
  Bulletin  
 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 From the Prez; VP’s Corner 

2  Around the Shack  

3 Club Officers; Treasurer’s Journal 

6 DXpedition Funding Requests 

 

 

25 Years Ago in SEDXC 

 

From the Prez 

 

 
 

Dick K5TF 
 
Mike ND4V and I have been closely monitoring 
breaking news updates and Metro Atlanta area 
closures/cancellations relating to the preventive 
measures being taken to limit the contracting and 
spread of the COVID-19 virus.  While the risk of 
contracting COVID-19 remains low in Georgia, we feel 
that it is better to err on the side of caution and be 
proactive, given that our meeting takes place in a 
hospital environment, whether good or not good.  The 
March 19th SEDXC meeting scheduled in the Rich 
Auditorium at Piedmont Hospital is hereby canceled, 
and the Pitcairn Island program to have been 
presented by Greg Marco W6IZT will be 
rescheduled.  Updates forthcoming. 

 
73,  
 

Dick K5TF 

This Month’s Meeting 

 
The meeting for March has been cancelled. Please 
see comments by Dick K5TF, adjacent column.   

 
 

 
 

 

VP’s Corner 

 
 

Mike ND4V 
 
Orlando Hamcation and Dalton are in the books.  Time 
to start thinking about Xenia aka Dayton.  I suppose we 
should be flattered, the SEDXC tradition of kicking off 
the Dayton weekend with a dinner has been picked up 
by several groups.  (News Flash:  Dayton 
Hamvention cancelled—Editor).  For the past two 
years, we barely filled two tables at the Amber Rose 
Restaurant.  The question I have for the 20 that attend 
is, do we do it again or do we join with the CW ops or 
another group?  Let me know your thoughts. 
 
Thanks to Mickey Baker, N4MB for the insightful talk on 
ARRL from the perspective of our SE Division Board 
member.    
 
Speaking of programs, Gregg Marco W6IZT will share 
his experience of visiting Pitcairn Island and meeting 
the descendants of the HMS Bounty mutineers.  Be 
sure and check the club’s website as it gets closer to 
meeting time … if the virus continues to spread, we 
may have to postpone the March meeting. 
 

Cont. p. 3 
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Can Someone Tell Me Why…? 
 

 
 

John K4BAI 
 
Can someone tell me why, generally, SEDXC members 
either do not participate in DX contests or, if they do, do 
not post their claimed scores to the 3830 score reflector? 
At one time, SEDXC was one of the clubs in the USA that 
submitted the most score in club aggregate score 
competitions in major contests. As a result of that, 
SEDXC was a club that was permitted to select a WRTC 
team championship team captain for WRTC 1996 in San 
Francisco. That's how I got to be a team captain and with 
W4AN come in second place. Now, if someone is a 
member of SEDXC, but not a member of SECC or GCG, 
scores almost never appear on 3830.  
 
I can't believe that members of SEDXC only want to meet 
once a month and chase new country DX stations only 
and not participate in DX contests. Maybe so, but why not 
participate and help make these events successful 
and in the process submit scores to the 3830 reflector 
and get some good publicity for SEDXC? Not being 
critical, but mainly curious. 
 
73,  
 

John K4BAI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG/4 
 

 
 

Station Un-Design Tips 
 
Here is a rainy-day task:  Think through the need, 
cost, and benefit as well as the unwanted, 
unintended and unanticipated consequences of every 
nut, bolt, wire, fuse, power strip, connector, insulator, 
fan, plug, socket, jumper cable, filter, balun, three 
wire to two wire AC adapter, “lightning protector” 
(typically useless and/or installed wrong), ground rod, 
LCD display and piece of gear in your shack.  That 
list is incomplete but you get the idea.  Below are 
three examples of items that might be in your shack 
that you might be better off without.  When working 
as an engineering manager an important part of my 
job was helping design engineers avoid designing-in 
unnecessary parts.  As technology progressed 
unnecessary parts included unnecessary 
microprocessors, memory, software and firmware.         
 
Seriously, take an hour and think through your station 
piece by piece.   
 
Example 1 – An easy one 
 
That AC power strip that’s plugged into another AC 
power strip, put there in the days you had nine things 
to plug in…and now you only have three…maybe 
that second one should come out and go into a 
closet? 
 
