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Bulletin 

 

February  2022 
Founded In 1958 

 

Our Next Meeting & Speaker 

Date & Time: Thursday, February 17, 2022, 7:00 PM 
Location: Via Zoom (see www.SEDXC.org/Zoom for details) 
Theme: Unlocking and Finding Value In Ham Radio Receivers 

Frank Howell, K4MH 
  

 

 

Frank Howell, K4MH, is Professor Emeritus at Mississippi State University and 

Adjunct Professor at Emory University.  He has been an SWL, avid BCB DXer, and 

antenna builder since he was 8 years old. Frank has been active in ham radio 

organizations since receiving his call sign. He is a Life Member of the ARRL and 

Assistant Director of the ARRL Delta Division, having served under two Division 

Directors. After being licensed at the Georgia Tech club, he joined the Atlanta Radio 

Club, assisting with club programs.  

K4FMH enjoys most aspects of ham radio, especially tests and measurements on his 

workbench, rag chewing on HF, portable operations, digital modes via repeaters 

(DSTAR, Fusion, DMR), and the occasional DX contest. But he looks forward to 

learning that next new thing… 

You can read more of Frank’s accomplishments at www.qrz.com.   

From the Prez (de Chuck Catledge, AE4CW) 

 

As I write this, it’s the morning of Thursday, February 10, and the bands are working!  

As usual early in the morning, 40M is king of the hill with lots of activity from Japan, 

New Zealand, Indonesia, South Korea and even the Philippines.  As the sun rises 30 

and 20 start to come alive with more from Asia but recently, even some Europeans.  

Just a little later 17 and 15 open up with even more activity from Europe and western 

and southern Africa.  Lots of fairly ordinary – but good – DX.  Going higher, 12 is just 

as busy as 15, maybe more so.  Lo and behold, 10 is doing well too, for 10 AM local 

time.  In addition to the fairly ordinary DX, some not so ordinary stations peek out of 

http://www.sedxc.org/
https://ncdxc.org/dx-code-of-conduct/
http://www.sedxc.org/Zoom
http://www.qrz.com/
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the ether: Thailand, India, Jordan, Iceland, western China, Lebanon, Kuwait, Western 

Sara, Greenland, Seychelles, Reunion, Gibraltar, Antarctica and ......... 

I think you get the picture; it’s not “1957” yet, but the bands are a lot more active 

than they were just six months ago, and there is certainly more DX to be worked.  

Which leads me to the CQ DX Marathon.  I’m guessing that not too many of us are 

annual participants or even one-time participants.  I sure was not.  And then, two 

folks showed us the light: Dick K5TF, and Andy AA5JF.  Both are avid participants and 

believers.  The “secret sauce” of the Marathon is that it’s all about chasing DX in the 

here and now, i.e. 2022.  And, it’s structured to allow every SEDXC member to 

participate competitively with little matter to the capability of their station.  It’s easy 

to work and score.  Once we understood the power and flexibility of the Marathon it 

became the natural follow-on to the “100 Watts and a Wire” operating event for 

2022. 

I hope this new look at chasing DX strikes a chord with you.  If so, please drop Andy 

AA4JF an email at amgoss05@yahoo.com to let him know you want to play.  Andy is 

our club coordinator of the DX Marathon, and he will add you to the SEDXC team.  

We get to play not only as individuals but on the SEDXC club team too.  It’s almost 

like you are back at the starting gate of working DXCC but with all your DXing 

experience and Moxy leading the way.  And, by the way, we are working on 

recognition at regular intervals (perhaps quarterly) as well as year-end recognition 

for all of the participant operating categories. 

