
SEDXC Bulletin 

 

  Bulletin  
 April 2021 

 

  

  

  

SEDXC OFFICERS 
President  

Dick Baxter, K5TF 
K5tf58@gmail.com 

 
Vice President 

Mike Weathers, ND4V 
ND4V@comcast.net 

 
Secretary 

Paul Kelley, W4KLY 

w4kly@bellsouth.net 

 

Treasurer 
Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN 
jacantor9@Gmail.com 

 
Activities 

Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV 
WA4ZXV@arrl.net 

Appointed Positions 

SEDXC Bulletin Editor 
Clark Macaulay, WU4B 

clark.macaulay@gmail.com 

 
Membership Committee Chairman 

Bill Barr, N4NX 
n4nx@arrl.net 

 
Webmaster 

Chaz Cone, W4GKF 
w4gkf@chazcone.com 

   This Month’s Meeting 

 

Date/Time: Thursday April 15th @ 7:00 PM 
Location: Zoom Telemeeting 

Info: www.sedxc.org  
Topic:  INDEXA—The Organization and 

Sponsored DXpeditions  
 

Speaker: Lou Dietrich, N2TU 

_____________________________________________ 

From the Prez 
 

 
 

Dick K5TF 
 
Hi Fellow SEDXC DXers, I hope you all are safe and 
well.  The Georgia QSO party is coming up soon.  I 
hope to work my last seven GA counties this time 
around.  On the DX front I worked one A2 band fill - still 
needing 160M.  There are a few new IOTAs coming up 
next month (April). 
  
This month’s SEDXC meeting on April 15th will feature 
an old SEDXC friend, Lou Dietrich, N2TU who will 
speak on behalf of The International DX Association 
(INDEXA).  He will discuss INDEXA and some of the 
supported & sponsored DXpeditions it has helped.  I 
have been a life member of INDEXA for several 
decades now.  Check out its web site before the 
meeting; INDEXA.org.  
 

Dick K5TF 
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May’s meeting will feature our own Greg, W6IZT with Hal, W8HC.  At the March 2021 SEDXC ZOOM meeting, Ned, 
AA7A and Kevin, K6TD spoke about the "Rig in a Box" project and concept for remote DXpedition operations.  The 
May 20, 2021 meeting that will follow-up on this project with SEDXC member Greg, W6IZT & Hal, W8HC presenting 
what they have been involved with to advance this concept. 
  
Keep safe & happy! CU then.    
73,  Jeff / K1ZN 
for our Prez, Dick, K5TF 
 
 

 
Treasurer’s Journal  
Jeff K1ZN 

 
 
Checkbook Balance:  $15,254.38 
March Expenses disbursed: 
$113.50 for Zoom Fees 
$75. For K4SSU YL/Family Testimonial Plaque 

 
 
 

 

Jeff K1ZN 

 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG/4 

DX is for the Deserving 
 
        
Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD (SK) published the West Coast DX Bulletin (WCDXB) from 1968 to 
1979.   
 
Cass was quite a guy and if you were not around in the 60s and 70s I hope you have discovered 

the WCDXB more recently.  All the issues are available on the web.  This was pre-email.  The WCDXB was mailed to 
your house.  Imagine that!  Bernie, W3UR, now publishes The Daily DX that covers the same DX info, DXpedition 
rumors and related matters such as what’s up at the FCC.  The Daily DX arrives by email.  I remember hovering 
around my mail box in the 70s waiting for my weekly copy of the WCDXB via snail mail.   
 
If you were a serious DXer you subscribed or read your friend’s copy when he was through with it.  Beyond the 
standard fare was Cass’ humorous storytelling.  Subscription to the WCDXB grew so large that Cass finally quit.  It 
was a one-man operation and cranking out a thousand copies on a mimeograph machine, addressing them and 
mailing them was hard work. 
 
As the WCDXB grew Cass’ cast of characters evolved.  I still laugh when reading the WCDXB and I have read the 
entire collection at least twice.  I’ve also written in Cass’ style at times, as have several others.  Characters included 
the Old Timer, The QRPer, Red Eyed Louie and his cousin Sun Spot Louie and the Palos Verde Sun Dancers.  The 
stories usually began with The QRPer being perplexed about something DX related (often why he couldn’t work 
anything) and climbing the hill to seek the wisdom of The Old Timer.  The Old Timer would answer the QRPer’s 
question in a round-about way, in the form of a parable.  Hugh was clever and an excellent writer. 
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The story was always at the back of the bulletin and subscribers invariably went straight to the back and read that first.  
The last words were always “DX IS.”  The WCDXB is where that started.  The saying DX IS is still used by old time 
DXers.  Another saying was “DX is for the deserving.”  The QRPer was admonished to drop bad habits and do the 
right thing.  If he did, he would be deserving of rare DX. 
 
That brings me to one of my favorite QSOs.  If you have been on the air for very long you probably have one or two of 
your own.   
 
I’ve chased DX for a long time.  An Honor Roll plaque went on my wall around 1975 there is very little I need in the 
way of new DX.  I did need Desecheo Island on 160 meters however when a DXpedition led by K4UEE and WØGJ 
went there in February, 2009.  At the time I was wintering in my tiny deed-restricted two-story townhouse in Florida.  I 
had an FT-857 and a power supply on-site and that was it.  There were no antennas and little hope of putting any up.  
Getting on 160 from there wasn’t even a fever dream. 
 