Example 2 – Stand-alone in-line wattmeters 
 
If your gear is modern, you have a wattmeter/SWR 
bridge built into your radio.  Medium to high-end 
amplifiers have wattmeter/SWR bridges built in as 
well.  Virtually all antenna tuners have a built in 
wattmeter/SWR bridge.  A stand-alone in-line 
wattmeter is of some use on the output of an 
inexpensive amp like an AL-811 (and its many 
variants) or an SB-220 because those don’t have 
one.  Even those amps however have relative power 
output meters and you can get by with that and 
nothing else.  If your amp has a wattmeter, or you 
have no amp and your radio has one, what’s the 
justification for another? 
 

Cont. p. 4 
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SEDXC OFFICERS 

 

President: Dick Baxter, K5TF 
K5tf58@gmail.com 
 
Vice President:  Mike Weathers, ND4V 
ND4V@comcast.net 
 
Secretary: Paul Kelley, W4KLY 
w4kly@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer: Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN 
jacantor9@Gmail.com  
 
Activities: Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV 
Wa4zxv@arrl.net 

Appointed Positions 

 
SEDXC Bulletin Editor: Clark Macaulay, WU4B 
clark.macaulay@gmail.com 
 
Membership Committee Chairman 
Bill Barr, N4NX 
n4nx@arrl.net 
 
Webmaster: Chaz cone, W4GKF 
w4gkf@chazcone.com 
 

Club Communications 

SEDXC Webpage: www.sedxc.org 

SEDXC Chat Room: details on webpage 

SEDXC Reflector: details on webpage 

SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern 

DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All 

rights reserved.  

 

VP Corner (cont.) 

 

April (tentatively) we will learn about what it takes to 
talk to the International Space station. 
 
Have you decided which of the officer positions you 
are best suited for?  Let Dick Baxter, K5TF know!  All 
slots are available.   
 
73, 
 

Mike ND4V 

 
 

 
Treasurer’s Journal  
 

Balance on hand as of February 29:  $11,232.  
  
Checks Paid During Past Month: 

 $30, Georgia QSO Party 
 
 73,  
 

Jeff K1ZN 

 

 

Congratulations! 
 

 
 
Paul Branson KA4YZR won the Annual SEDXC Raffle 
Prize of half the cost of a coach air ticket to attend the 
2020 International DX Convention.  Congratulations, 
Paul! 
 
Since this year’s Convention has been cancelled due 
to the Corona virus outbreak, Paul has a rain check for 
next year.   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
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Around the Shack (cont.) 
 
Meanwhile, a wattmeter is a good piece of test equipment to have around, as is a dummy load.  But in line all the 
time?  I keep a Bird 43 wattmeter on my test equipment shelf. 
 
At N4GG both radios have built-in wattmeters, both amps have built-in wattmeters and each amp is followed by a high-
power antenna tuner that has yet another built-in wattmeter.  A visitor once asked me why I didn’t have a wattmeter.  I 
didn’t have the heart to tell him I didn’t need a fourth one for each radio+amp+tuner.    
 
In-line wattmeters – the pros: 

- They can be fun.  The needles swing or the displays flash.  Wattmeter/SWR bridges of the crossed-needle 
type look particularly impressive.  It’s a hobby.  Have one or more if that makes you happy. 

- They can be useful in spotting changes.  Many of the digital ones provide three or four digits of precision (not 
accuracy).  If the second digit of your SWR is different than it was yesterday, then something might be 
changing outside.  The wattmeter/SWR bridge in your radio can be used the same way, but stand-alone 
meters are sometimes easier to read. 

 
In-line wattmeters – the cons: 

- They cost money 
- They take up valuable desk space 
- They distract you from what’s important, if what’s important to you is grinding your way through a DX pileup or 

a contest.   
- Here is the big item:  They add loss and reduce station reliability.   

 
Let’s do what I suggested at the start of the column and think our way through it piece by piece.  An in-line wattmeter 
adds a jumper cable and one additional male RF connector (net).  It also adds the two SO-239s on the wattmeter box 
and the connections and components inside the box.  The extra jumper cable and connectors add some loss, maybe 
0.2 dB?  That’s not a problem on receive until, perhaps, you get to VHF frequencies.  When transmitting however, 0.2 
dB of loss converts 68 watts of RF into heat if you are running 1500 watts output.  No one will notice that when 
listening to your signal, but that extra jumper cable and those connectors will get warm.   
 