To learn more about the CQ DX Marathon and the operating categories, check out 

these links: 

Home Page –  

https://www.dxmarathon.com/ 

Contest Rules and operating categories –  

 https://www.dxmarathon.com/Rules/Rules-2022.htm 

Where’s DX?  I suspect many of us subscribe to or read some of the DXpedition 

bulletins like the Daily DX, Weekly DX, DX-World, ARRL DX Bulletin and numerous 

other publications.  I’ve found these quite helpful not only to keep updated on the 

big DXpeditions but also the single or few operator adventures that also make for 

good DX.  One of the upcoming one-man adventures is to C5 – The Gambia by G3XTT 

to participate in the RSGB Commonwealth Contest but also will be working US 

stations between March 9 and 18.  And, a multi-operator expedition to FO-A – Austral 

Islands is scheduled for April 16 to 28.   

On the top end of the DXpedition scale the 3Y0J Bouvet team announced on February 

8th that they have a firm departure date of January 6th 2023 (driven by ship logistics) 

mailto:amgoss05@yahoo.com
https://www.dxmarathon.com/
https://www.dxmarathon.com/Rules/Rules-2022.htm
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for a 44 to 51-day DXpedition with 22 days on the island.  They plan to operate 12 

radios, eight on SSB/CW and four on FT/8.  The FT/8 stations will be operating in SO2R 

configuration with four SSB/CW stations, so only eight operators are required.  This 

may be a first along with an innovative receive loop antenna that can feed signals to 

multiple radios simultaneously.  And, with all this they plan to make 200,000 QSOs!! 

Note elsewhere in the Bulletin that we are planning a SEDXC BBQ picnic hosted by 

Paul Kelley, W4KLY, on Saturday, April 23 at his QTH near Stone Mountain.  Put this 

one on your calendar! 

73 et Gud DX, 

Chuck, AE4CW 

VP’s Corner (de Clark Macaulay, WU4B) 

 

February has arrived ushering in cold weather for us in Atlanta.  There have been several days 

of above average temperature sandwiched in with other days of freezing.  It’s a wonder that 

I’m still relatively healthy with such a swing.  I should get my EFHW back up this month so I 

can get on 40m.  Until then I’m limited to the Hexx Beam for 20m and above.   

Like Mike K4PI, I’m finding gobs of DX on FT8 on the higher bands where I am currently 

looking for band fills to reach 1500 DX Challenge (now at 1466).  I still pursue DX using CW as 

my primary mode provided that I can hear them: e.g. TU5PCT on 20m.     

This year I have decided to work as many QSO parties as I can: it is a weekend priority and 

gives me a chance to use my CW skills while pursuing 5BWAS where I have 2 bands confirmed 

in CW.  I never made this a priority until this year.  IOTA chasing is another thread being 

pursued.  I spend lots of it searching and searching… 

The QSL Card project I mentioned in my last month’s article is finished.  It has been a 

wonderful trip down memory lane, and I have about 600 cards that did not make it into the 

oak QSL chest due to space limitations.  I’m very pleased with this addition to my shack in the 

basement and hope to peruse it again from time to time.   

We have some interesting speakers lined up for our monthly meetings.  You can read about 

this month’s speaker elsewhere in the SEDXC Bulletin.  Here’s the roundup for the next few 

months that is subject to change. 

• Frank W3LPL is slated for March to speak to us about his views on what to expect 
from solar cycle 25. 

• Alex VE3NEA will update us on his latest software app Ham Cockpit and how he uses 
it to bust CW pileups in the April meeting. 

• June will feature Dick W4PID who will update us on the new features of Club Log that 
are useful for DX ops.   
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I’m currently looking for speakers for July – September so if you have a speaker you’ve heard 

or a topic of interest to DXers, let me know and I’ll track them down. 

73 es gud DX, 

Clark, WU4B 

SEDXC Barbeque (de Paul Kelley, W4KLY) 

 

All of us have been longing for a real (sans Zoom meeting) or other opportunity to 

get together, so to accomplish this SEDXC is planning a barbeque for Saturday, April 

23 from around 4:00pm to 7:00pm at my home QTH – Paul Kelley, W4KLY. My QTH is 

located about ten minutes beyond the main entrance to Stone Mountain Park. The 

main course will be fresh pork shoulders and chicken cooked (barbequed) for several 

hours over oak and hickory coals. The club has previously held similar events here 

that were very popular.   

