appoint a Nominating 

Committee prior to the beginning of the club year in July. Thankfully, each 

of the members I asked to fill this role immediately agreed to do so. The 

Committee Members are: Al Ludwig NN4ZZ, Jim Altman W4UCK and Gregg 

Marco W6IZT. If you might be interested in serving as a club officer or 

appointed member, please contact any of the Nominating Committee 

members soon. They would love to hear from you! 

 

The Nominating Committee will present their recommended slate of 

officers in the June Bulletin and at the June 15th club meeting where a vote 

will be taken from the members present. So, please put the June 15th 

meeting on your calendar and join the Zoom meeting to cast your vote. 

P.S. Candidates can still be nominated by members attending the June 

meeting! 

 

 

mailto:al@nn4zz.com
mailto:jaltman636@gmail.com
mailto:w6izt@arrl.net
mailto:w6izt@arrl.net
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DX opportunities continue to build!  SEDXC members are showing that by 

their ClubLog “entities worked” scores and CQ DX Marathon participation 

for 2023. The SEDXC ClubLog leaders are posting scores this year (in May!) 

that are VERY close to their TOTAL “entities worked” in all of 2022. As you 

may recall, in 2022 our club had the 6th highest CQ DX Marathon 

International score and the 3rd highest US score. The competition is high, 

but I think we have the potential to exceed last year’s record.  All we must 

do is WORK A LOT of unique DX entities (no confirmations required!) and 

keep a log of our contacts for club submission at the end of 2023.   

 

P.S. If not already, please consider signing up for a ClubLog account. It’s 

super easy and opens a plethora of easy-to-use tools to enhance your 

DXing fun and ease of operation! Here’s the link to sign-up: 

https://clublog.org/signup.php  

 

As a closing thought, thanks to all the SEDXC members who individually 

and together make our club unique and strong. We continue to grow in 

members, most of whom are younger hams who want to learn about 

DXing. We as older members have a great opportunity and, dare I say, a 

responsibility to welcome these new members with open arms of 

mentoring and comradery. We received great guidance from our elders; 

let’s pass it on! 

 

73 es Gud DX 

Chuck AE4CW 

President SEDXC 
 

 
 

 

https://clublog.org/signup.php
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VP’s Corner (de Clark Macaulay, WU4B) 

 

 In Praise of a Modest Antenna 

This year marks 17 years of activity after returning to the fold in 2006. 

While I maintained my license since 1961, real ham started after a chance 

stop by Dayton in 2005 while driving up north to visit family. Two seminars 

there charged me up to return to the hobby: DXpeditions and QRP (no, they 

are not mutually exclusive). I’ve learned a lot since then: Relearned CW, 

bought a Yaesu FT1000MP as my first rig, installed a shack computer with 

logging software, and put up a G5RV at 45’. Had a lot of fun and worked my 

first 100 DX contacts at 100w with that wire.  

 

Time To Get Some Learning!  

After the first year, I realized my knowledge of antennas was pretty slim. A 

BSEE from the 60s that was light on antenna theory didn’t help. I knew that 

any antenna was better than no antenna, and while the G5RV seemed to be 

working well, there was this nagging thought that, perhaps, for my limited 

backyard, there might be something better. At Dayton, a book by LB Cebik, 

W4RNL (SK) entitled “Antennas and Feedlines for QRP “was purchased and 

began my learning journey about antennas: take-off angle, az/el plots, and 

feedline losses. The engineer in me that had been dormant for 30 years 

started to blossom. One of the tenets of QRP operations (please bear with 

me on this) is the need for maximum signal transfer on both transmit and 

receive. While a power amp could overcome losses in compromise 

antennas, it was much more difficult to help on the receive end. The value 

of using ladder line for multiband wire antennas became apparent. 

Furthermore, I began to see the value of having the pattern broadside to 

the wire so the signal was squirted in a direction desired which, for me, was 

NE and SW. 
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Let’s Build This! 

In Cebik’s article “My Top Five Backyard Multi-Band Antennas” is the 

pattern for the 44’ doublet for 40/20/10 bands. You can find this article on 

the internet in many places. I really liked the sharp lobes provided, of 

course, the tree supports were it the right place. Well, they were (and are). 

I needed good coverage to Europe (NE) and South Pacific (SW). I figured the 

88’ would work just as well and would add 80m. So up it went. The antenna 

performed so well at 100w that it began to be my favorite at QRP. A second 

antenna was put up to favor NW (over the pole) and SE (South America and 

South Africa). A simple relay switch box was constructed to select one of 

the other based upon what I was hearing. 