Then there is the use, possibly, of “mystery” connectors (see the February, 2019 column) and worse still the use of 
right angle adapters at the connections to the wattmeter.  I see right angle adapters a lot on the rear of wattmeters. 
Including right angle adapters, our in-line wattmeter has added a PL-259, two right angle adapters, two SO-239s, a 
cable, the circuitry inside the wattmeter and the power cable for the wattmeter and, if needed, a power supply 
(fortunately, most can run off 13.5 VDC “house power”).  All this is in exchange for, hopefully, some benefit(s).  Only 
you can do the trade-off for your station. 
 
There are stations that are piled high.  Rig upon rig, amps, antenna tuners, LCD screens, handhelds in chargers, 
wattmeters, test equipment, power supplies, etc.  If this is your thing – more power to you.  I’m all for it.  Station 
building can be a fun part of the hobby.  N4GG is designed as a DX and contest station where efficiency and reliability 
come first.  You may have something completely different in mind.  
 
A true story: 
 
I made a trip to HP1XX some years ago to operate in the ARRL CW DX contest.  The station had an intermittent 
connection somewhere in the RF path and I traced that down to the area of an in-line wattmeter.  It was following an 
ACOM 2000A amp which had an accurate wattmeter of its own.  The additional wattmeter didn’t need to be there.  It 
had right-angle connectors on the back and the one I grabbed was RED HOT.  Ouch.  The wattmeter and jumper 
cable were moved to a closet and the right angle adapters were redirected to file 13. 
 
Example 3 - Fused power strips  
 
Figure 1 shows a RIGrunner power strip – which can be public enemy #1 when operating away from home.  I’m not 
picking on RIGrunner – MFJ and many others make the same item.  The basic problem of course is what to do after a 
fuse blows and takes you off the air.  Got spares?  Every EOC I’ve been in has these scattered about – and there are 
usually no spare fuses.  EOCs and club stations in particular like to use Anderson Powerpole connectors because 
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various people and radios are coming and going and it’s valuable to standardize.  The powerpole’s connectors are are 
fine, the fuses are not. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Figure 1 Power Strip 

 
Take a close look at Figure 1.  There are three 25 amp branch circuits that will each handle a 100 watt radio drawing 
around 22 amps when transmitting.  The main fuse however is 40 amps.  When two rigs are transmitting they present 
a load of 44 amps peak and will blow the main fuse – shutting everything down.  The total capacity of the individual 
fused circuits is 102 amps.  The main fuse is 40 amps.  Even if we load each branch circuit at half its rating (51 amps 
total) the main fuse will blow.   
 
Fuses protect the load (equipment, wiring) and the power supply.  Modern equipment seldom fails and some examples 
have built-in circuit breakers or fuses of their own.  Nearly all modern power supplies are over-current, over-voltage 
and short-circuit protected - they don’t need a fuse in series with the load.  Your station may include a power supply 
that can handle the load, a power strip that can handle the load, and a fuse that can’t.  That’s okay at home I guess, 
but away from home what, exactly, are we accomplishing?  “I use fuses because, you know, everything should always 
be fused” is not an answer, it’s a slogan.   
 
Another true story: 
 
This occurred while setting up a two transmitter contest station at VP2M.  Regretfully, a fused power strip wound up in 
the mix and was powered up when a wire from it to a piece of gear got plugged in on the gear end.  The plug on that 
end was a 1/8th inch phone plug that for a few milliseconds caused a short as the plug slid into the jack.  Presto; blown 
fuse, off the air!  We needlessly “saved” the short circuit protected power supply from a momentary short circuit and 
went QRT.  In this case, the fuse in series with a self-protected power supply served no useful purpose – it just 
reduced station reliability.  We didn’t travel all the way to VP2M to test fuses.  The work around: all the Anderson 
PowerPole connecters were cut off and those along with the power strip were set aside.  The power supply leads and 
all the load wires were stripped and twisted together with two large wire nuts.  We had a contest to win and no time for 
niceties.  
 
Redundancy often just adds redundant failure modes. 
 
So – ready to retire parts of your shack?  Kick back, grab a cup of Joe and think it through.  Maybe even draw a few 
diagrams for your station technical notebook! 
 