More details will follow as the date approaches, but for now, please put this event 

on your calendar.  

Treasurer’s Journal (de Jeff Cantor, K1ZN) 

 

Greetings, Fellow DXers!  Not much to report this month, but we made an important 
disbursement: 
 

Purpose Amount 

Crozet DXpedition $504.99 

TOTAL: $504.99 
 
Our Account Balance is $15,812.85! 
 
We have no other current applications. 
 
Gud DX & 73, 
  
Jeff, K1ZN 
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Weatherproofing Coax Connections 

Around the Shack (de Hal Kennedy, N4GG) 

 

It’s a rare station that doesn’t have a few PL-259s out back that need to be “sealed” 

from the weather.  Left unprotected, water quickly enters coax connectors and, via 

the connector, enters the coax itself.  The shield in coax cable has lots of surface area 

and lots of open spaces.  It is a perfect medium for capillary action. 

You will encounter used coax where the copper shield is black.  That’s from water 

incursion and that coax is useless.  What has always amazed me is how far back from 

the “wet end” the shield can be black.  I have stripped coax back 10 feet and the 

shield is still black.  Coax loves to soak up water.   

Many old timers know the basics for weatherproofing coax connections yet there are 

a few techniques many seem unaware of.  Newer hams may not know the techniques 

at all, so I’ll cover the subject as thoroughly as I can this month.  

Before I get to how to weatherproof a coax connection using best practices, I’d like 

to note how many YouTube videos there are on this subject that describe poor 

practices.  I’m surprised how bad some of them are.  Two videos in particular have 

been posted by respected companies in the ham market who should know better.  

They are embarrassing.  I’ll provide screen captures below depicting egregiously bad 

advice. 

The basics for obtaining good weatherproofing are simple.  What’s required is two 

types of tape and a pair of scissors (or diagonal cutters).  That’s all you need. 

Here are the techniques and tips.  I’ll use a typical PL-259 to barrel to PL-259 splice as 

an example, but the same techniques apply to other outdoor connections.  After the 

discussion on techniques, I’ll describe the materials used.   

• Start with clean, quality connectors.  I did an Around the Shack column on UHF 
connectors some time ago; there are lots of bad ones available at hamfests 
for $1.  “Amphenol or not at all” will set you back $4 a connector and be worth 
every penny.  The PL-259 center pins should slide snugly into the barrel 
connector.  If they don’t – STOP.  Find connectors that provide a snug fit.  You 
are about to seal the connection under layers of tape making it hard to 
troubleshoot and repair later. 
 

• Seat the nipples on the PL-259s into the indents in the barrel and tighten the 
PL-259s with pliers.  More than hand tight, less than “pipe wrench” tight.       
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• Wrap the connection with self-amalgamating rubber-based tape.  The start of 
the wrapping should begin at or near the center of the connectors, NOT AT 
THE OUTSIDE EDGE OF THE WRAPPING (Figure 1).  
 

 
 

Each lap of the tape should overlap the prior lap by approximately 50%.  The 
tape should be pulled tight as it’s applied – tight enough to reduce its width 
by about 25%.  It can be pulled to near its breaking point to get into voids at 
critical spots.  The end of the wrapping should be cut from the roll with 
scissors or diagonal pliers.  DO NOT yank the tape apart with your hands.  On 
the final layer, circle back from the edge of the wrap back toward the center.  
We want the starting end of the tape buried under tape and the end of the 
tape to end near the center and not at the end of the layer.  The self-
amalgamating tape layer should extend at least two inches past the end of 
the connectors.   
 