 

Results 

These two antennas cost me about $30 each (before copper wire prices 

peaked) and has led to DXCC 225 on 40m and DXCC 224 on 30m. It is not 

possible to put a cost to the fun I’ve had, too. Both antennas are down 

currently due to dying trees. The NE/SW wire is half-up: that is, one leg and 

the middle support. Getting the other leg up will be more difficult due to 

personal issues, but I am not daunted. 

I started this short article with the slogan “Any antenna is better than no 

antenna”. I’ve read about folded dipoles, OCF, and resonant dipoles, and 

they all have their advantages. For my needs, the 88’ ft wire with ladder 

line is a modest antenna that performs extremely well on the 40m/30m 

bands at WU4B. I think I’ll stick with it for a while longer. 

\73 es gud DX, 

Clark, WU4B 
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   Treasurer’s Journal (de Jeff Cantor, K1ZN) 

Greetings, Fellow DXers!   

Consider renewing your SEDXC membership early – monies received on or before June 30th 

accrues our July 1st balance which determines how much we will have on hand to donate to 

DXpeditions. 

 

Disbursements to report for last month: 
 

                                                                                                           

 

                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose Amount 

Treasurer’s Report  

Disbursements  

Donation to TX5S January 2024 DXpedition $25Ø.ØØ 

Hover domain (.org) Renewal 28.17 

New member supplies 49.17 

TOTAL DISBURSMENTS: $327.34 
  

Refund Received from 3YØJ DXpedition $5ØØ 
 

May 2023 Account Balance (as of May 10th 2023) is $12,122.19 

  
TNX, 73 & GUD DX 
 
Jeff, K1ZN 
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Activities Report: 
de Bob Hensey, K4VBM 
 
Hi all, and hope you are enjoying all the DX activity on the bands. I have been quite successful 
lately adding to my own DXCC collection with some ATNOs like Ogasawara Islands. Not hearing 
some of the current DXpeditions like Spratly Islands, and not much time left, but I am forever 
hopeful. Please try to join the SEDXC club on ClubLog, and upload your log to help the club 
with the DX Marathon completion if so inclined. It seems like all hours of the day you can find 
some good ones to chase on HF, so I hope you all are having some success in getting new ones 
and filling slots, and getting some sleep hi hi. Even SSB has been more possible lately, and it’s 
really has been so much more fun talking to your QSO partner rather than sending those 
impersonal FT8 and FT4 messages. Your 100 watts can really work well during this new 
sunspot cycle for sure! 
 
On another note, my grapevine is telling me that the Atlanta Hamfest may not happen this 
year, so keep your eyes and ears open regarding that one which is one I really look forward to 
attending.  I will remind the new members to take advantage of our DX Elmers program, and 
don’t be bashful about asking questions on the email reflector. 
 
The recent strong winds did a number to some of my wire antennas, and I had to spend some 
time adjusting supports and getting things back up to where they were – hope everyone 
survived all those freaky wind gusts.  Keep monitoring 6m – I have a gut feeling that this 
summer it could be a very exciting band!  
 
Wishing you all good luck in snagging those new ones during the month of May! 
 
Bob Hensey K4VBM 
Activities Manager 
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                SEDXC Officers & Positions 

 

 

 

 

 
  

25 Years Ago… (de Van Herridge, N4VGE) 

 

It will be worth your time to take a look at the May 1998 Bulletin and 

see the DX they were pulling in.  On a more personal note, I apologize 

for the formatting errors in the newsletter.  Between learning Word and 

fighting with the internet connection as I travel (I’m in Tok, AK this 

month) I have had some formatting problems.   Thanks for your 

understanding.   

Please see the May 1998 Bulletin at the end of this Bulletin. 

Gud DX, 73 

de Van N4VGE 

                

SEDXC Officers: 

Chuck Catledge, AE4CW – President – c.catledge@gmail.com 
Clark Macaulay, WU4B – Vice-President – macaulay@gmail.com 

Joel Levine, WA4HNL – Secretary – jlevine@bellsouth.net 
Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN – Treasury – jacantor9@gmail.com 

Bob Hensey, K4VBM – Activities Manager – ptcorners@gmail.com 
 

SEDXC Appointed Positions: 

Chaz Cone, W4GKF – Webmaster – w4gkf@chazcone.com 
Van Herridge, N4VGE – SEDXC Bulletin Editor – 

vanherridge@gmail.com 

mailto:c.catledge@gmail.com
mailto:macaulay@gmail.com
mailto:jlevine@bellsouth.net
mailto:jacantor9@gmail.com
mailto:ptcorners@gmail.com
mailto:w4gkf@chazcone.com
mailto:vanherridge@gmail.com
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DXWorld.net DXpedition Timeline 

 

 

 

 

The DX World Calendar features a timeline of all DXpeditions 

anticipated for the current month and is a great way to plan your chase 

for the next, All-Time New One (ATNO).  The Calendar is updated 

regularly; use this link to see the latest version: 

http://www.hamradiotimeline.com/timeline/dxw_timeline_1_1.php 
 

http://www.hamradiotimeline.com/timeline/dxw_timeline_1_1.php
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Around the Shack 

May, 2023 

de N4GG 

 

 

The ARRL – It’s There for You 

 

 

Let’s have a show of hands.  If you have called the ARRL in the past 12 

months please raise your hand.  If you have called the ARRL ever please raise 

you hand.  By “called” I mean on the telephone.   