But, Cass was right.  DX is for the deserving.  So I decided to try.  Desecheo Island is 1,100 miles from Vero Beach, 
FL and the pileups were going to be ferocious, but what the heck.   
 
First up was the antenna problem.  The only option I could see was a rain gutter than ran along the building about 12 
feet off the ground.  That would have to do.  I threw a piece of speaker wire from my second floor balcony to the gutter 
and jammed the shack end into the output SO-239 on the FT-857.  A PL-259 was superfluous.  The 857 doesn’t have 
a built-in antenna tuner and I didn’t have an outboard one, but I’m not sure it mattered.  The SWR was probably 100:1 
and beyond the range of any sane tuner anyway. 
 
There was no counterpoise.  Radials are key to good performance on 160 and I had none.  The rig itself and the power 
supply leads and the shield of the coax would have to do.  This was looking grim.   
 
I checked the antenna.  As expected the rig folded back to protect itself.  The output bar graph wasn’t indicating any 
power going out.  I might have been putting 1 watt into the rain gutter or maybe 1/10th of a watt.  There was no way to 
tell.  Despite having no ground for the antenna, the chassis didn’t seem hot.  When you are running one watt nothing 
seems hot.  Cass’ QRPer would have thrown in the towel at this point, but I’m the Old Timer up on the hill and I wasn’t 
going to admonish myself for being completely unprepared.  Desecheo at this point was the number six most wanted 
DXCC country in the world. 
 
Next came noodling out how to actually get the contact.  This is where experience came in handy.  I was NOT going to 
break any pileups.  I would be lucky to be heard at all.  1/10th of a watt on 160?  1,100 miles?  No radials?  A QSO was 
unlikely.  I figured the last night of operation was going to be my best chance, around 3 AM, after the sun had risen in 
Europe and the big guns (and the little pistols) had all gotten their QSOs and were in bed.  All the TV sets would be off 
in the building too.  3AM was just before sunrise at Desecheo.  Competition was going to be as good as it would get on 
the last night, although I expected there would still be a lot of callers. 
 
Fortunately, the DXpedition was reporting their status via the web, so figuring out when the last night was easy.  I set 
the alarm for 2:45 AM, got up, made coffee and fired up my wonder-station.  The usual middle-of-the-night 160 sizzle 
was there: S6.  Nuts.  My signal wasn’t going to be S6 one mile away.  But DX is for the deserving so I plowed 
(crawled was more like it) ahead. 
 
Whoo-hoo! There was K5D on CW about one S unit above my noise level.  At least I could hear them.  They were 
actually arm chair copy.  They announced they were working split and I went looking for the pileup.  I couldn’t find it. 
 
Was I the only caller?  It seemed impossible.  I wasn’t hearing well so I figured I just couldn’t hear the other callers.  
That’s not good.  Timing the pileup is a necessity in this situation and I couldn’t hear it. 
 
Okay, okay, just call.  As I once told a famous contester who was sitting doing email at PJ2T while waiting for 15 to 
open, “They won’t hear you if you don’t transmit.”  That’s become an inside joke. 
 
So I called.  N4GG.  Nothing.  N4GG.  Nothing.  N4GG.  Nothing.  I did start to notice K5D wasn’t working anyone, so 
he either had a high noise floor (bad!) or there were no callers (good!).   N4GG.  Nothing. 
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N4GG.  Nothing.  This went on for 15 minutes.  The 857 was happily folded all the way back to under 1 watt.  The rain 
gutter was now wet with dew – typical of FL in the middle of the night.  I was operating in the bedroom and the bed 
looked inviting.  What was I doing up at 3 in the morning? 
 
I implored the Palos Verde Sun Dancers to help me out.  N4GG.  Nothing.  N4GG, K5D: N?  Wow!  The grey line was 
sweeping over Desecheo.  I have great admiration for whoever was operating 160 at K5D that morning.  He stuck with 
it for an hour or more not making any QSOs.  Well, except for one. 
 
N4GG.  Nothing.  N4GG, N4GG, N4GG.  K5D: N?  N4GG 4 times.  K5D: N4?  N4GG 4 times.  Nothing.  N4GG 4 
times.  K5D:  N4G?  Did I mention there are memorable QSOs in one’s ham career? 
 
N4GG 4 times.  K5D:  N4GG 599.  I was in the log!  With a 599 signal report too!  Everybody is 599 of course – this is 
a DXpedition.  A more accurate report would have been 119. 
 
You know the moral to this story.  There are no excuses.  If you want to work DX you can work DX.  How badly do you 
want it?  You might have to be a Red Eyed Louie at 3 AM.  You might get stuck with no antenna and be QRPp.  You 
might have to plan your best-chance moment like an Old Timer would.  But you can do it.  You can quit but you can’t 
fail. 
 
73 and RIP, Cass.  He was a DXer’s DXer.   
 
DX really is for the deserving.  DX IS. 
 

Hal N4GG 
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SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All rights reserved.  
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