• Wrap over the self-amalgamating tape with vinyl-based tape.  Again, the start 
and finish of the wrap should not be at the ends of the layer.  Start the wrap 
in the middle of the splice.  End the wrap by circling back from the finish end.  
Layers should be about 50% overlapped and the end should be cut from the 
roll, not yanked apart.  The 3M data sheet (for the products described below) 
recommends pulling with sufficient force to narrow the tape to approximately 
5/8ths its original width.  This number is not critical.  This vinyl layer should 
extend at least one inch further out than the ends of the self-amalgamating 
tape underneath. 
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Materials and Concepts 

• 3M makes an excellent self-amalgamating rubber-based tape: Scotch 130C.  
Scotch 2155 (Temflex) also works well.  Personally, this is one area where I 
have had good luck buying hamfest “mystery tape” for the intended purpose.  
For years it has been $6 a roll – it never seems to change.  Make sure the tape 
is self-amalgamating – it will have a layer of Mylar between the tape layers to 
prevent it from bonding to itself.  Most self-amalgamating rubber tape is not 
UV resistant.  It provides weatherproofing, but it can’t stand long exposure to 
the sun.   
 

• For decades hams have used Scotch 33 (now called Scotch Super 33+) as the 
outer tape layer.  It is there primarily for UV protection for the underlying 
rubber tape, but it has another important purpose.  Scotch Super 33+ is 
abrasion and puncture resistant - rubber tape is not.  Most connections rub 
against tower legs, get dragged across terrain, rub on rotors when used as 
rotor loops, etc. 
 

• 3M now makes a tape similar to Super 33+, designated Scotch Super 88.  Both 
are fine for ham radio use.  Super 88 is 8.5 mils thick and provides additional 
abrasion resistance over Super 33+, which is 7 mils thick.  Rolls of 3M Super 
33+, Self-Amalgamating tape and Scotch Super 88 are shown in Figure 2. 
 

 
 

• If it occurs, water ingress will begin at the end of a tape wrap.  It’s nearly 
impossible to get the ends of a tape wrap weatherproof using two very 
common mistakes:   
 

o Hand yanking the tape apart from the roll 
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o Starting and or ending a layer at the end rather than near the center 
of the splice 
 

• An experiment:  Take a look at the ends of tape hand-yanked off a roll.  Try to 
get those ends to adhere properly to an underlying layer of tape or to coax – 
you can’t do it.  Beginning and ending the tape away from the ends of the 
splice allows application at correct pressure (stretch) to be applied at the layer 
ends during application. 
 

• Tape temperature performance is an interesting subject.  The packaging on 
both Scotch Super 33+ and Super 88 list the tape temperature as 0 F to 221 
degrees F.  The packaging does not use the words “operating range.”  Since 
we hams use outdoor connections well below 0 F, I called 3M and asked about 
it.  It was explained that the range 0 F to 221 F is the range 3M guarantees the 
tape will “retain all its properties.”  It can be used below 0 F with no concern 
for hams applications.  Scotch’s vinyl tapes will not embrittle until down 
around minus 50 degrees.  If there is a concern, it’s storing tape for long time 
periods at high temperature.  This can cause the adhesive on vinyl tape to 
migrate from the “sticky side” to the underlying “not sticky” side, making the 
tape impossible to unroll.  “Don’t store your tape in a hot garage - you may 
not be able to unroll it” was 3M’s advice.  EBay is known for supplying Scotch 
33 that can’t be unrolled.  The Super 33+ data sheet indicates the tape should 
be applied when the temperature is between 0 F and 100 F.  [Humor note: 
This is not the “ham way.”  Hams apply tape outside in howling snowing 
storms.] 
 

• Occasionally you my encounter a recommendation to apply silicone dielectric 
grease to the coax connectors as a first step.  If enough is used, grease will 
keep water out of the connectors, but if you have worked with dielectric 
grease you know how difficult it is to control.  Every time I’ve tried using it, 
it’s gotten all over everything.  Neither of the tape types will adhere to grease 
and it results in working with a mess.  If the tape layers have been applied 
properly, the grease is worse than unnecessary.  I recommend against using 
it. 

     

Figure 3 and 4 are screen grabs (sorry for quality) of well-intentioned YouTube videos 

that include hand yanking rather than cutting with scissors, starting winding at the 

edges instead of the center of the splice and not adding a UV protective layer. 
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Good luck weatherproofing your outdoor connections.  If you use proper materials 

and follow tried and true methods you will have weatherproof connections that will 

be trouble free for years. 