 

For me the question is rhetorical.  I know the answer.  I begin presentations by 

asking who’s called the league lately and the answer is always the same.  

Hardly anyone ever calls.  I’m writing this to encourage use of the ARRL’s HQ 

staff – a valuable resource and one you are paying for if you are an ARRL 

member.  

 

Below the surface there is a constant hum of complaints about the ARRL.  

Here are a few (not mine): 

 

-  The dues are too high. 

-  Everything is too expensive.  “Everything” includes the LOTW, awards, the 

outgoing QSL bureau, the books, everything. 

-  The ARRL doesn’t represent me.  I don’t agree with the league’s position on 

[fill in the blank]. 

- The league backed incentive licensing in 1964 and I have not forgotten nor 

forgiven. 

- The league and specifically QST expends too much time and resources (or, 

not enough time and resources) on:  CW, SSB, FT-8, digital modes, contests, 

boat anchors, nostalgia, antennas, HF, technical articles, licensing, the field 

organization, product reviews, advertising, operating events, *OTA (* can be 

nearly anything), etc. 

 

I don’t pay much attention to the complaints for two reasons.   
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- Any national organization with 160,000 members will have complaints.  

Pleasing everyone is not possible. 

 

- The ARRL is there for our use and the complainers seldom use it.  

 

There is, however, one complaint I do pay attention to – and not in a good way.  

“The league is of no value to me.”    

 

I was first licensed in 1961 and I’m convinced, sitting here 62 years later, there 

would be little or no useful spectrum left for me to enjoy were it not for the 

ARRL.  Spectrum defense is a primary task of the ARRL.  It is what caused 

the founding of the organization in 1915.  I hope the ARRL is as successful 

going forward as it has been in the past.  Someone will be around to enjoy 

amateur radio’s spectrum 62 years from now.  Not me, but someone.   

 

I am writing this in April, 2023.  So far I have called the ARRL twice this year 

– on the telephone!  As an aside, I never thought I’d see the telephone become 

passé, but here we are.  Meanwhile, a phone call is still the best way to 

communicate on certain subjects. 

 

What’s been the nature of my calls to the ARRL this year?  Having changed 

my QTH last year I needed to update my address at the FCC.  I needed to do it 

for my primary callsign and for a club callsign I’m the trustee of.  That second 

callsign presented problems I couldn’t work through online.  If you have had 

to deal with the FCC’s FRN and/or CORES system you know how difficult 

even simple things can be.  In a 10 minute phone call the regulatory desk at 

ARRL HQ took me step-by-step through the FRN maze.  Thanks ARRL. 

 

My second call to ARRL HQ involved a corrupted LOTW certificate.  

Changing my QTH in Georgia as well as starting a second station in Florida 

led to multiple computers getting shuffled and certificates getting bollixed up 

(a technical term).  I couldn’t straighten out the *.TQ5, *.TQ6 and *.P-12 files 

for one of my old callsigns.  To be honest I have never understood the LOTW 

file structure.  I never needed to, until I did.  Another short phone call and I 

was squared away. 
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In years past, I’ve called about all sorts of things.  ARRL HQ personnel always 

seem pleased to have someone ask a question.  It’s true; most of us never call. 

 

A memorable set of calls occurred in preparation for activating Saba Island as 

a new country on October 10, 2010.  Such events have a problem - there is 

typically no licensing authority in a brand-new country.  New countries have 

bigger concerns than ham radio.  For a while it looked like the callsigns 

(plural) for Saba were going to be PJ6/N4GG/P with each operator using his 

home call.  Ouch!  We wound up using PJ6A (legally) but that would not have 

occurred without multiple calls to the ARRL’s regulatory and DXCC desks, up 

to and including the day before the operation started. 

 

In addition calling about the LOTW, the FCC and DXCC, I’ve called the 

ARRL with technical questions, technical suggestions, to set up a Wouff Hong 

session at a hamfest and to make large-quantity purchases of books as give-

aways.  I could go on and on.   

 

 

Got something on your mind?  Call ARRL HQ and talk about it.   

  

If you call ARRL HQ you are in for a treat by the way.  A nice lady answers the 

phone!  “Hello, this is the ARRL, how may I help you?”  It’s delightfully old-

school. 

 

ARRL HQ:  860-594-0200. 

 

73, 

Hal N4GG 
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