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   This Month’s Meeting 

 

!! Please Note Time !! 
Date/Time: Thursday January 21st @ 8:30 PM 

Location: Zoom Telemeeting 
Info: www.sedxc.org  

Topic:  Historical Figures in Ham Radio 
Speaker: Mike K6MKF 

_____________________________________________ 

From the Prez 
 

 
 

Dick K5TF 

 
(The notes below are from Jeff K1ZN) 
 
A Happy New Year to each of you and your 
families.  We all look forward to a better 2021 and the 
elimination of the COVID-19 virus. 
  
SEDXC members extend condolences to our 
President, Dick Baxter, K5TF, and his family, on the 
loss of his mother. 
  
We also extend our best wishes to Mike Weathers, 
ND4V, for a speedy recovery. 

  
Our January meeting is upcoming on January 21st, 
2021.  However, the meeting time for this meeting is 
8:30PM EST, with the “doors” to Zoom opening at 
8:00PM.  The reason for this meeting time change is 
that we are holding a joint meeting with the Northern 
California DX Club (NCDXC.org). 
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NCDXC Secretary and past-president Mike Flowers K6MKF is the featured speaker.    The topic:  “Historical figures 
who helped make Ham Radio what it is today.” 
  
Mike offers the results of his Amateur Radio historical research with his presentation ‘The Third Man’.   The stories of 
people whose significant contributions to the origin of Amateur Radio and the ARRL were nearly lost.  Now their stories 
can be told in considerable detail.  Come learn what these folks did to help shape the hobby we all enjoy today - and 
you will be surprised! 
  
Looking towards the February 18th meeting, our friend, Craig Thompson K9CT will discuss practical considerations for 
designing your next station or modifying our existing station from lessons learned from his experiences.  That meeting 
will be held at the usual 7:00 PM EST time. 
 
Please join with us via Zoom.  Details are at www.SEDXC.org. 
 
Best 73s & GUD DX! 
  
Jeff / K1ZN on behalf of Dick, K5TF 

 

 

Around the Shack 
de N4GG 
 

	
 

Outdoor Connections 
 
Here are a few recommendations from my Tips and Tricks memory bank. 
 
Ground Rods:  Ground rods are used for two purposes.  One is as part of a lightning protection system, the other is to 
provide a ground connection for small signals.  The later includes the ground needed at the base of a K9AY loop, at 
both ends of a Beverage or at the connection point of a radial field.     
 
These comments are about small signal grounding, NOT LIGHTNING PROTECTION!  Connecting to ground rods for 
lightning protection requires very low resistance connections to handle the large amount of energy contained in 
lightning strikes. 
 
For small signal grounds, I use 4 and 8-foot copper-plated steel ground rods.  I have found these at Home Depot 
sometimes and they are always available at electrical supply companies.  For my K9AY loop, I’ve been using a 4-foot 
ground rod and it’s proven to be effective.  An 8-foot ground rod might be better depending on the characteristics of the 
ground local to the rod.  
 
So, how might we connect to the top of a ground rod?  Most of us reach into our junk box or head to the home goods 
store and buy a clamp made for that purpose.  Those work fine – most of the time.  I have had them come loose over 
time however and sometimes corrode due to dissimilar metals.  The good ones are all brass with brass screws.  The 
junk ones are poor quality brass (think pot metal) with zinc-plated screws.  Those are guaranteed to fail over time. 
 
My solution:  Solder a wire to the top of the ground rod.  That sounds difficult to do and it is if the rod is already in the 
ground.  Ground rods are efficient heat sinks and resist getting hot enough to solder to.    
 

http://www.sedxc.org/
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Soldering a wire onto a ground rod pre-installation is easier - while the ground rod is on a workbench. With a wire 
brush, sandpaper, or a wire wheel on a bench grinder (my method), shine the end of the ground rod nice and bright.  
Wrap 3 or 4 turns of the wire of you choice (I use #14 house wire for my K9AY loop connection) and solder.  Even 
when not in the ground, a ground rod is a good heat sink.  You will need a lot of heat.  Soldering pencils and irons are 
out.  A propane or butane torch is the tool of choice. 
 

The photo left shows the ground rod at the base of my K9AY loop.  The wire was soldered to 
the top of the rod 15 years ago and appears to have many years of life left.  The connection 
was made with typical 60/40 lead-tin solder. 
 
Outdoor connections:  Outdoor lead-tin solder connections do deteriorate slowly above ground, 
and quickly in the ground (think buried radials).  In the case of buried connections, silver 
soldering is usually recommended, but there is an alternate method described below.  Silver 
soldering requires higher temperature than what’s required for lead-tin solder.  It’s practical for 
wires if you have learned silver soldering techniques and have a hot torch, but it’s impractical 
to silver solder to a ground rod with a homeowner’s propane torch.  At that point, a first-rate 
clamp may be your best choice.  Stainless steel hose clamps work too. 
 

For wire connections above and in-ground (not ground rods) there is a simple alternative 
to soldering that we can borrow from lawn sprinkler companies.  Photo right shows a red 
wire nut and a tube filled with grease.  The tube includes an end cap that clicks shut.  
Simply twisting wires together and inserting them into the grease tube works fine.  
Sprinkler control wires are nearly always done this way and seem to last forever - 
underground.  The wires are not soldered; they are simply twisted together.   
 
You can go a step further and use a wire nut loaded with grease to connect wires 
together, and place that inside the grease filled tube.  For above ground connections you 
can just use a wire nut filled with grease and skip the grease filled tube.  At N4GG I have 
several remote antenna switch control cable wires twisted together using grease filled 
wire nuts, sitting out in the open.  They have been trouble-free for 15 years.  I have them oriented so the wires face 
down, preventing rain from going straight into the wire nut.  
 
The grease filled tubes are available from Amazon and are called “Waterproof outdoor wire splices.”  I have also seen 
them at Home Depot and Lowes. 
 

73 es gud DX! 
 

Hal N4GG 

 

 

Treasurer’s Journal 
Jeff K1ZN 
 
Balance (January 14, 2021):  $15,799.83 
 
In recognition of his dedication and devotion to our hobby and in particular DXing, the Southeastern DX Club would 
like to play a Memorial Brick on the ARRL HQ SK Walkway for David J. Johnson, K4SSU.  A vote for this action to be 
held at the Thursday, January 21st 2021 Zoom Meeting. 

  
73,  
 

Jeff K1ZN 
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Antenna Tip 
Phil K3UT 
 
For years I have been tying the supporting ropes/halyards of my antennas to trees, wrapping a rope around the trunk 
and then tying a knot. Or I've driven a stake into the ground, a la Hal Kennedy. 
 
Yesterday I stopped by a marine supply store - West Marine - and bought an 8 inch nylon cleat and a couple of three 
inch stainless steel screws. Total cost $4.50. I screwed the cleat to the trunk of a tree or to the fascia board of a soffit 
and had a great, and adjustable, tie off to a supporting rope. 
 

 
 

 

73, 

 

Phil K3UT 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEDXC Bulletin is published monthly by the Southeastern DX Club. All opinions expressed by the contributors do not 

necessarily reflect those of the editor, officers, or club.  All rights reserved.  
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