Please note: Scotch, Super 33+, Temflex and the Scotch plaid design are all registered trademarks of 3M company.   

73, 

Hal, N4GG 
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25 Years Ago… (de Bob Sarnecki, NF7D) 

 

The February, 1997 Newsletter is attached for your entertainment.  Steve Schmidt 

(then-President of SEDXC) recounted his time in an earthquake, and the entire roster 

of about ham was included in the roster; that would be much harder to do these 

days! 

In the following pages, enjoy “all the news, fit to print” from the SEDXC Bulletin, 25 

years ago! 

A Look Ahead to Svalbard – JW0X (de Bob Sarnecki, NF7D) 

 

Just as the SEDX Newsletter was published, Jeff Cantor, K1ZN, shared an 

informational bulletin about an upcoming DXpedition to Svalbard, one of the islands 

(EU-026) on the Arctic Archipelago.  Right now, it’s scheduled between April 19th and 

April 26th – the site will require a trek via snowmobile!  

More details will follow, and this might be a DXpedition we consider donating to.  Stay 

tuned as we learn more – For now, you’ll find a brief announcement attached to the 

Newsletter. 

SEDX Officers & Positions 

 

 

SEDXC Officers: 
Chuck Catledge, AE4CW – President – c.catledge@gmail.com 

Clark Macaulay, WU4B – Vice-President – macaulay@gmail.com 
Paul Kelley, W4KLY – Secretary – w4kly@bellsouth.com 
Jeffrey Cantor, K1ZN – Treasury – jacantor9@gmail.com 

Norm Schklar, WA4ZXV – wa4zxv@arrl.net 
 

SEDXC Appointed Positions: 
Bob Sarnecki, NF7D – Bulletin Editor – bob.sarnecki@gmail.com 

Bill Barr, N4NX – Membership Committee Chairman – n4nx@arr.net 
Chaz Cone, W4GKF – Webmaster – w4gkf@chazcone.com 
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mailto:jacantor9@gmail.com
mailto:wa4zxv@arrl.net
mailto:bob.sarnecki@gmail.com
mailto:n4nx@arr.net
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JW0X - JW100QO by DX-Adventure


A DX-pedition to the world's northernmost habitable place!

Dear OM,

Below is a brief description of our DXpedition to Svalbard taking place from April 19 to 26, 2022

We would appreciate it if you could include the announcement below on your website or
newsletter.

Regards,

DX Adventure Team

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DX-Adventure is a joint venture of Max-ON5UR and Erik-ON4ANN, and consists of 15 very
enthusiastic people with all experience in participating or organizing a DX-pedition.

The first DX-Adventure project is therefore immediately ambitious: 

The Arctic Archipelago - Svalbard - IOTA EU026 from April 19-26, 2022.

The setup is to be active with 5 stations on all HF bands in different modes (CW, SSB, RTTY,
FT8-FT4). In addition, we have the ambition to be the first to activate EU026 on QO-100. Three
team members take on the challenge of driving a snowmobile all the way to Kapp Linné, about
100km east of Longyearbyen.

This is the only location that allows a "line of sight" on the QO-100 satellite. In addition, Kapp
Linné is also on the edge of the satellite footprint - speaking of a challenge...

Read all about the DXpedition here.

Sponsorship:

Every contribution is welcome and appreciated, but with a donation of at least 25 Euros you
have a chance to win one of the 10 JW0X flags. With a donation of 50 Euro you will receive a
beautiful JW0X scarf (17 x 125 cm), a nice souvenir that should not be missing in the shack.

A list of all registered sponsors can be found on the JW0X sponsor page,

You hear our signals we feel the pile-up.

DX Adventure team

www.dx-adventure.com

https://www.dx-adventure.com/en/svalbard-dx-pedition/
https://www.dx-adventure.com/en/our-sponsors/
https://www.dx-adventure.com/en/home-eng/