73,  
 

Hal N4GG/4 
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SEDXC Meeting Minutes – February 20, 2020 
 

President Dick Baxter, K5TF called the meeting to order at 7:30pm followed by self-introductions by all in attendance.   
 
Treasurer Jeff Cantor, K1ZN reported that our current funds balance is $11,732.83. 
 
A request for financial support for the VE8PJ South Orkney Island DXpedition was discussed.  This entity is currently 
No. 16 on the ClubLog DXCC Most Wanted List.  A motion was made and passed to contribute $500. 
 
A request for financial support for the T3ØET Tarawa Atoll (Kiribati) DXpedition planned from March 18 through April 
2, 2020 was discussed.  Kiribati is ranked No. 72 on the ClubLog DXCC Most Wanted List.  A motion was made and 
passed to decline funding based on the accepted SEDXC long time practice of providing support only for those entities 
ranked in the top 30 of the Most Wanted List. 
 
Mike Weathers, ND4V is now qualified as a QSL Card Checker for all bands, 10M through 160M, for DXCC or other 
purposes.  Members or others needing QSL card checks can contact Mike at ND4V@arrl.org. 
 
President Baxter has requested that anyone desiring to or willing to serve on a Nominating Committee to nominate 
officers for the coming year to contact him in person or at K5TF@arrl.org.  New officers are to be elected at the June 
meeting. 
 
We were pleased to have as our guests and speakers David Benoist, AG4ZR from Senoia, GA and Mickey Baker, 
N4MB from Palm Beach Gardens, FL.  David serves as ARRL Georgia Section Manager and Mickey is the ARRL 
Southeast Division Director, one of fifteen ARRL Directors. 
 
The drawing for the prize of 50% Airfare to attend the Visalia (CA) International DX Convention sponsored by the 
Southern California DX Club April 24, 25 and 26, 2020 was won by Paul Branson, KA4YZR. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Paul Kelley, W4KLY 
SEDXC Secretary 
 

 

From: Gene K5GS 

Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 7:55 AM 

To: Jeff Cantor / K1ZN 

Subject: Southeastern DX Club - VP8PJ 

  
Hi Jeff, 
 
I want to thank the Southeastern DX Club for their very generous donation of $500 to the VP8PJ project, and 
apologize for this late response. 
 
I returned home from Punta Arenas, Chile last night to a pile of mail, can't sleep so trying to clear the pile of 
DXpedition and personal business that's been untouched for 5 weeks, including cancelling a number of airplane trips 
the wife and I had scheduled (and paid thru July) -  coronavirus travel restrictions. 
 
When the team returned to Punta Arenas on March 12th we got to see the full extent of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
some decided to re-book flights and get home sooner than planned. Fortunately, I was able to get flights out on Latam 
Air and United gave me a 50% on my unused ticket. 
 

Also of concern are the demonstrations going on in Chile since last summer. All of us have been tear gassed at least 
once, and some several times, with the gas wafting into our hotel. I was able to avoid the water cannons. Our hotel 

mailto:ND4V@arrl.org
mailto:K5TF@arrl.org
mailto:k5gs@pdxg.net
mailto:jacantor9@Gmail.com
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was at the crossroads of the demonstration routes. 
 
Tremendous civil unrest across the country, with significant vandalism and political slogans spray painted on most 
buildings. Many major firms sustained damage to their building, windows being replaced by steel plate at banks and 
mobile phone carriers. Armed guards posted at the door.  It's a mess...  
 
However, we never felt threatened by the protesters, but it was time to get out of there.  What started (for us) as Friday 
evening demonstrations turned into afternoon rampages by school kids, teenagers, who were chased by the police 
vehicles and teargased. 
 
Unfortunately, they're destroying their future and are too stupid to realize they're being used by the outside 
agitators.  This all started when the government increased the subway fares in Santiago, the increase was used as the 
catalyst to prove income inequality and the wage gap. 
 
We were very happy with the success of the DXpedition, even though it was very cold, we lived / operated in 2 small 
portable buildings we installed on this windswept island, with high winds, rain, snow and ice most days. 
 
More to come later as we write up the project and get some images on the web. 
 
Thanks again for the donation. 
 
73, 
GS K5GS 
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DXpedition Funding Request 
 
None at this time--Editor 
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